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The present invention relates generally to dice
boards. More particularly the invention relates
to that type of dice board which comprises a cloth
covered rectangular baseboard and a rectangular

'§ upstanding dice retaining frame around the base-
board and is adapted to have dice which have
been previously shaken in the hand or a dicebox
rolled over the baseboard thereof and against
the back or the sides of the frame or in the rear

10 corners of the frame in connection with a dice
played game.

One object of the invention is to provide a dice
board of this type which is an improvement upon
previously designed boards by reason of the fact

15 that the back and rear portions of the sides of the
Irame have along the inner Taces elastic strips
which operate when the dice are rolled there-
against to bounce the dice back onto the base-
board in an extremely active manner and thus

20 1ot only effect a thorough rolling or discharge of
the dice but also prevent or avoid cheating by an
‘Individual who is sufficiently adept in the han-
dling of dice to slide them without rolling over
the baseboard.

25  Another object of the invention is to provide
a dice board of the last mentioned character in
which the strips are formed of sponge rubber
and are inset or disposed in groove formed pock-
ets in the inner faces of the back and the rear

30 Dporticns of the sides of the frame so that the

~ top edges thereof are not exposed and hence do
not interfere in any way with picking up the dice
from the baseboard.

A further object of the invention is to provide

85 & dice board of the type and character under
consideration in which the baseboard is provided
on the top face thereof and beneath the covering
cloth with a coextensive sponge rubber sheet
which in addition to making the dice bounce up-

40 wards when they are dropped from the hand or
a dicebox from a small distance above the cloth
serves as a cushion for the cloth and prevents
the latter from being injured or cut with the
sharp corners of the dice ags well as the dicebox

¢5 which is used in throwing or casting the dice
over the board.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide 2 dice board which ig generally of new and
improved design and is both durable and efficient

0 'in use.

Other objects of the invention and the various
advantages and characteristics of the present
dice board will be apparent from a consideration
of the following detailed description,

5 The invention consists in the several novel

(CL. 273—148)

features which are hereinafter set forth and are
more particularly defined by claims at the con-
clusion hereof.

In the drawing which accompanies and forms a
part of this specification or disclosure and in 5
which like numersals of reference denote corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views:

Figure 1 is a perspective of a dice board em-
bodying the invention ;

Figure 2 is g berspective of the rectangular 10
frame of the board showing in detail the arrange-
ment and design of the sponge rubber strips
which are connected to the inner faces of the
back and the rear bortions of the sides of the
Irame and serve when the dice are rolled there- 15
against to bounce them in a rolling manner back
onto the board;

Figure 3 is an enlarged vertical transverse sec-
tional view taken on the line 3—3 of Pigure 1 and
illustrating the manner in which the sponge rub- 20
ber strips are inset in groove formed pockets in
the inner faces of the back and rear portions of
the sides of the frame; and
. Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view showing the composite construction of the 25
baseboard and the character angd arrangement of
the sponge rubber sheet which is interposed be-
tween the cloth and the haseboard proper.

The dice board which is shown in the drawing
constitutes the vreferred embodiment of the in- 30
vention. It is adapted to have hand or dice box
shaken dice thrown or cast onto it and comprises
a baseboard 5 and a rectangular upstanding dice
retaining frame & around the baseboard.

The baseboard § is formed of wood and is of gg
uniform thickness throughout. "It hag flat top
and bottom faces, as shown in Figures 3 and 4,
and is provided with g coextensive sheet 7 of
sponge rubber and a cloth covering 8. The sheet
T is of slightly less height or thickness than the 49
baseboard. It fits against and is adhesively se~
cured to the top face of the baseboard and op-
erates when dice are thrown or dropped toward
the baseboard to make the dice bounce upwards
and roll in an uncontrollable manner, It fur- 45
ther operates as s cushion for the covering 8 and
prevents the latter from being injured or cut by

" the corners or edges of the dice or by the dice box

when the latter ig pbounded on the baseboard in
connection with preliminary shaking of the dice. 50
The covering 8 is preferably formed of billiard
cloth type broadcloth. It overlies the top face of
the sponge rubber sheet § and is slightly larger in

' size than the baseboard and sponge rubber sheet,

The margins of the cloth covering, as shown in &g
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Figure 4, extend downwardly in lapped relation
with the edges of the sheet and baseboard and
are secured in place hy means of tacks 9 which
extend through the margins of the covering
and are driven into the basehboard.

