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1. 
This invention relates to filing cabinet drawers 

having compression plates disposed at the rear 
ends thereof to permit the files contained in the 
drawer to be rendered inore readily accessible 
and for compressing the files when the drawer is 
closed. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

vide a drawer with a compression plate yield 
ingly held in position to compress the files in the 
drawer and, when the drawer is opened, may be 
swung rearwardly and releasably held in Such a 
position while the drawer is open, to afford ready 
access to the files. Another object of this inven 
tion is to provide a latch for holding the conn 
pression plate in inclined position against Spring 
action to render the files in the drawer more 
readily accessible for inspection and removal, and 
which latch when released permits the compres 
Sion plate to be moved by Said Spring action into 
the compressing position. Another object is to 
provide means for automatically releasing the 
atch. When the drawer is moved into closed posi 
tion to permit the compression plate to be yield 
ingly urged into position to compress the files 
Within the drawer. A further object is to provide 
a drawer with a compact arrangement of springs 
Which urge the compression plate into position 
to compress the files. It is also an object of this 
invention to provide a filing drawer with a release 
bar or cam member mounted on the cabinet, and 
arranged to release a latch for holding the con 
preSSion plate in rearwardly swung position, to 
permit the compression piate to be noved by 
Spring action into Substantially upright, position. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention 

will appear from the following description and 
the novel features of this invention are set forth 
in the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, which illustrate 

by way of example one embodiment of this inven 
tion: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a filing drawer 
removed from its cabinet and provided with a 
Compression plate and actuating mechanism 
therefor embodying this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary Sectional elevation ap 
proximately on line 2-2, Fig. 1, on a slightly 
larger Scale, and showing a portion of the drawer 
arranged within a cabinet. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional elevation 
thereof similar to Fig. 2, but showing the com 
pression bar in position to compress the files. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse Sectional elevation there 
of, on line 4-4, Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary transverse sectional 
elevation thereof, on line 5-5, Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional 
elevation thereof, on line -6, Fig. 4. 
The filing drawer on which the improvements 

embodying my invention are employed may be of 
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any suitable or desired construction, that shown 
by Way of example in the drawings including 
a front panel C, which is rigidly secured to the 
drawer sides and f2, and 4 represents the bot 
ton of the drawer. The bottom may be of any 
Suitable or desired construction and may have a 
depression or channel 5 extending centrally and 
longitudinally of the drawer bottom, and this 
channel may be formed to cooperate with spacer 
plates (not shown), Such as are commonly used 
in connection with drawers of this type. 
The Upper portions of the sides and 2 of 

the dra-Wer are preferably channelled as indicated 
at S for reinforcing the drawer sides. The drawer 
Sides may be provided on their Outer Surfaces with 
angle bars 7 secured thereto, for example, by 
welding, which may cooperate with suitable rollers 
or tracks (not shown), for guiding the drawer 
While sliding into and out of a cabinet. This 
cabinet may be of any suitable or desired form 
and may include side walls 8 connected by a 
back wall 9, see particularly FigS. 2 and 3. The 
OWer portions of the Side walls of the drawer are 
preferably connected at the rear thereof by 
Reans of a strip 20 which may be welded to parts 
of the side walls and 2. 
The rear end of the drawer is closed by means 

of a compression plate 22, the lower end of which 
may be hinged in any suitable manner on the 
drawer. In the construction shown for this pur 
pose, the compression plate 22 is provided at the 
lower end thereof with a plurality of downwardly 
extending tongues 24, which may extend through 
slots formed in the botton f4 of the drawer near 

5, the rear end thereof. The lower ends of these 
tongues may be bent to lie Substantially parallel 
to the bottom, thus forming projections or offsets 
24' which serve to hold the tongues against with 
drawal from the slots and thus prevent the lift 
ing of the compression plate 22 out of operative 
relation to the bottom 4 of the drawer. Any 
other. Suitable means for hinging the lower end 
of the compression plate to the drawer may be 
provided, if desired. 
The sides of the compression plate are prefer 

ably bent into substantially channel form as 
shown at 25 to reinforce the same and the upper 
end of the compression plate may be turned over 
Or beaded as shown at 26. The compression 
plate may also have an opening 2 therein, by 
means of which the bead 26 of the compression 
plate may be readily grasped by the hand of the 
operator, Bumpers 28 of rubber or other cush 
ioning material may be provided on the beaded 

