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This invention relates in general to show-cases and dis-
play-cases, and, more particularly, to such show-cases as
counter show-cases: and the like adapted for installation
in retail stores. ‘ :

An object of this inveation is to provide an- improved
show-case of simplified construction which can be- set up
in place or taken down and removed with a minimum
amount of expense and labor.

Another object of the invention is to provide a show-
case comprising 2 plurality of similar sections adapted to
be- arranged together in series so that any desired num-
ber of sections may be employed to form a show-case. and
the length of tlie show-case determined by the number of
sections used.

A related object of the invention is to- provide a show-
case which can easily be lengthened or shortened as’ de-
sired to meet changed conditions; by adding further sec-
tions at the ends or removing sections from the ends.

A further object of the invention is to provide an im-
preved show-case having only a minimum amount of
structural members, which' members will be relatively in-
conspicuous, and which will enable theé - show-case  to
provide maximum visibility of the contents of the show-
case.

Ar important object of the invention- is' to- provide a
show-case" construction: which: will include  an improved
adjustable bracket assembly for the mounting of adjust-
able shelves: within the showcase whereby varied arrange-
ments of shelves can be made with the shelves adjustably
but rigidly supported. .

An additional object of the invention is to provide an
improved show-case construction which will be simple
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and practical, and which will be composed of individual .

members or parts which will be inexpensive to manu-
facture and which can be readily mounted and de-mounted
whenever required.

The manner in which these objects and other incidental

advantages are attained, the general details' of construc- .

tion, and the manner in which the individual elements are
formed and employed in my improved show-case con-
struction will be readily understood from the following
brief description with reference to the accompanying
drawings. ‘

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a show-cise formed in
accordance with my invention arnd comprising two simi-
lar sections or portions, the broken lines indicating how
a show-case may be enlarged by the addition of a further
similar section or portion;

Figure 2 is an enlarged transverse sectional view on
line 2—2 of Figure 1; .

Figure 3 is a fragmentary plan view taken above. one
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of the rear pests and taken on line 3—3. of Figure 2, but * -

drawn to an enlarged scale, the. top. glass panel. of the
show-case being omitted from the figure;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional elevation of one-of
the rear posts corresponding to line 4—4 of Figure. 3;
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2,

Figure 5 is a top plan view of the. show-case.of Figures
1'and 2 with the top glass panels omitted;

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary plan section of the
left hand front corner of the show-case of Figure 5, and
thus corresponds to an enlarged fragmentary section
taken on line 6-—6 of Figure 1;

Figure 7 is a similar enlarged fragmentary plan section
of the center front post of the show-case of Figure 5, and
thus corresponds to an enlarged fragmentary section taken
along line 7—7 of Figure 1;

Figure 8 is a fragmentary plan view taken from above
the right hand front corner of the show case of Figure 5;

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the top end of -one of
the front posts of the show-case showing the angle bracket
and the angle plate attached thereto;

Figure 10 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view of the
rear left corner of the show-case of Figure 5;

Figure 11 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional eleva-
tion taken on line 11-—11 of Figure 5; :

Figure 12 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional eleva-
tion taken on line 12—32 of Figure 5 and a section on
line 12—12 of Figure 11;

Figure 13 is a fragmentary perspective view taken from,
the inside of the show-case showing the upper right hand
front corner of the show-case of Figure 5;

Figure: 14 is a fragmentary perspective view of one of
the rear posts of the show-case; and

Figure 15 is a perspective view of one of the shelf
brackets adapted to be removably mounted in any. of the
rear posts.

Referring first to Figures 1 and 2, the show-case is
mounted on a suitable base, indicated in general by the
reference character 16, which base is made of the. length
desired for the show-case and which includes a platform
11 (Figure 2) supported on suitable legs or floor members
and having a wall or base boards on all four sides. A
plurality of rear posts 12, of special construction to be
described later, are secured in the base or mounted on
the platform 11, and may be. secured thereto in any suit-
able manner, as for example by the foot members 13.
Crie, of these rear posts is located at.each end of the show-
case while others are mounted at spaced intervals, de-
pending upon the length of the show-case and correspond-
ing to the sections or portions which comprise- the show-
case. . In the show-case illustrated in Figures 1 and §,
which comprises only two. portions or sections, only. one
additional rear post is used and is positioned midway
between the end rear posts since the two show-case sec-
tions are of equal length.

