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ABSTRACTGF THE ?DISCLOSURE 
Thetie shown Separabyjoinsedge portionsofagar 

nent,a hospital patientsgownforexample,whereinthe 
ends of the tie are laced through buttonholesand then 
tieinto a knot.It comprisesa fabric sleeve encasingan 
elastic band whose ends are stitched to corresponding 
ends ofthe sleeve?The bandisshorterthanandgathers 
the longer sleeve into anti-slipping folds?This thus 
elasticized sleeve permitsa nurseto quicklytietheends 
into a knotbutthwarts the eforts ofadisturbed patient 
tountieand disrobe. 

Background of the invention 
Thisinvention relates,generaly categorized,to loose 

fowing gowns,robes andjackets of a type customarily 
worn by hospitalizedpatientsand havinglengthwiseedge 
portionswhichwhenoverlappedareseparablyconnectible 
bytapesortieswhosefreeendsarelacedthrough button 
holesandarejoined bya bow knot,a half-knotorthe 
like,and hasto do with improved sip resistingtying 
means,more Specificaly,aspecialyfabricated tie, 
More Specificaly,noveltyispredicated,aswilbe here 

inafter more fuly explained,on a hospital gown and 
more Specificaly on a suitably elongated composite tie 
whoSe centralportionisstitchedandanchoredinagiven 
position and which has specialy constructed dupicate 
end portions which after they have been threaded 
through the buttonholes tend to stay put whether tied 
togetherornot. 

Prior arf 

Tapes and ties similar to the ones herein shown de 
Scribedandclaimedareshowninthe babygarmentpatent 
of Collins1,929.015 andalsoin the garment of Dion 
1,808,496. Unlike the Collinsand Dillon patents(from 
separate field ofinvention)the presentadaptation com 
prisesties whose endsare narrowed to provide stiftip 
portionsand whoseend portionsaregatheredtouniquely 
enlarge the sleeve,thatis the fabric sleeve so thatthe 
foldsconstituteanti-slippingmeans. 

Summary 
Briefythe concept,which whileitisdirected primarily 

to eachtape-liketie,embodiesthe tieinanenvironment 
orcombinationincludingagarment,forexample hospital 
gowns?Thisgown hasa firstfree edge portion,asecond 
complementalfree edge portion adapted to be lined up 
with,overlapped and connectibly matched with saidfirst 
freeedge portionand whichisalso providedwithatleast 
two companion buttonholes of a type through and be 
yondwhichthefree butconnectibleendsoftheedge unit 
ingtie can be quickylacedand tiedinto a holdinghalf 
knot for subsequent separation?More explicitlynovelty 
is predicated on theimproved tie whichis designed and 
adapted to facilitate tyingand untying byanurse oran 
authorized attendant but whichisintended,becauSe of 
its unusualstructuralcharacter,to thwart the eforts of 
afeeble,unbalanced ordisturbedpatienttountiethe free 
endsand disrobe.To the ends desired the free ends or 
end portionsareyieldinglystretchableandretractibleand 
normaiyretracted to provide the slip-resistantstate. 
The problem of havingto ccpe with tapes and,ties 
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2 
whosefreeendsaretooeasiyseparablehasposedaprob 
lem which hasapparentynotbeeneitherfulyrecognized 
or metby othersworkingin thisfeld ofendeavor.The 
objectin the presentinvention isto provideasimple, 
Practical and economical stay-put hospital gown tie 
whichwilthwarttheefortofadisturbed patienttountie 
the Sameand disrobeandwhichalsobecause ofitsunique 
capability will minimize the likelihood ofuntying,asis 
oftenthe case,whena patienttwistsandturnsinabed, 
TheSetogetherwithotherobjectsandadvantageswhich 

wilbecomesubsequentyapparentresidein the detais 
of construction and operation as more fuly hereinafter 
describedand claimed,reference being hadtotheaccom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof,wherein like 
numeralsrefertolike partsthroughout,andin which: 

Brief description of the drawing 
FIG,1isa viewinfrontelevation whichshowsa hos 

pitalgown orany equivalentgarmentwhose overlapping 
edges are shown in a parted position and wherein one 
edge portionis provided with a pair of selectively and 
colectively usable ties constructed in accordance with 
the preesntinvention? 
FIG.2isanenlarged fragmentaryviewin perspective 

whichaccentuatesthe inventive conceptandwhereinthe 
tippedgatheredend portions of the tie have been passed 
throughbuttonholes. 
FIG.3isaviewtaken ontheverticalsection line3?3 

of F?G?2? 
FIG.4isaviewsimiarto FIG.3andwhichshowsthe 

gatheredend portionsjoined bya so-caled half-knot? 
FIG.5isa viewin section andelevation which shows 

a Single tie with a portion broken awaythusillustrating 
the casing orsleeve and the enclosedelastic bandin ex 
tendedorstretchedform? 