5 portion of the compression plate to cushion the 
impact caused by contact of the drawer against 
the rear Wall 9 of the cabinet, 
The pivotal connection between the compres 

sion plate and the drawer bottom enables the 
compression plate to be swung into a rearwardly 



inclined position, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 and 
to an upright or compression position, as shown 
in broken lines in Fig. 1 and in full lines in Fig. 3, 
and it is desirable to provide means for releasably 
holding the compression plate in the inclined po 
sition when the drawer is opened, so that the 
upper portions of the files in the drawer may be 
easily separated to afford ready access to the 
same for inspection or removal of files from the 
drawer. It is also desirable to hold the com 
pression plate in approximately the upright po 
Sition shown in Fig. 3, when the drawer is closed 
in order that the files may be compressed and 
kept in fiat condition. In order to accomplish 
these purposes, I have in the particular construc 
tion illustrated by way of example provided a pair 
of slide bars 30 which are slidable lengthwise in 
the-channel-shaped upper portion 16 of the draw 
er sides and 2. These slide bars 30 may be 
formed of sheet metal and, as shown, are of sub 
stantially channel-shape to fit within the chan 
nelled portions 6 of the side walls. In order to 
retain these slide bars within the channel fe, the 
slide bars are preferably provided with Z-shaped 
portions 31 extending along the upper edges 
thereof, see particularly Fig. 5, and the upper 
edges of the drawer sides at the upper ends of 
the channels may be flanged over, as shown at 
32, to partly enclose the Z-shaped portions of 
the slide bars 30 and pievent dislodgement of the 
same from the channel portions 6. Any other 
suitable means for guiding the slide bars on the 
side walls may be employed, if desired. By means 
of the construction described, it will be noted that 
the inner surfaces of the slide bars are substan 
tially in the same plane with the inner faces of the 
Side walls of the drawer and, therefore, do not ob 
struct in any manner the files within the drawer. 
The compression plate 22 may be connected 

with the two slide bars 30 in any suitable or de 
sired manner, and in the construction illustrated, 
a rod 35 extends crosswise of the drawer in rear 
of the compression plate and extends through 
upright slots or openings 36 in the channel 
shaped size portions 25 of the compression plate, 
see particularly Fig. 6. The ends of the rod 35 
extend through holes in the end portions of the 
side bars 30 and these ends of the rod 35 may 
be threaded and secured to the slide bars by 
means of nuts 3. s 
may be interposed between the nuts 37 and the 
upright webs of the slide bars. Spacing sleeves 
or collars 39 are preferably interposed between 
the inner surfaces of the slides 30 and the flange 
portions 25 of the compression plate, these 
sleeves being of sufficiently large diameter so 
that they will not pass through the slots 3S in 
the channel portions 25. By means of this con 
struction, the two slide bars 30 are connected by 
the transverse rod 35 and during the swinging of 
the compression plate about its pivot, the trans 
verse rod 35 may move in the slots 36. 
Any suitable resilient means may be provided 

for urging the compression plate into its upright 
position, as shown in Fig. 3, and in broken lines 
in Fig. 1, and in the construction shown for this 
purpose, I have provided a pair of coil 'springs 
40 which are arranged in the spaces between the 
channelled portions fe of the drawer sides and 
the channel-shaped slide bars 30. Each of these 
springs is connected at one end to a hook portion 
4 formed on a plate 42 welded or otherwisese 
cured to a side of the drawer within the chan 
nelled portion 6. The other end of each of these 
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may be formed integral with and struck out of 
the adjacent slide bar 30. Consequently, it will 
be obvious that the springs will urge the slide 
bars 30 to the right in Figs. 1 and 2, and thus 
draw the compression plate into upright position. 
The drawer sides are preferably also provided 
within the channeled portions f G with stop mem 
bers 45 also welded in the channeled portions 16 
of the draw sides and having suitable bumpers 
46 of rubber or other cushioning material secured 
thereto in position to be engaged by the forward 
ends, of the slide bars 30 when these bars have 
been moved by the springs 40 into upright posi 
tions. 

It is desirable to provide means for releasably 
holding the compression plates 22 in their rear 
wardly inclined positions when the upper ends of 
these plates are pushed rearwardly by an opera 
tor against the action of the springs 40. In the 
particular construction shown for this purpose, 
a dog or latch 50 is provided which is pivoted 
on a lug 51 welded or otherwise secured to the 
outer surface of a side wall of the drawer, for 
example, to the side wall il. This latch has a 
tooth or projecting portion 52 formed to extend 
through a slot 53 formed on the understarface 
of the channelled portion f6 of the drawer side 

