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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, FéLIX ALCAN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Zanes 
ville, county of Muskingum and State of 
Ohio, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Means for Setting Mosaics, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention is a means for setting mo 

saics whereby a workman may accurately 
position the different successive parts of a 
mosaic pattern or design into a cement bed 
in such manner that the part or parts last 
installed will register accurately with the 
parts or part previously installed, as a result 
of which all the parts are in accurate regis 
ter, and considerable time and labor are 
saved, for the reason that the workman is 
not required to remove any part of the mo saic which may be inaccurately positioned. 
In this art it is customary to prepare the 

sections or parts of a floor mosaic at a tile 
factory for rapidity and economy of opera 
tion. Such preparation involves, usually, 
the employment of a wire bottom frame, in 
the openings of which the tesserae or pieces 
of ceramic are placed by hand, either to pro 
duce a plain mosaic or in accordance with a 
design or pattern. After the pieces shall 
have been assembled, it is essential that they 
shall be united, so as to preserve them in 
their assembled order, and this is accom 
plished by various expedients, the most 
usual of which is to apply a backing sheet, 
usually of fibrous material, the same being 
cemented to the backs of the tile pieces, 
thereby retaining the tesserae in their proper 
order and in spaced relation to each other 
at their edges. This backing sheet is usu 
ally paper, of a more or less opaque nature. 
Now, when the tile layer comes to lay the 
mosaic section in a bed of cementitious ma 
terial, it is turned over so that the backing 
sheet is uppermost, and this sheet, by reason 
of the opaque nature of the material, con 
ceals the tesserae from the view of the Work 
man, as a result of which operation the de 
sign or pattern can not be seen and it hap- . 
pens very frequently that the section of part 
just laid in the cement bed fails to register 
with the parts or sections previously in 
stalled, so that the workman is required to 
remove some or all of the mosaic, thus in 
volving time, labor and expense. 
The object of this invention is to over 

come the foregoing and other disadvantages, 

and to provide a simple and efficient means 
whereby a section or part of a mosaic may 
be laid in accurate register with sections or 
parts previously installed. 
The invention consists of a mosaic section comprising a backing sheet to one face of 

which are attached the tesserae forming the 
design or pattern, the salient feature of the 
invention being the provision on the other 
face of the backing sheet a pictorial repre 
Sentation of the design or pattern, all parts 
of which are in register with the tesserae and 
which representation is in the full view of 
the Workman while engaged in the operation 
of laying the mosaic in the cement bed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view 
of several sheets of fibrous material, each of 
which is provided on one face thereof with 
a representation of a section of mosaic work. 
Fig. 2 is a section through a backing sheet 
with the tesserae attached to the under sur 
face of the sheet. Fig. 3 is a plan view of 
the Sections of mosaic or the tesserae as the 
appear when about to be laid. . 
Each section consists of a backing sheet A. 
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provided on one surface thereof with a pic 
torial representation B of the pattern or sec 
tion of mosaic and to the other face of said 
backing sheet is cemented, glued or other 
wise attached the pieces of ceramic or the 
tesserae C constituting the mosaic section. 
The tesserae forming the design or pattern 
shown are in accurate register with all parts. of the pictorial representation B on the 
other face of the sheet. As shown, a plu 
rality of backing sheets 1 to 9, inclusive, are 
used, on one face of which, i. e. the upper 
side shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, is ex 
ecuted a representation of the section of till 
ing which is to be laid. The backing sheets 
are designed to be fitted together in proper 
order to produce the complete design. in 
mosaic shown in Fig. 3. The tesserae form 
ing the mosaic are attached to the other face 
of the backing sheets, said tesserae of the de 
sign being opposite to and in accurate reg 
ister with all parts of the design B appear 
ing on the other surface of the sheet. As is 
usual, the pieces of ceramic are attached by 
gluing or cementing them to the sheet. The 
tesserie C are composed of tile, stone, etc., 
and they are in different colors to secure the 
desired appearance or effect. Each section 
of tiling consists of a desired number of 
pieces attached in the required order to the 

