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‘ 3 Claims.
Thxs 1nvent1on relates to- ﬂag staﬂ’ structures

and more particularly; to flag staff structures of -

the type having clamping means -at their lower

ends to enable them to be: detachably connected. .

to the bumpers of automobiles and the like with’

the flag staffs:in substantially. upright positions.

The present invention has for its general ob- -

Jject the provision of a flag staff structure of the

aforesaid type-which is of simple and inexpensive -

form, of strong and sturdy. character, and which’

© may be easily, quickly and conveniently attached
to and detached from ‘an automoblle bumper or
the like.:
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said lower end portlon of sald ﬁag staff struc-
ture, the views being on the hnes 5—5 and 6——6
Fig. 3, respectlvely,

Fig. 7 is a detail Vertmal sect1onal view of .an
intermediate portlon of sald ﬁag staff structure,
and

‘Pig. 8 is a side elevation of the somewhat modl-
fied upper end portion of a flag staff structure:.

‘Before the present invention is described.in de-
tail, it is to be understood that such invention is
not limited to the details of construction and/or .
the specific arrangement of parts heréin: illus-

~trated-or described, as the invention obviously

A more specific obJect of the’ present inven-. .

tion is the provision of a flag staff structure of
the aforesaid type which ‘has improved clamping
means for enahling it to be detachably connected
to an automobile bumper, said: cla,mpmg means
being of such’ character. that it is’ adapted for
use with the bumpers of all automobiles, includ-
ing the front bumpers of those automoblles which
are provided with sheet metal shlelds or aprons
closely adjacent such bumpers.

A still miore specific object of ‘the present in-

vention is the provision of a flag staff structure
of .the aforesaid 'type in‘which ‘the clamping .

means thereof comprlses two oppositely extend-
ing upper: clamping ‘Jjaws -and a’lower -clamping
jaw adapted to be- swung to ‘cooperative posi-
tion beneath either of the two upper clamping

jaws, depending upon the body ‘and/or bumper
construction: 6f the autoniobile with Whlch ‘the

flag staff structure is to be used.
Further objects of the present 1nvent10n are

in part obvious and in part will appsar from the

following description of an embodiment there-
of, reference: being had to the accompanymg
drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a side elevatlon of a ﬂag staff struc-

ture embodying :one form:.of the present inven-:

tion, the-flag: staff structure being detachably
connected to the front bumper of an automobile,
with the flag staff in upright position. '

‘Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the lower end por-

tion of said flag staff structure as detachably con-:

nected to.the front bumper of an automobile hay-
ing a shield or apron adjacent said bumper;

Fig. 3 is a rear view, on.an enlarged scale, of
" said lower end- portion of said flag staff struc-
ture, the clamping jaws thereof belng in the re-
lationship shown in Fig, 1;

Fig. 4 is a detail vertlcal sectmnal V1ew of sa1d
lower end portion of said flag staff structure the
view being on the line. 4—4,Fig. 1;

Figs. 5 and 6 are detail cross-sectional views of

may take other forms. It also is'to be under-

“stood that the phraseology or ‘terminology. here-

in employed is for the purpose of desciiption and

“not of 11m1tat10n the scope of ‘the présent’ in-

20

vention being indicated by the appended claims.

» Referring first to Figs.'1 to T inclusive, it-will -
be 'noted that the flag staff structure there illus-
trated comprises a flag staff and clamping means

- at the base of said staff for detachably. connect-
" ing said staff in generally up-right: position: to
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an.automobile bumper, such as a front automo-
bile bumper: 10, Fig. 1, or a front automoblle
bumper 1 I, Fig. 2.