. A front post 18 is mounted at each front corner of each
of the sections. comprising the show-case, the bottom of
the front posts being attached to the base or to the bot-
tom platform X1 in any suitable manmer, as, for example,
by a foot angle 19 (Figure 2).

4 floor panel 14 (Figure 2), forming the floor of the
show-case display, is positicred at any desired height
above the bottom platform 31. The floor display panel
14 is secured at the rear to brackets 15 which in turn are
supported by the rear pests 12 and at the front the floor
panel 14 is secured to longitudinally-extending angle iron
strip. 16 which is fastened to the rear face of a front base
panel board 17. There is a separate front base panel
board 17 for each section or portion of the show-case and

-similarly a separate flcor parel 14 for each section. In the

two sections which. comprise the show-case. iliustrated in
Figure 1 the two front base panel boards 17, 17 have the
same height, and the two floor panels 14 would thus
extend in the same horizontal plane, but one of the base
panel boards can be made higher or lower than the.other
and the corresponding floor panels positioned correspond-
ingly at different levels for variation in the composite

show-case if desired.
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A top transverse rail 20, later described, connects the
top of each front post 18 to a rear post 12, and a longitu-
dinal top front rail 21 connects successive front posts at
the top. The rear posts are also connected at the top by
a wooden rear rail 22. (Figures 3 and 4) which extends
the full length of the show-case.

The rear posts 12, which constitute a novel and im-
portant feature of the invention, are each formed from a
pair of U-shaped members or channel irons, one inside
the other, as shown most clearly in Figure 14. The out-
side channel iron 23 and the inside charnel iron 24 are
secured to each other, preferably by welding, in the rela-
tive position shown in Figure 14 so that the center or
front vertical walls will be in spaced parallel arrange-
ment. The front walls of the two channel irons 23 and
24 each have a row of identical, spaced, vertical slots 41
and 42 respectively. The vertical spacing between these
slots is exactly equal to the length of the slots and the
slots in the corresponding channel irons 23 and 24 are in
horizontal alignment respectively.

Each rear post is adapted for adjustably supporting shelf
brackets. One of these brackets 43 is shown fully in
Figure 15. Each bracket 43 has an enlarged rear portion
44 from which three identical spaced fingers 45 extend
horizontally and rearwardly. The height of each of these
fingers 45 is the same as the length of the slots 41 or 42,
and the spacing between the fingers 45 is also the same
as the length of the slots and the spacing between the
slots. The thickness of the fingers corresponds to the
width of the slots. The bottom edge of each finger 45
has a pair of notches 46, The two notches in each finger
are spaced apart the same distance as the front walls of
the two channel jrons 23 and 24 of the post, and the
width of the notches 46 corresponds to the thickmess of
the front walls of the two channel members 23 and 24.
The corresponding notches in all three fingers 45 of the
bracket are in vertical alignment. Consequently when the
three fingers 45 are inserted in the three pairs of slots 41
and 42 in the post, and the bracket is moved slightly down-
wardly the notches of the three fingers will engage the
two channel members 23 and 24 of the post 12 and hold
the bracket 43 firmly in place.

The fact that there are a plurality of identical fingers
45 and the fact that each finger 45 has two notches which
respectively engage the spaced walls of the two channel
members will cause the mounted bracket to be held firmly
against any side sway even through the bracket itself is
not wide, and will also cause the bracket to be held
against any attempt fo tip the bracket either up or down.
Thus the shelf brackets 43 are rigidly mounted in the rear
posts 12 but can be easily removed from their posts or
set either in higher or lower positicn. Also, of course,
the brackets can be made of different lengths if so desired
(as illustrated in Figure 2 where the lower bracket is
longer than the upper bracket to enable the lower bracket
to carry a wider shelf than the upper bracket).

Each front post 18 is substantially S-shaped in cross
section, or, more exactly, is formed into two reversed
U-shaped channels 25 and 26 (see Figure 6). The outer
or front U-shaped channel 23 serves as a frame for the
inserted vertical edge of the adjacent front glass panel 27.
The inner or rear U-shaped channel 26 serves the double
purpose of providing strength and rigidity for the post and
of providing a passageway for electric wires (not shown)
for interior lighting of the show-case as desired. Holes
are drilled at intervals in the channel 25 to accommodate
screws 29 (Figure 6) by which the corner wooden mem-
ber 30 at the end of the show-case may be attached to a
front post. An end wall panel 28 in turn is secured in
front to the wooden corner member 38, for example by
screws 31.