Description of the preferred embodiment 
Referringnow to the views ofthe drawingitwilbe 

evident thatthe“garment”isamplydisclosedasa hospital 
gown but may,manifesty,take the form of a robe,a 
commonly usedterryclothrobe orthe like.In anyevent 
thegownis denotedgeneraly bythe numeral6and has 
an appropriate body portion 8 and a frst lengthwise 
edge portion 10 whichis designed andadapted to over 
lap and be Separably connected with a companion edge 
portion12.Therearetwoties(asshownin FIG.1)but 
a deScription of one adaptation will sufice forthe de 
Scription here,The edge portion 10is not unusualin 
thatitis provided with a cloth or similar patch12at 
an appropriate place,Said patch being provided with a 
pair of closey spaced paralelbuttonholes14toaccom 
modate the free end portions of the unique tape-liketie 
16.Tothe ends desiredthe edge portion12is provided 
with apatch18whichis stitchedin place and servesas 
a reinforcinganchorforthe median portion20,FIG,1, 
ofthetie. 
With reference now to FIG.5it wilbeseenthatthe 

preferred tie comprisesanelongatedtubularfabricsleeve 
which constitutesand providesa casing which sleeve is 
denotedat22.Althoughthissleevemaybe ofsomeother 
fabricit has been foundin actualpractice thatacrinkly 
fabric Suchasseersuckerisidealforthepurposes desired, 
FIG.5 shows the sleeve inits fuly stretched position 
and also with the companion encased elastic band24 
Stretched?Thisis merely forilustration purposes,inas 
muchasin practice itwilbeunderstoodthatthe sleeve 
22 is of a predetermined length and transverse cross 
Sectionand hasitsoppositefreeendsdoubleduponthem 
selvesas at26(FIG,3)with theterminalend portion 
28stitchedin placeasat30.Itwi1befurthernotedthat 
the coactingend portion32 ofthe bandisinterposedin 
the double-overfold andis ikewisefxedin place.Fur 
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ther,theend portionisnarrowedand Suficiently stifto 
provideatip whichcan beeasiythreadedthrougha Se 
1ectedoneofthe buttonholes.Itisalsotobepointed Out 
that the elastic band24isnormaly contracted and re 
1axedand ofalengthappreciablylessthanthe length of 
thetfabricsleeve22.Itfolows that whenthe band con 
tractsitselfitfunctionstogathertherespective end por? 
tions ofthe tie?Itisevident therefore thatthe gathered 
?orionsprovidea plurality of pufy folds whichare de? 
noted at34?These folds not only give the sleeve the 
desired fullingefect butrenderthe respective end por 
tionsanti-slippingafterthey have beenthreaded through 
the buttonholesas shownin FIGS?2 and3.Then,too, 
afterthegatheredendsaretiedinto a half-knotaSShown 
in FIG.4thelikelihood ofthegatheredendsslidingback 
throughthe buttonholesis reducedto a practical mini 
mum.Itwillbe notedinadditionthatthecroSS-Section 
ofthe gatheredend portionsisgreaterthan the normal 
size ofthe buttonholesto resisteasyretrograde sliding, 
Itfolowsthatthe thus constructed amplyanchored tie 
welservesthepurposesforwhichithas beendevisedand 
efectively used? 
Itisto be pointed outthatalthough the invention 

shownand describedisspecificallyreferred toasagown 
forhospitalpatientsitisnotlimitedtoanyspecific cate 
gory ofgowns.Infact,the essence oftheinyention has 
to dowithauniquetieforgarmentsandwhich can be 
propedyadaptedforuse ontapesandthelike whichare 
üsedonchildrensplayclothes,women'sdresses,Smocks, 
apronsandthe ike wherevertie-endsareseparably con 
nectedinthemannershown? 

