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is held in a yieldingly retracted position by ifications come within the spirit and Scope 
a pair of springs 26 (see Figs. 2 and 4). To 
disengage the cover from the set up crate it 
is only necessary to move the bar 25 out 
wardly, to disengage the hooks 23 from the 
members 24. The cover may now easily be 
lifted and moved rearwardly to disengage 
the hooks 21. To replace the cover this op 
eration is reversed. To Secure the cover 
upon the closed or knocked down crate, the 
rear edge is slipped under a pair of brackets 
27, carried by the base section, at one side, 
after which the hooks 23 may be engaged 
with a pair of socket brackets 28, carried by 
the opposite side of the crate. - 

In order to gain access to both chambers 
or sides of the crate I provide the cover 
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· the lever forward 
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section F with a pair of hand hole doors 
or lids 29, hinged as at 30. These doors 
are each releasably held closed by a latch 
member 31, the same being pivotally se 
cured by a bolt 32 to the cover section, and 
is provided with a slot 33, whereby it will 
have a limited sliding movement with re 
spect to the bolt. This bolt 32 is held down, 
against the latch lever 31, by a spring 34 
(see Fig. 7), thereby tending to hold the 
lever 31 in any position to which it may be 
adjusted. When the lever 31 is in the po 
sition shown at the right in Fig. 2 the door 
with which it is associated is free to be 
opened or closed, as may be desired. When 
the door is to be secured in its closed posi 
tion the lever 31 is turned ninety degrees 
and then moved backward, i. e., toward the 
side section C, as far as the slot 33 will per 
mit, as at the left in Fig. 2. In this posi 
tion it engages a stop or shoulder 35 which 
prevents it from swinging open accidentally. 
To open the door it is first necessary to slide 

• against the friction 
created by the spring 34, after which the 
lever may be swung or turned to release the 
door. - 

It may here be noted that the doors 29 
each carries, near its swinging end, a cleat 
or stop 36, and when the door is closed this 
cleat engages the rod or bar 25 and thus 
prevents the hooks 23 from becoming dis 
engaged accidentally at any time and also 
prevents a manual opening of the cover sec 
tion unless both of the doors 29 are first 
opened. Thus the cleats 36 also serve to 
lock the cover section in place both when 
the Crate is set up and when closed or col 
lapsed. 
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It is understood that suitable modifica 
tions may be made in the general design and 
structural details of the invention as herein 
shown, provided, howevel', that said mod 

of the appended claims. 
Having now therefore fully shown and 

described my invention, what I claim to be 
new ánd desire to protect by Letters Patent 
IS ! • 

1. A erate comprising hingedly connected 
sections, a cover for closing the crate, said 
cover having a hand hole door whereby ac 
cess to the interior of the crate may be had 
without removing the cover, means for de 
tachably securing the cover to the crate, 
comprising a substantially U-shaped member 
slidably carried by the cover and having 
hooks at its ends for engagement with the 
crate, said U-shaped member being inter 
lockably associated with said hand hoie 
door. • 

sections, a cover for closing the crate, said 
cover having a hand hole door whereby ac 
cess to the interior of the crate may be had 
without removing the cover, means for de 
tachably securing the cover to the crate, 
comprising a substantially U-shaped mem 
ber slidably carried by the cover and having 
hooks at its ends for engagement with the 
crate, and means carried by the door for en 
gaging the member to prevent the . disen 
gagement of the hooks from the crate. 

2. A crate comprising hingedly connected 
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3. A crate comprising hingedly connected 

sections, a cover for closing the crate, said 
cover having a hand hole door whereby ac 
cess to the interior of the crate may be had 
without removing the cover, means for de 
tachably securing the cover to the crate, com 
prising a substantially U-shaped member 
siidably carried by the cover and having 
hooks at its ends for engagement with the 
crate, spring means for normally holding 
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the hooks in a retracted position, and means . 
operative by closing the hand hole door for 
locking the hooks in a retracted position. 

4. A crate comprising hingedly connected 
sections, a cover for closing the crate, said 
cover having a hand hole door whereby ac 
cess to the interior of the crate may be had 
Without removing the cover, means for de 
tachably securing the cover to the crate, com 
prising a substantially U-shaped member 
slidably carried by the cover and having 
hooks at its ends for engagement with the 
crate, spring means for normally holding the 
hooks in a retracted position, and means, 
carried by the door, for positively holding 
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the hooks in a retracted position when the 
door is closed. · · In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

FREDERICK L. ARDUSER. 