Preferably, but not necessarily, the outer wall of the
rear U-shaped channel 26 is extended, as illusirated at
32 in Figure 6, for front posts at a corresponding front
corner (for example in each left hand front corner) of
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each show-case section, while a corresponding rear wall
32’ of the post in the other corner (Figure 7) of each
show-case section is not extended and the rear U-shaped
channel 26’ in such case is made narrower. Then when
one show-case section is joined to another at the fromt
the two posts will be arranged as shown in Figure 7, the
rear wall 32 of the front post of one section extending
over the rear face of the corresponding wall 32’ of the
adjacent front portion, and these walls are then secured to
each other by spot welding or by screws. The front chan-
nels of the two adjacent posts (Figure 7) are also secured
together by rivets or screws 33.

An angle bracket 34 (Figures 9 and 13) has its vertical
leg welded or otherwise secured at the top of the rear
U-shaped channel 26 of each front post and the horizontal
Jeg of this bracket extends outwardly from the top of the
post parallel to the front of the show-case. An angle plate
35 has one arm secured on the horizontal leg of the
bracket 34 and the other arm extending rearwardly in
the same horizontal plane. The longitudinal top front
metal rail 21 of the show-case (see Figures 1, 2, 5, 8, 11
and 13) rests upon and is removably secured to the angle
plate 35 above each front post. The front end of a
top transverse rail 20 also rests on and is removably
secured to each angle plate 35. As shown in Figure 8,
a portion of the horizontal flange of the front rail 21 is
cut away to accommodate a portion of the horizontal
flange of the transverse rail 20 so that the horizontal
flanges of both rails will be in the same horizontal plane.
The horizontal flanges of these rails support the corre-
sponding edges of the glass top panels of the show-case.

The shape of the top front metal rail 21 is shown most
clearly in Figures 11 and 13. The rail is made from a strip
of suitable metal and so formed as to provide a main
vertical wall with the metal strip turned back on itself
at the bottom of the vertical wall and extending part way
back up the rear face of the front wall and then turned
outwardly or rearwardly at right angles to form a hori-
zontal flange extending along between the top and bottom
of the front vertical wall. When the top front rail 21 is
in place this front wall of the rail extends down over the
top edge of a front glass panel 27 of the show-case as
shown in Figure 13, and thus, in combination with the
front wall of the front U-shaped channel 25 of the front
post at each end of a show-case section, provides a frame
for the front glass panel. The cutside walls of the chan-
nels 25 of the front posts are cut away at the top suf-
ficiently to provide clearance for the front wall of the top
front rail 21 as shown in Figure 11. The top edge of the
front wall of the rail is curved inwardly slightly so as to
extend over the front edge of the top glass panel of the
show-case section.

Each transverse top rail 20 is shaped as shown in Figure
13 and is thus formed similar to the top front rail 21, and
the horizontal flange of each transverse rail 20 provides
support for the adjacent side edge of the top glass panel
just as the horizontal flange of the top front rail 21 sup-
ports the front edge of the top glass panel. A single
transverse rail 20 extends from the front corner post to
the rear corner post at each end of the entire show-case.
In between the ends of the show-case, where the sections
of the show-case ccme together, a pair of transverse top
rails extend from the adjacent front posts to a rear post,
and in such case the two adjacent transverse rails are fas-
tened together by screws or bolts 37 (Figure 11) extend-
ing through their vertical walls below their horizontal
flanges.

A horizontal plate 38 (Figures 4, 11 and 12) is welded
or otherwise secured on the top of each rear post 12 and
extends for a short distance rearwardly beyond the post.
The top rear wooden rail 22 passes under the plate 38, and
the rear end of each transverse rail 20 extends over the
plate 38. Screws pass down through the horizontal flanges
of the transverse rails 20 through holes in the plates 38
and into the underlying wooden rail 22. The wooden rail
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22 is recessed below each plate 38 so that the top face
of the rail 22 will be flush with the top faces of the hori-
zontal flanges of the transverse rails 20. The vertical
walls of the transverse rails 20 are cut away below the
horizontal flanges where these transverse rails extend
over the plates 38 and over the top of the rear posts 12.
A rear top finish strip 39 is secured to the rear face of
the wooden rail 22 and extends up as far as the top of
the vertical walls of the transverse rails 20 and thus pro-
vides a border strip for the rear edge of the top glass
panels of -the show-case.

