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To il whomy it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, JouN KURTZ, a citizen of
the United States, residing at South Bethle-
hem, in the county of Northampton and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Roofing-Tongs, of which the following
is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
roofing-tongs.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of roofing-tongs for
seaming tin roofs and to provide a simple
and inexpensive tool adapted to be readily
handled and capable of being locked in en-
gagement with a seat to relieve the operator
of strain.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a pair of roofing-tongs constructed
in accordance with this invention. Tig. 21is
a transverse sectional view of the jaws, illus-
trating the manner of connecting the same
with the pivoted members or bars of the tongs.
Fig. 31is a detail perspective view of oneof the
jaws.
lever.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

1and 2 designate pivoted members or bars
of a pair of tongs, having curved arms 3, ex-
tending downward or outward beyond the
pivot 4 and having their inner or upper por-
tions spread and terminating in handles 5.
The bars or members are flattened and per-
forated intermediate of their ends to receive
the pivot 4, and the bar or member 2 is bi-
furcated at that point and receives the per-
forated portion of the other member or bar.

Between the arms 3 are loeated a pair of
seam-engaging jaws 6, composed of flat bars
and having their lower engaging edges bev-
eled, and they are yieldingly connected with
the arms 3 by erossed bowed springs 7 and 8,
disposed longitudinally and transversely of
the jawsand located on the outer faces there-
of. Thelongitudinally-disposedspringispro-

Fig. 4 is a similar view of the locking-

vided at its ends with slots 9, receiving fas-
tening devices 10 for securing the spring to
the jaw. The transversely-disposed spring
Tias its ends loosely bearing against the ex-
terior of the jaw, and both springs are cen-
trally secured to the adjacent arm 3.

The member or bar 2 of the tongs has ful-
crumed on it an approximately J-shaped le-
ver 11, having its body portion located at the
outer side of the member or bar, adjacent to
thehandle thereof,and provided with a curved
end 12, located between the upper portions
of the members or bars of the tongs and form-
ing a tooth or dog and arranged to engage a
series of shouldered teeth 13, located at the
inner side of the other member or bar and
forming a ratchet. The curved end or tooth

2 is held in engagement with the teeth 13 of
the bar or member 1 by a spring 16, inter-
posed between the bar or member 2 and the
handle of the lever 11. -The lower end of the
spring is secured to the outer face of the bar
or member 2, as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of
the accompanying drawings, and the upper
or free end of the springs 16 bears against
the inner concave face of the handle portion
of the lever 11 and is adapted to slide freely
thereon.

When the upper portions of the members
of the tongs are spread to cause the yield-
ingly-mounted jaws to engage a seam, the le-
ver 11, which is located adjacent to one of the
handles, is adapted to be compressed against
the same or in the direetion thereof to cause
the tooth or dog 12 to engage the rack 13,
whereby the jaws are locked in their engage-
ment with the seam. The handle of the le-
ver is located in convenient position, so that
the operator with one hand may grasp the
locking-lever and the adjacent handle of the
tongs. The lower portion of the locking-le-
ver is laterally offset, and is perforated to re-
ceive the pivot or fulerum 14, and extends
across one face of the member 2, while the
engaging end or dog 12 and the handle por-
tion of the lever lie approximately in the same
plane as the members of the prongs. The
yieldingly-mounted jaws are supported and
guided in their movements by curved arms
15, extending laterally from one of the jaws
and passing through the perforations of the
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other: jaws: and provided at their outer ter-
minals with heads to prevent & total separa-
tion of the jaws.

It will be seen that the tongs are simple and.

comparatively inexpensive in construction,

that they are easily handled, and ‘that means.

are provided for locking the jaws in engage-
ment with a seam to relieve the operator.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to: without departing from: the prineiple or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

‘What I claim is—

1. In a roofing device, the combination of
two members pivoted intermediate of their
ends; having handles at their upper ends and
provided -at their lower ends. with jaws, a
ratchet mounted on the upper portion of one
ofthemembers,and alocking-leverfulerumed
intermediate of its ends on the other member,
extending ‘along the same at the outer side
thereof and having, at:its outer end, a han-
dle portion arranged: adjacent to the handle
portion of such member and adapted to be
grasped by the operator in grasping the lat-
ter, the lower end of the locking-lever being

interposed between the pivoted members and

engaging the ratchet; substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In & roofing device, the combination of
two: members pivoted: intermediate of their

ends and provided at their upper ends with |

handles, jaws arranged at the lower ends of
the piveted members, a ratchet mounted on
the upper portion of one of the pivoted mem-

bers, a locking-lever fulcrumed intermediate
of its ends on the other pivoted member, hav-
ing its apper portion arranged at the outer
side of the same and located adjacent to the
handle thereof, in .convenient position to be
grasped by the operator in grasping the han-
dle of such pivoted member, the lower or in-
ner portion of the locking-lever extending be-
tween the pivoted members and engaging the
ratechet, and a spring interposed between the
outer portion of the locking-lever and the ad-
jacent pivoted member to maintain the lock-
ing-lever in engagement with theratchet, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3.. In roofing-tongs, the combination of two
members pivoted intermediate of their ends,
a pairof jaws located between thelower ends
of the members, and' cushioning-springs in-
terposed between the menibers and the'jaws
and connecting the same, substantially asde-
scribed.

4. In roofing-tongs, the combination of two
members pivoted intermediate of their ends,
a pair of jaws located between the lowerends
of the members, andthe crossed bowed springs
interposed between the membeérsandthe jaws
and centrally secured:to the former and hav-
ing their ends slidingly arranged on: the: lat-
ter, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own:Ihave hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN KURTZ.

Witnesses:

FriTz WAHL,
A. L. CopE,
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