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(57) Abstract: A fuel cell generates electricity by supplying a fuel
gas to the anode side and an oxidization gas to the cathode side of a
film-electrode complex. It is possible to detect a failure of the fuel cell
through a voltage change after the operation stop in order to suppress
a cross leak amount after the failure detection until the next operation
stop (steps S11, S13, S15). When a failure of the fuel cell is detected
(Yes in step S11), the back pressure setting value of a pressure adjust-
ing valve arranged at the cathode exit side of the fuel cell is modified
to a higher value (steps S21, S23).
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Accordingly, there exigts no special technical feature for linking
the inventions of claims 1-7 so as to form a single general inventive
concept.

Consequently, it is obvious that the inventions of claims 1-7 do
not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention.

Next, consideration is taken on the number of inventions linked so
as to form a general inventive concept, i.e., the number of inventions.

Among the inventiong of ¢laimg 1-7, only four inventionsg, i.e., claims
1, 4, 5, 7 are independent claims not referring to any other claims.
The inventions of claims 2-3 refer to claim 1. The inventions of c¢laim
6 refers to claim 5. Accordingly, the inventions of claims 1 and 5
are linked by the technical feature described in claim 1 itself. The
inventions of claims 4 and 7 are linked by the technical feature described
in claim 4 itself. These technical features themselves can be special
technical features. Moreover, there isnoother technical feature which
links the plurality of inventions.

Therefore, the claims of thig international application ig divided
into the two groups: “claims 1-3, 5-6,” and “claimg 4, 77.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2005)
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