Sliding doors (not shown) of any suitable construction
are provided for the rear of the show-case, the tops of
these doors passing along under the rear wooden rail 22.
A top wooden strip 40 (Figures 5 and 10) provides the
top finish on the top of the outside end walls 28 of the
show-case.

Thus, apart from the foundation platform structure, the
end walls of the show-case, the wooden panels at the
bottom of the front of each show-case section, the rear
doors, and minor members, the show-case structural mem-
bers consist principally of the rear posts, which adjustably
support the brackets for the shelves in each show-case sec-
tion, the front posts, which are doubled where two show-
cage sections are joined together, the transverse top rails
20, having their ends removably connected to the front
and rear posts respectively, and the top front rail. The
glass panels at the front and on the top of each show-case
section complete the show-case.

Due to the fact that the principal metal structural
members can be easily and quickly joined together, the
setting up of the show-case sections is accomplished with
a minimum of time and labor, and similarly the de-
mounting of the show-case, either for re-designing, size
changing, or removal to another locality, is accomplished
without difficulty. By varying the top longitudinal front
rails 21 and the longitudinal spacing of the front posts
18 and correspondingly of the rear posts 12, and using
glass panels of different length, variations in the length
of the individual show-case sections can readily be made.
While in Figures 1 and 5 I have shown the two sections
of the illustrated show-case as identical in size, it will
be understood that one section can be made of different
length from the other, and also, as indicated by the
broken lines in Figure 1, the completed show-case can
be made longer by removing an end wall and adding a
further section. Further variation is possible by having
the front wooden panels 17 at the bottom of the front of
each section extend up to different heights and thus
making the display portion of a particular section of
greater or less height.

Many minor modifications in my show-case construc-
tion would be possible without departing from the prin-
ciple of my invention-and without changing the form
and manner of use of the principal metal structural mem-
bers described. ’
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I claim:

1. In a show-case construction, a post, said post having
an outer channel member and an inner channel member
secured together with their center front walls in spaced
parallel arrangement, identical spaced vertical slots in
each of said vertical front walls, the slots in one wall
being in registration respectively with those in the other
wall, and a shelf bracket adjustably mounted on said
post, said bracket having a vertically enlarged rear por-
tion and a plurality of identical spaced fingers extending
horizontally and rearwardly from said rear portion, the
height of each finger corresponding to -the length of a
slot in said post and the spacing between the fingers
corresponding to the spacing between consecutive slots,
a pair of notches on the bottom edge of each finger, said
notches spaced apart a distance corresponding to the
spacing between said vertical front walls in said post,
the width of said notches corresponding to the thickness
of said walls respectively, and the thickness of said fingers
corresponding to the width of said slots, whereby said
bracket will be held firmly against side movement and
at right angles to the front wall of said post.

2. In a show-case construction of the character de-
scribed, a plurality of identical, spaced rear posts, each of
said posts including an outer channel member and an
inner channel member secured together with their center
front walls in spaced parallel arrangement, identical spaced
vertical slots in each of said vertical front walls, the slots
in one wall being in registration respectively with those
in the other wall, the vertical spacing between the slots
in each wall being equal to the length of said slots, and
shelf brackets adjustably mounted on said rear posts,
each bracket having a rear portion and a plurality of
identical spaced fingers extending horizontally and rear-
wardly from said rear portion, the height of each finger
corresponding to the length of a slot in said rear posts
and the spacing between the fingers corresponding to
the spacing between consecutive slots, a pair of notches
on the bottom edge of each finger, said notches spaced
apart a distance corresponding to the spacing between
said vertical front walls in said posts, the width of said
notches corresponding to the thickness of said walls re-
spectively, and the thickness of said fingers correspond-
ing to the width of said slots, whereby said brackets will
be held firmly against side movement and at right angles
to the front walls of the posts on which they are mounted,
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