The ﬂag staff here shown comprises an upper
section in the form of a metal rod 12 and a

‘lower section in the form of a metal tube 13, the

diameter of said tube being somewhat larger than
that of said rod. For the connection of the ad-

" jacent ends of said sections, the lower end of
. the rod 12 is here provided with a bushing 14 'of
_ such size a5 to fit within the upper end of the
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tube 13, and extending transversely through said
rod, bushing and tube is & r1vet 15 or the like,
The reference numeral I7T in Frg 1'designates
a flag, banner or the like, such as a fabric fineral
flag, the hemmed edge 18 of said flag being adapt-
ed to be sleeved over .the upper end portion of

"~ -the rod (2 in a manner which will be readily .
‘understood. To releasably malntaln said flag'in

proper position on said rod, a spring clampmg
finger 19 is suitably mounted on the upper ‘end
portion of said rod, and by slibping the upper end
portion of the hemmed edge of the flag beneath
said spring finger, said flag is releasably but
firmly retained in place on: said rod.  As here
shown, the upper end of the rod 12 is finished off
by making it of gooseneck ‘form, ‘the upper end
portion of the spring finger 19 being shaped to
conform to the. 1nter10r of said gooseneck .and

~ being welded or otherwise suitably. attached

.- . thereto..
.

The bumper elamplng means ab the base of the
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flag staff just described comprises two oppositely
extending upper clamping jaws and a single
lower clamping jaw, said lower clamping jaw
being adapted to be swung beneath either of the
two upper clamping jaws for clamping cooper-
ation therewith, as will hereinafter more fully

appear. As here shown, the two upper clamping .

jaws are formed from a single piece of wire, the
middle portion of said wire being bent into a U-
shaped loop to form the jaw 20 and the two end
portions of said wire forming the oppositely ex~
tending jaw 2i. The two intermediate portions
22 of said wire (see Fig. 4), between the jaws 20
and 21 thereof, extend through and are anchored

in the perforated ears 23 of a mounting member .
24, the central portion 25 thereof being recessed”

or socketed to receive the lower-end of the flag
staff tube §3. For the connection of said mount-
ing member 24 to the lower end of tube 13, &

rivet 21 is here utilized (see Fig. 4, said rivet

extending through the front wall of said tube
-and the front wall of the central portion of mem-
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not in use, as in Fig. 3, the upper end of said
spring abuts the bottom surface of the upper
mounting member 24, the lower end of said spring
abutting either the top surface of the lower

5 mounting member 42 or, as here shown, a washer

47 which rests upon said ftop surface of the
mouniing member 42.

In order to yieldingly resist divergent move-
ment, of the upper and lower clamping jaws, and

10 thus enable said jaws to firmly grip or to be

clamped upon an automobile bumper or the like,
a relatively long and relatively stiff compression
spring 48 is located within the flag staff tube I3,
around the rod 43 therein. As best shown in

15-Figs..4 and 7, the lower end of said spring abuts

the base of the tube-receiving recess or sockef
‘of the upper mounting member 24 and the upper
end of said spring abuts the headed upper end
-of the rod 43. In order to prevent turning move-

o0 ment of the rod 43 within the flag staff tube 13

ber 24, the rear.wall of such central portion

being provided with a suitable: aperture 26 (Fig.
3) for the insertion of said rivet.

‘As ‘best  shown in-PFigs. 1 and" 2, the wire side -

portions of the upper jaw 20 are here corrugated
-to -provide :a .series of bumper-receiving recesses,
there being three such recesses, designated by the

‘reference numerals: 28, 29 and: 390, in the embodi- 3
-ment of the invention -here being described. If .

desired and as here shown, .the -two wire side
~portions of the jaw:20 may be connected from
-beneath and adjacent their inner ends by & cross
- wire - 32 welded or  otherwise 'suitably secured

.thereto, the result being- to provide a more rigid :

-and durable jaw, as.well be readily understood.

‘ The two wire end .portions which form the op-
-positely _extending -upper -clamping 'jaw 2f, -al-
though here free of corrugations,-are connected
from beneath by-a pair of laterally .spaced cross
_wires :33 - welded -or otherwise - suitably secured
.thereto, said cross wires, together with the down
-turned-outer ends-of-said wire -end portions, pro-
_viding this jaw 21 with a series-of bumper-receiv-

