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A single-chip application specific integrated circuit (12)
provides autonomous management of playback Qf digital video and audio.
The chip includes a digital video decoder and output system, and a central
processing unit controlling said digital video decoder and output system. The
central processing unit Teceives (78) commands to establish a current playback
state for management of playback of digital video and audio by said digital
video decoder and output system, and responds (88) to a video field
synchronization signal and a current playback state, without external
instruction, to determine whc.thex; to display digital video, whether to d;ecode
digital video for display, whether 1o repeat display of previously decoded
digital video, and whether to skip over digital video prior to decoding digital
video for output. By delivering commands to the central processing unit, the
application specific integrated circuit can be caused to transition between

plavback states to provide desired playback of said digjtal video and audio
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