. The slide bar 30 mounted on the drawer side 
is also provided with a slot 54 which is solo 

cated that when the compression plate 22 has 
been swung rearwardly to the desired extent, it 
will be in registration with the slot 53, so that 
the tooth or the projecting part 52 of the latch 
50 may enter into both of these slots. This latch 
is yieldingly urged upwardly into a position in 
which the tooth 52 will pass through both slots 
53 and 54, and for this purpose, a coil spring 56 
is provided on One end, which passes through an 
aperture in the lug 51, and thereby serves to pre 
vent the latch from becoming disengaged from 
this lug, and the other end of this spring may en 
gage between the latch 59 and a lug or lip st 
pressed out of the latch. The spring is under ten 
ision to urge the outer-end of the latch 50 to swing 
upwardly so that its tooth will pass through the 
two slots, and thus hoid the slide bar from mov ing forwardly. The compression plate will thus 
be releasably held by the latch in the position 
shown in Fig.2, and in full lines in Fig.1. When 
the latch is released by 'swinging the same down 
Wardly, the Springs 40 will draw the compression 
plate 22 into the upright position shown in Fig. 3, 
and in broken lines in Fig.1. 
Means are preferably provided for swinging 

this latch into releasing position when the drawer 
is moved into the cabinet. In the construction 
shown for this purpose, a cain or release bar 6) 
is provided which is rigidly mounted on the 
cabinet. In the particular construction shown, 
this cam or release bar is in the form of a flange 
of a plate 61, which is secured to the cabinet, 
for example, to a strap or bar 53 forming a part 
of the cabinet, and the flainge S is arranged to 
engage a projecting part on the latch to "move 
the latch downwardly during the rearward move 
inent of the drawer in the cabinet. For this pur 
pose, a stud or projection 62 may be provided 
on the latch on which an anti-fiction ote 53 
may be mounted in such manner that, as the 

7th drawer approaches its final position within the 
cabinet, the roller 63 will ride on the downwardly 
sloping undersurface of the can or flange 69, 
thus drawing the rear end of the latch down 
Wardly to move the tooth 52 "thereof out of the 

Springs is connected to a hook or lug 44 which 7, 'slot 54 in the slide bar 3D. Consequently, when 
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the latch releases the slide bar, the compres 
ision plate 22 will be drawn by the springs 48 
into upright position. Any other means for 
releasing the latch from position to hold the 
compression plate in rearwardly inclined posi 
tion may be employed, if desired. 
The structure described has the advantage 

that when the file drawer is loaded to capacity, 
it is still easily possible to get at the contents 
thereof by Swinging the compression plate rear 
wardly about the pivoted lower end thereof. By 
means of the construction described, the file 
drawer can be filled to capacity from the inside 
front to the back thereof and no Space is required 
for operation of a follower block or compressor. 
By latching the compression plate in rear Wardly 
swung position, the same can be maintained in 
that position by means of the latch as long aS 
the drawer is in open position and the COin 
pression plate When SWang rearwardly lies at 
an angle to facilitate the examination of the 
contents. When examination of the files is com 
pleted, it is not necessary for the operator to 
remember to release the latch, since this is auto 
matically taken care of when the drawer is moved 
approximately into its final position in the 
cabinet. 

It will be understood that various changes in 
the details, materials, and arrangements of 
parts which have been herein described and 
illustrated in order to explain the nature of the 
invention, may be made by those skilled in the 
art Within the principle and Scope of the inven 
tion, as expressed in the appended clains. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a filing cabinet drawer including a conn. 

pression plate for compressing the contents of 
the drawer and having its lower portion pivotally 
mounted on said drawer, spring means for urg 
ing said compression plate to Swing into a Sub 
stantially upright position and against which 
said plate may be swung manually into a rear 
wardly inclined position, latch means mounted 
on said drawer for holding said compression 
plate in a rearwardly inclined position against 
the action of said spring means, and latch dis 
engaging means actuated by the movement of 
said drawer into said cabinet to release said 
latch means to permit said Springs to draw Said 
compression plate forwardly. 

2. A filing cabinet drawer according to claiin 1, 
in which said latch disengaging means include 
a part mounted on said cabinet and which 
cooperates with said latch means when Said 
drawer is moved into said cabinet. 

3. In a filing cabinet drawer including a com 
pression plate having its lower portion pivotally 
mounted on said drawer, a pair of slide bars 
slidably mounted one on each side of the drawer, 
connections between said slide bars and Said Com 
pression plate, springs connected with said slide 
bars and urging the same to swing forwardly with 
reference to said drawer, and latch means engag 
ing a slide bar for latching said slide bar and said 
compression plate in a rearwardly inclined posi 
tion, said latch means when disengaged from Said 
slide bar permitting said springs to draw said 
compression plate forwardly. 

