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This invention relates to swimming at-
tachments such as are worn by bathers. It
is among the objects of this invention to
provide a swimming attachment which shall

5 be adapted to be worn by a bather in a man-
per to prevent interference with the freedom
of arms and leg motion and which shall be
adapted to be worn on the part of the body
which is'least buoyant and most difficult to

10 sustain above water.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide & swimming attachment comprising in-
flatable tubing which is formed of a one-
piece integral member and which is adapted

15 to extend over a relatively large part of the
body of its wearer.

Still another object of this invention is to
provide a swimming attachment of the above
designated character which shall be of sim-

20 ple and relatively inexpensive construction
and which shall be attachable by a single
fastening means, and which when in its fas-
tened position, is practically secure against
displacement.

eretofore various forms of swimming at-

tachments such as swimming belts, water
wings or the like have been proposed and it
has also been suggested to insert inflatable
meinbers *in bathing suits and bathing
30 trunks. . All of these devices serve the pur-
ose for which they are intended but are
ound to be defitient in many respects, par-
ticularly in the manner in which the body is
supported which in most instances is incon-
35 sistent with the proper swimming position,
or in that they produce extreme resistance
to movement of the body through the water,
thus making it difficult for the wearer to ac-
quire the ability to swim.
In accordance with the present invention,
a swimming attachment comprising a one-
piece inflatable tubing is formed to consti-
tute a belt portion adapted to encircle the
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40

body of the wearer at the midsection and a’

45 plurality of leg portions encircling the legs
at or near the swinmming trunks, and a con-
necting portion joining the belt and leg por-
tions, which extends at or near the sides of
the body, all of which portions are inflata-

50 ble by a single valve and constitute an inte-
gral member which may be worn over top of
any of the well known types of bathing
suits.

In the accompanying drawing constitut-

55 ing a parf hereof and in which like refer-

ence characters designate like parts, Fig. 1 is
a diagrammatic view illustrating the appli-
cation of a swimming attachment embody-
ing the principles of this invention; Fig. 2
an elevational view of the swimming attach-
ment and Figs. 3 and 4 are a side elevational
view and a top plan view respectively illus-
trating the buckle and strap members by
means of which the device is attached to the
body of the wearer. .

Referring to Fig. 2 of the drawing, 1 illus-
trates the waist or belt portion of the swim-
ming device which comprises an inflatable
tube having a buckle portion 2 and a strap
%(_)rtion 3 joined in the manner illustrated in
Figs. 3 and 4 by attaching the same to the
body of the wearer as-illustrated in Fig. 1.
A pair of side portions 4 are joined inte-
grally with the waist portion 1 and also with
a pair of leg portions 5, the members 4 being
so joined to members 1 and 5 as to constitute
the inflatable member a one-piece communi-
cating tube which is inflatable through a
valve 6 which is illustrated in detail in Fig.
3 wherein it is shown as controlling a pas-
sage 7 that leads to the inflatable body of
the swimming device.

The inflatable tube or body. portion may
be made of any suitable fabrie, such as rub-
berized cloth or rubber tubing, such as are
well known in the art, and may be housed
in a jacket of fabric to provide for-uniform
inflation along the entire portion of the de-

‘Vice. .

As shown in Fig. 1 the swimming device
is attached by stepping into the leg portions
5 and securing the waist portion 1 by fas-
tening the strap 3 in the buckle 2. When
attached the device is held in its proper po-
sition since the'leg portions 5 prevent up-
ward movement and the belt portion 1 is of
lesser dimension than the hips of the wearer,
whereby downward movement 1s prevented.

In Fig. 1 the side portions 4 are 1Hustrated
as being substantially at the sides but it is
obvious that they nay be located at the front
or rear as well as the sides or a plurality of
such connecting portions 4 may be employed.

It is evident from the foregoing descrip-
tion of this invention that swimming attach-
ments made in accordance therewith com-
prise a simple und efficient device for use by
bathers which will materially aid in floating
the body on the water and it is further evi-
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located on the body as to support the same

in proper swimming position.

Although one embodiment of the inven-
tion has been illustrated and described, it
will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that various modifications may be made in
the details of construction without depart-
ing from the principles herein set forth.

I claim:

1. A swimming device comprising inflata-
ble tubing formed to constitute a belt and
leg encircling portions and having connect-
ing portions formed integrally therewith.

2. A swimming device comprising inflata-
ble tubing formed to constitute a belt and
leg encircling portions and having connect-
ing portions formed integrally therewith, all
of said portions being joined to constitute a
unitary inflatable element.

3. A swimming device as set forth in
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claim 2 which is adapted to be attached by
a single fastening means.

4. A swimming device comprising inflata-
ble tubing formed to constitute a belt and
leg encircling portions having connecting
portions adapted to hold the same in proper
spaced relation.

5. A swimming device comprising inflata-
ble tubing made to constitute a belt and leg
encircling portions having connecting por-
tions adapted to hold the same in proper
spaced relation, all of said portions having
connecting passages whereby they are con-
stituted a unitary inflatable member and
having a single valve passage by means of
which the device may be inflated.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand.

STEVE GATES.
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