-ing recesses, the three recesses thus formed being -

designated by the reference numerals 34,35 and
36. .
“The single lower-clamping jaw 38, which may
.be swung: beneath either of the two upper clamp-
ing jaws for clamping- cooperation therewith, is
'also formed from a.single piece of wire, said jaw
sbeing in the form of a -substantially U-shaped
Joop. As-best shown in . Fig. 4, the depending
“end portions-39 -of said wire are pinned, as at 40,

or otherwise suitably -anchored. in the perforated-

ears:41 of 2. mounting member-42 located on the
" lower .end -of-a-metal rod 43-extending upwardly
through. the mounting member.24 for .the upper
clamping. jaws-and into the metal tube 13 which
constitutes. the lower section of the flag staff.
The mounting member.42. for. the lower clamp-
ing jaw is rotatably.mounted on the.lower end
of the rod .43 and.is here held against escape
from said rod by .a. cotter pin .48 which extends

. through said rod below -said mounting member,-

.2 washer. .45 being interposed, if desired and as
here .shown, between said member and said cot-
ter pin. To yieldingly resist, turning movement of
the mounting. member 42 relative to the rod.43

by which it is carried, when the flag staff strue- .

ture is.not in use, a coiled. compression spring
46 is here- interposed between. the two mounting
members 24 and 42 for the upper. and lower
clamping jaws, said spring surrounding the rod
43. as shown. When the.flag staff structure is
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and the mounting member 24 carried thereby, the
" headed upper end of said rod is here provided
with .a “lateral projection 50 -which extends
through a longitudinally ‘disposed slot 51 in said
tube, said slot: being - provided, for example, by
the use of a tube of longitudinally split form.
“Like those .of the upper clamping jaw 20, the
wire side portions of:the lower..clamping:jaw 38
are of corrugated form, and are here shown as
being connected’ from:above by -a pair of later-
ally spaced -cross: wires: 52 ‘welded or otherwise
suitably secured thereto. -As-a result, said lower
clamping jaw-also is provided :with a:series -of
three bumper-receiving recesses, which.are here
5 -designated -by - the - reference ~numerals ~54, 55
-and 56, -
‘The provision-of-a pair ¢f-oppositely extending
-upper clamping - jaws and :a -single lower :clamp-
ing jaw for clamping -cooperation ~with - either
-of said upper jaws, and more-particularly,. the
provision -of upper and:lower clamping’ jaws:-of
the character here-disclosed, enables the present
- flag staff structure to be easily, quickly.and con-
veniently clamped-to the front bumper-of any
- automobile, including the front bumpers.of those
9. gutomobiles which -are provided with sheet metal
~shields or aprons closely adjacent such bumpers.
In-Fig. 1, the flag stafl:structure is detachably
connected ‘to .a- front automobile bumper 10 by
the use-of the upper: clamping member 20 and

00 . the lower clamping member-38, the upper edge: of

-said bumper lying in-.the recess 28 of the upper
- clamping jaw, against the cross wire 32:thereof,
and the lower edge of said-bumper lying in the
middle recess ‘55 of the :lower -clamping jaw,

85 goainst the outer-one-of the two cross wires-52

_thereof. The upper clamping jaw 2i,-now idle,
extends forwardly, as shown in Fig. 1.

In Fig. 2, the flag staff structure is detachably
connected to the front bumper t{ of an auto-

<60 mobile provided adjacent said bumper with a

shield or apron 58, and for the connection of said
flag staff structure to such a bumper, the shorter
of the two upper clamping jaws, namely, jaw 21,

5 -is used in conjunction with the lower clamping

-jaw.. As shown, the upper-edge of the bumper {1
lies in the outer recess 36 of the upper clamping
jaw, against the hook-shaped outer-end thereof,
the lower edge of said bumper lying in the middle

70 Trecess of the lower clamping jaw, against the

outer cross wire 52, as in Fig. 1,

Thus, by using one or the other of the upper
-clamping jaws with the lower clamping jaw, and
by using the proper recesses of the two jaws thus

76 selected, the present flag staff structure may be



firmly though detachably clamped to the front
bumper of any automobile, with the fag staff in
an upright position, all as will be readily under-
stood.

With reference to Fig. 8, it will be noted that
the spring finger 19a, for releasably holding in
place the flag or banner i7e, is secured to the
upper end of the flag staff rod 124 by a finishing
knob €0, here telescopically mounted upon said
rod and frictionally or otherwise removably re-
tained thereon.