4. In a filing cabinet drawer including a con 
pression plate having its lower portion pivotally 
mounted on said drawer, a pair of slide bars slid 
ably mounted one on each side of the drawer, 
connections between said slide bars and Said con 
pression plate, springs connected with Said slide 
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reference to said drawer, latch means engaging a 
slide bar for latching said slide bar and said com 
pression plate in a rearwardly inclined position, 
and latch disengaging means actuated by the 
movement of said drawer into said cabinet to re 
lease said latch means to permit said Springs to 
draw said compression plate forwardly. 

5. A filing cabinet according to claim 4 in Which 
said latch disengaging means include a part 
mounted on said cabinet and which cooperates 
With said latch means when Said drawer is moved 
into said cabinet. 

6. In a filing cabinet drawer including a com 
pression plate having its lower portion pivotally 
mounted on said drawer, a pair of slide bars slid 
ably mounted one on each side of the drawer, 
one of said slide bars having a slot therein, con 
nections between said slide bars and Said com 
pression plate, springs for urging said compres 
Sion plate to Swing forwardly With reference to 
said drawer, a latch member pivoted on Said 
drawer and having a tooth formed to enter said 
slot of said slide bar for holding said slide bar 
against for Ward movement When Said compres 
Sion plate has been SWung real Wardly to a prede 
termined extent, and means for Swinging said 
latch out of engagement With said slide bar to 
permit said springs to return said compression 
plate to its upright position. 

7. In a filing cabinet drawer including a com 
pression plate having its lower portion pivotally 
mounted on said drawer, a pair of slide bars slid 
ably mounted one on each side of the drawer, one 
of said slide bars having a slot therein, connec 
tions between Said slide bars and said compression 
plate, Springs for urging Said compression plate 
to Swing forwardly with reference to said drawer, 
a latch member pivoted on said drawer and 
having a tooth formed to enter said slot of said 
slide bar for holding said slide bar against for 
Ward movement when Said compression plate has 
been SWung rear Wardly to a predetermined ex 
tent, and means mounted on said cabinet in posi 
tion to engage said latch to move said latch out of 
engagement with said slide bar when said drawel 
is in proximity to its inner position in said 
cabinet. 

8. In a filing cabinet drawer including a com 
pression plate having its lower portion pivotally 
mounted on Said drawer, a pair of slide bars slid 
ably mounted one on each side of the drawer, 
One of said slide bars having a slot therein, con 
nections between said slide bars and said com 
pression plate, springs for urging said compres 
Sion plate to Swing forwardly with reference to 
said drawer, a latch member pivoted on said 
drawer and having a tooth formed to enter Said 
Slot of said slide bar for holding said slide bar 
against forward movement, when said compres 
Sion plate has been SWung rear Wardly to a prede 
termined extent, a roller mounted on Said latch, 
and a release bar mounted on said cabinet in posi 
tion to engage said roller before Said drawer 
moves to its inner position. Within Said cabinet, 
said release bar being inclined in a direction 
to Swing said latch on its pivot out of engagement 
With said Slide bar. 

9. In a filing cabinet drawer having side walls 
provided With channel-shaped portions adjacent 
the upper edges of Said side Walls and including 
a compression plate having its lower portion piv 
otally mounted on said drawer, a pair of slide bars 
slidably mounted on each side of said drawer and 
of Substantially channel-shape and arranged to 

bars and urging the same to swing forwardly with 5 slide within said channel-shaped upper portions 
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of said drawer sides, and having its open face REFERENCES C TED 
facing the interior of Said channel-shaped por- The following references are of record in the 
tions of Said side walls and said slide bars, springs file of this patent: 
confined in the space between said channel. O O 
shaped portions of Said Side walls and said s 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 
bars, each of said Springs having one end thereo T -baara... . . - 
connected to said drawer and the other end to a Sigo war." M sa8 
slide bar, connections between said slide bars and 3.3353 Westan own - as a FE 6 1943 
Said compression plate, and latch fineans engag- 23,6364. straubell.man own as Feb. 9. 19 s 
ing a slide bag for latching the same in position 10 23 SE III Feb. 5.043 to support Said compression plate in a rearwardly 333333 Straubei III July 6, 1943 
inclined position against the action of said 3.356,650 Bullock IAE22. 1944 
springs, and latch releasing means for disengag 
ing said latch from Said slide bar to permit said 
springs to draw said compression plate into Sub- 5 
stantially upright position. 

JAMES R. JONES. 


