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(57) Abstract

Lithographic printing plates for wet or waterless offset printing are disclosed which can be imagewise exposed using
a digitally controlled IR laser. The invention comprises a laser imageable lithographic printing plate comprising a substrate
(201), a photosensitive coating (202) on the substrate, and a water soluble laser ablatable top coating (264) containing dyes or
polymers that absorb infra-red, ultraviolet and visible light. Laminated transparent polymer films and/or peelable polymeric
coatings films (203) can be interposed between the coated substrate and a water soluble and/or organic solvent soluble laser
ablatable top layer to augment plate production or image inscription on the plate.
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