Theforegoingisconsideredasilustrativeonly ofthe 
principles oftheinvention.Further,sincenumerous?9d ?cationsandchangeswilreadiyoccurtothoseskiled 
intheart,itisnot desired tolimittheinventiontothe 
exact construction and operation shown and deScribed, 
andaccordingyalsuitablemodificationsandequivalents 
may beresorted to,falingwithin the Scope of thein 
ventionasclaimed 
Whatisclaimedasnewisasfolows: 
1?In combination,a-garmentembodyinga body por 

tionand havingafrstfreeedge portion,a Second com 
plementalfreeedge portionadaptedto belined up wth, 
overlappedand connectibly matchedwith Saidfirstfree 
edge portion and provided withatleasttwocompanion 
buttonholes ofa-type through and beyondthe free but 
connectibleendsofanedge-unitingtiewhichcanbequick 
1ylacetiedintoaholdingknotorotherwise Separablycon 
nectedtogether,andanimproved manualymanipulatable 
tie secured ofits median portion to Saidfrstfree edge 
Portion and havingfree,but connectible ends designed 
andadapted tofacilitatetyingand untying byanurSeor 
anauthorizedattendant but whichisintended to thwart 
the eforts of afeeble,unbalanced or disturbed patient 
to untie saidfreeendsand disrobe,Said free ends being 
yieldinglystretchableandretractable,and normaly re 
tractedandslip-resistant,wherebya hand-tied knottends 
to stay put until untied byan authorized person other 
thanthe patient, 
2?The garmentand tie defnedin andaccordingto 
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4 
claim 1,and wherein that portion of Said Second edge 
whichis providedwithsaid buttonholesisreinforcedwith 
afixedyattached thickness-increasingtear-resistingcloth 
?atch? 
3?The garmentand tie defned in and according to 

claim1,and also wherein the median portion of Said 
tieissuperimposed onand Securedtoareinforcingcloth 
Datch which in turnis superimposed flatwise on a pre 
Scribed fat Surface of said first edge portion and is 
Securelystitchedthereto. 
4,Thegarment and tie defined in and accordingto 

claim I,and wherein said tie comprises an elongated 
tubularfabric sleeve constitutingand defininga casing, 
andan elastic band confined and concealedinsaid skeve 
and havingopposite endsthereofsecured tolike opposite 
end portions of said casing,said elastic band being 
normaly relaxed and Whenthus contracted and relaxed 
being ofalengthlessthanthe lengthofsaid casingwhen 
the latteris drawn out toits greatest length and func 
tioningtoshorten,contractandgatherthe casingwhereby 
the resultant close-gatheredrufie-like folds render the 
Separableand connectible free end portionssubstantialy 
anti-slipping when looped and tied to provide an end 
connecting knot, 
5.The garmentand tie defned in andaccordingto 

claim 4,and wherein Said casing hasits opposite end 
cloSed,reinforced and Slighty reducedin cross-section 
to provide relatively stif pilotingand threadingtips? 
6.The garment and tie defnedin and accordingto 

claim 4and whereinsaidtieismade ofacrinkledfabric 
Suchas SeerSuckerand wherein the pufyfolds providea 
fulingefect which makesthe casing ofacross-section 
greater than the size of the buttonholes wherebytore 
sistretrograde sliding ofthe end portions ofthe casing 
Once they have been threaded throughand beyondtheir 
respective buttonholes? 
7,The garmentand tie defnedin and accordingto 

claim 1,and wherein Said tie comprises an elongated 
tubular sleeve made of crinkly fabric,seersuckerforex 
ample,Said Sleeve being of(1)a predetermined length 
and(2)tranSverSe croSS-Section and havingitsopposite 
free ends doubled upon themselves,andan elastic band 
encasedin Said sleeve and havingitsrespective ends co 
ordinated withtherespective doubledends,stitchedthere 
to and cooperating therewith in stifening the thus 
doubled Stitched ends,said band being normaly con 
tractedandrelaxedand of a length appreciably1ess than 
the length of the sleeve and servingtogatherthesleeve 
and toprovide a plurality of pufyfoldswhichnotonly 
give the sleeve the desired fulling efect butrenderthe 
respective end portions anti-slippingafter having been 
threadedthrough Said buttonholesandalsosuch thatthe 
foldsresistuntyingofahand-tied knot, 
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