Further features and advantages of the pres-
ent invention will be readily apparent, to those
skilled in the art to which it relates. '

What I claim is:

1, Clamping means for a flag stafl structure or
the like, comprising a tubular member for the
support of the flag staff structure or the like, an
upper carrier element having a socket in which
the lower end of said tubular member is rigidly
mounted, two upper oppositely extending clamp-
ing jaws rigidly carried by said upper carrier
element at different levels, a rod-like member
slidably mounted in said tubular member and
having a portion projecting therebelow, a coiled
compression spring- located within said tubular
member, the upper end of said spring engaging a
fixed abutment of said rod-like member and the
lower end of said spring being seated in the socket
of said upper carrier element, a lower carrier
element rotatably mounted on the projecting por-
tion of said rod-like member, a lower clamping
jaw rigidly carried by said lower carrier element,
the rotatable mounting of said lower carrier ele-
ment enabling the lower clamping jaw carried
thereby to be located beneath either of said upper
clamping jaws for clamping. cooperation there-
with, the compression of said spring when said
lower clamping jaw is moved below a predeter-
mined level with respect to the upper clamping
Jaw in alignment therewith enabling the two
aligned jaws to be firmly and releasably clamped
to an automobile bumper or other chject.

2. Clamping means for a flag staff structure or
the like, comprising a tubular member for the
support of the flag staff structure or the like, an
upper carrier element rigidly secured to  said
tubular member, two differing and oppositely ex~
tending upper clamping jaws rigidly carried by
sald upper carrier element, a rod-like member
slidably mounted in said tubular member and
having a portion projecting therebelow, a coiled
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compression spring arranged within said tubular

* member, the upper end of said spring engaging a
fixed abutment of said rod-like member and the
lower end of said spring engaging an abutment

56
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fixed with respect to said tubular member, a
lower carrier element rotatably mounted on the
projecting portion of said rod-like member, a
lower clamping jaw rigidly carried by said lower
carrier element, the rotatable mounting of said
lower carrier element enabling the lower clamp-
ing jaw carried thereby to be located beneath
either of said upper clamping jaws for clamping
cooperation therewith, said compression spring
being under .compression only.when said lower
clamping jaw is below a predetermined level with
respect to the upper.clamping jaw in alisnment
therewith, and a coiled compression spring car-
ried by the projecting portion of said rod-like
member between said upper and lower carrier
elements, said last mentioned compression spring
being engaged and being put under compression
by said upper and lower carrier elements when
said lower clamping jaw is at or above the afore-
said predetermined level, whereby rotary move-
ment of said lower carrier element and the lower
clamping jaw carried thereby relative to the rod-
like member is yieldingly resistant by said second
mentioned compression spring when the Present
clamping means is not in use. .
3. Clamping means for a flag staff structure or
the like, comprising a tubular member for the
support of the flag staff structure or the like, an
upper carrier element having a socket within
which is rigidly secured the lower end of said
tubular member and also having oppositely dis-
posed laterally extending ears, two upper clamp-
ing jaws each rigidly carried by the ears of said
upper carrier element, one jaw extending -for-
wardly and the other rearwardly and said jaws
being disposed at differing levels and being of
differing lengths, a rod-like member slidably
mounted in said tubular member and having a
portion projecting therebelow, a lower carrier
element rotatably mounted on the projecting por-
tion of said rod-like member and having oppo-
sitely disposed laterally extending ears, a lower
clamping jaw rigidly carried by the ears of said
lower carrier element, the rotatable mounting of
said lower carrier element enabling the lower
clamping jaw carried thereby to be located be-
neath either of said upper clamping jaws for
clamping cooperation therewith, and spring
means for yieldingly resisting movement of said
lower clamping jaw below a predetermined level
with respect to the upper clamping jaw in align-
ment therewith, whereby said two aligned clamp--
ing jaws may be releasably clamped to an auto-
mobile bumper or other object. ‘ !
ALBERT B. GARDELLA,