85 

90 

95 

00 

105 

10 



backing sheet and in register with the pic 
ture B thereon. The tile sections on the 
sheets 1 to 9, both inclusive, are indicated 
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at a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, , respectively, said 
sections forming when assembled the com 
plete design shown. 
The utility of my invention is now ap 

parent. The nine sections of mosaic are in 
stalled successively by the workman by turn 
ing the sections with the tiles face down 
ward into the cement bed, the backing sheets 
being uppermost. The workman will, of 
course, have a drawing of the design to guide 
him in laying the mosaic sections, and as 
each section is installed the picture B on the 
face of the backing sheet will be in full 
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pattern or design 
25 

view of the workman. Accordingly, the 
workman will have before him th appear 
ance of the tiling section as he lays it, and 
thus it will be impossible, with the exercise 
of ordinary care, for the sections to be laid 
in wrong positions. After laying the re 
quired number of sections to produce the 

in the cement bed, the 
backing sheets are moistened in order to 
soften the cement, and said sheets are 
stripped off the installed pieces of ceramic, 
or tesserae, leaving the latter firmly em 
bedded in the cement. 
I believe myself to be the first in this art. 

to conceive the idea, and provide means for 
carrying the same into effect, of producing 
on one face of a backing sheet the pictorial 
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representation of a pattern or design, to the 
other face of which sheet there are attached 
the tesserae forming the mosaic in such man 
ner that all parts of the tile design will be 
in register with all parts of the picture, so 
as to enable the workman to see at all times 
just what the nature of the work is and to 
assemble the several pieces of mosaic so that 
all the pieces will be accurately positioned 
and in register, thereby avoiding the possi 
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bility of mistakes and facilitating the work. 
Obviously, the picture of the design may 

be produced in the sheet by stenciling or 
otherwise. 

Having thus fully described the inven 
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is: 

1. Means for setting a mosaic in cementi 
tious material embodying a flexible sheet 

two subscribing witnesses. 

1,133,604 

provided on one surface thereof with a pic 
torial EPsental of the design or pat tern, and tesserae attached by cement to the 
opposite surface of the flexible sheet, said 
tesserae on one surface of the sheet being in 
register with the pictorial representation on 
the opposite surface of the sheet, whereby 
said sheet may be positioned upon a cemen 
titious material to which the mosaic is to 
be applied with the pictorial representation 
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in full view of the workman so that the 
tesserae, concealed from view by the sheet, 
may be embedded in said material in accu 
rate register with other mosaic sections of 
the design or pattern. 

2. Means for setting mosaics embodying a 
plurality of flexible sheets adapted to be as 
sembled in register with each other over a 
bed of éementitious material, each sheet be 
ing provided on one surface thereof with a 
pictorial representation of one part of the 
design or pattern, and said sheet being 
vided on the other surface thereof with tes 
serae cemented to said sheet, all the tesserae 
composing the mosaic being in register with 
the pictorial representation, whereby the 
sheets may be assembled to embed the tes 
serae in the cementitious material so that the 
partial design formed by the tesserae on one 
sheet will register accurately with other 
parts of the design formed by the tesserae 
of the other sheets. 

3. Means for setting mosaic, designs in 
cementitious beds of material embodying a 
flexible backing sheet composed of opaque 
material, said sheet being provided on one 
face thereof with a pictorial representation 
of the design or pattern, and tesserae ce 
mented to the other face of the backing. 
sheet so as to produce in mosaic a corre 
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sponding design or pattern, all parts of 
which mosaic design are in register with 
the corresponding parts of the pictorial rep 
resentation. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 

FELIX ALCAN. 
Witnesses: 

H. HILLIBRIDGE, 
'CARNOTE. F. LUMB. 
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