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To all whon it may concern: top of the building, and outside of the said 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. C. Goss, of tank I have shown a distributing-pipe C, fed 

Lynn, county of Essex, State of Massachusetts, 
have invented an Improvement in Fire-Pro 

5 tecting Apparatus for Buildings, of which the 
following description, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a specification, 
like letters on the drawings representing like 
parts. . - 

In past years extended conflagrations have 
taken place because of the intense heat ra 
diating from burning buildings upon other 
buildings at a distance, and especially at the 
Opposite sides of a street or square, where the 
heat was so intense that firemen could not 
get into the street to get water upon the oppo 
site buildings. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

an apparatus whereby upon the occurrence of 
a fire in the vicinity of a building, the build 
ings adjacent to the fire may be shielded and 
protected from being ignited by heat due to 
radiation or sparks. 
To accomplish my invention I have ar 

ranged upon or near the top of the building 
a Water-supply tank or pipe having overflows, 
which may be made to discharge water upon 
a canvas depending from it and covering 
lmore or less the sides or other portions of 
the building. In this present instance of 
my invention I have shown the overflow as 
from the main pipe into a discharge pipe 
or trough and thence upon a canvas. I have 
also provided suitable means for flooding the 
roof of a building to prevent it taking fire 
from any sparks which may chance to drop 
thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings represents two 
buildings,one of which isprovided with my fire 
protecting apparatus, a portion of the appa 
ratus at the front of the building being broken 
away; and Fig. 2 is a section in the line a, 
Fig. 1, 
At or near the top of a building A, of any 

usual shape, material, or construction, I have 
arranged a Water-supply tank or pipe B, the 
Said pipe or tank being preferably in commu 
nication, by a suitable stand-pipe B", with 
Some street system or main of water, the stand 
pipe having a suitable valve B. The pipe or 
tank B is arranged, as represented, about the 
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by a series of feeders c, the said distributing 
pipe being provided with a discharge-opening, 55 . . 
as 2. (See Fig. 2.) 
Around the top of the building I have erect 

ed a rail or a series of standards D', Sustain 
ing a suitable supporting-bar E, having suit 
able hooks, as 3, upon which is hung or sus- 6o 
pended a strong canvas F, the said canvas 
preferably having connected with it a suit 
able rope G, extended through suitable eyes 
4, so that by the rope the canvas may be low 
ered or raised. At its lower edge the canvas 65 
may, if desired, and preferably will be, pro 
vided with fastening devices, whereby the 
canvas may be secured against flapping in the 
wind, and so as to keep it at the proper dis 
tance from the building. These fastening 7o 
devices b, composed of rods or chains, may 
be connected to suitable spikes or fastenings 
b', secured to the curb, or they may be driven 
into the ground. 
The water may be let into the distributing- 75 

pipe C whenever desired, and it will be dis 
charged therefrom upon and run over and 
soak the canvas or shield F more or less, Suf 
ficiently, however, to protect the building 
from burning. 
The quantity of water put upon the canvas 

or fire-shield may be regulated as desired, 
and of course by the use of canvas or shield 
containing asbestus the fire-proof or fire-re 
sistant qualities would be greatly increased. 85 
At the top of the roof I have shown a tank 

or pipe D, from which water forced from the 
main or otherwise may be discharged upon 
the roof of the building through suitable 
holes d. 

I have shown the pipes or tanks BD as con 
nected by a branch d. 

I claim 
1. A Water-supply pipe or tank B, mounted 

at or near the top of the building, a discharge 95 
pipe or trough for water in communication 
there with, and a series of canvas or shield 
supports, combined with a canvas or shield 
suspended to cover a building and located to 
receive upon it and be saturated by the Water Ioo 
or other fluid used in the discharge-pipe, Sub 
stantially as described, 
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2. A Water-supply pipe or tank B, mounted 
at or near the top of the building, a discharge 
pipe or trough for water in communication 
therewith, and a series of canvas or shield sup 
ports, combined with a canvas or shield sus 
pended to cover a building and located to 
receive upon it and be saturated by the water 
or other fluid used in the discharge-pipe, and 
with fastening devices to secure the lower 
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end of the shield in place, substantially as Io 
described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM. C. GOSS. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. W. GREGORY, 
FRANCIS M. NOBLE. 