The frame § serves to retain the dice over the
baseboard after they are cast onto the felt cover-
ing © and consists of a pair of sides 16, a front i1,
and a back 2. The 1atter arve formed of wood or
any other suitable material and are fixedly con-
nected together at the ends thereof so that the
frame as a whole is rigid. The lower inner
corners of the sides, front and back of the frame
are formed with grooves {3 in order to accom-
medate the merginal portions of the bhasehoard.
The groove in the front i of the frame and the
front portions of the grooves in the gides $0 are
equal in height to the basebeard and are hounded
or delimited at the top thereof by downwardly
facing shoulders t4. The latter cverlie the sub-
jacent marginal portions of the baseboard and
prevent dewnward movement of the frame rela-
tively to the baseboard when the frame and said
baseboard are in assembled relation. Sciews i5
extend through the sides, front and pack of the
frame into the basebcard 5, as shown in Figure 3,
end serve to hold the frare and baseboard in
connected relation. The groove in the back 12
of the frame and the rear portions of the grooves
in the sides 3 are extended upwardly to form
pockets 15 akove the basehoard 5. These pockets
terminaie a slight distance heneath the upper
odges of the back and sides of the frame and are
hounded or delimited at the top thereof by
shoulders §7 which face downwardly and overlie
the subjacent marginal portions of the pbaseboard.
strips §8 of sponge rubber are disposed In the
pockets 186 and serve as clastic cushions whereby
the dice which are thrown or cash thereagainst
are causad to bounce in a rolling and extremely
active manner hack onto the baseboard B, They
correspond in depth, height and length to the
pockets with the result that their exposed faces
are flush with the inner faces of the back and
sides of the frame. The unexposed or inner faces
of the sirips are secured by any suitable adhesive
or rubber cement to the faces of the back and
sides which define the sides of the pockeis in
order that the strips are suitably secured in place.
The upper edges of the strips abut against and
are adhesively connected o the shoulders {7 and
the lower edges of the strips are coplanar with
the shoulders 4 and abub against and form stop
shoulders for the subjacent marginal portions of
the bhaseboard 5. When dice are thrown onto the
baseboard in the direction of the back, the rear
portions of the sides, or the rsar corners of the
frame, they strike forcibly against the strips i8
and the latter as & result of their cushioning
effect and inherent resiliency bounce the dice
back onto the board as hereinbefcre described.
Because the strips are formed of spenge rubber
the back bounce of the dice is pronounced and
generally accompanied by a rolling action which
effectively precludes or prevents cheating in con-
nection with rolling or casting of the dice onto
the board. In addition to effecting proncunced
nouncing of the dice, the strips prevent the dice
from splintering the pack and rear portions of
the sides of the frame and as a result the dice
thrower is not likely to recelve slivers when re-
trieving or picking up the dice.

The herein described dice board effectively and
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efficiently fulfills its intended purpose and also
prevents cheating as the result of the action or
operation of the sponge rubber strips 18. In
addition it is extremely durable due to the fact
that the sponge rubber sheet 7 cushions the felt
and prevents cutting of the latter.

The invention is not to be understood as re-
stricted to the details set forth, since these may
pe modified within the scobe of the appended
claims, without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention.

Hayving thus described the invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a dice
board comprising a rectangular baseboard, &
rectangular upstanding dice retaining frame ex-
tending around and conforming to the baseboard
and having grooves along the inner lower cOrners
of the sides, front and back thereof for accom-
modating the marginal portions of the baseboard
and also having the groove in the back thercof
extendad upwards abcve the baseboard tc a point
hensath the superincumbent upper edge of said
back to form a pocket of uniform thickness
throughout and with a downwardly racing snoul-
der at the top thereof, and a strip of the same
thickness and size as the pocket fitting and se-
cured within said pocket in such manner that
the lower edge thereof rests on the subjacent
marginal portion of the baseboard and its upper
edge abuts flatly against said shoulder, and
formed of highly resilient material so that any
dice striking thereagainst are caused to bounce
in a rolling manner onto the baseboard.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a dice
board comprising a rectangular baseboard, &
rectangular upstanding dice retaining frane ex-
tending around and conforming to the paseboard
and having grooves along the inner lowey COUaers
of the sides, front and back thereof for accom-
modating the marginal portions of the baseboard
and also having the groove in the back thereof
and the rear portions of the grooves in its sides
extended upwards above the baseboard to a point
beneath the superincumbeant upper edges of the
back and sides to form pockets of uniform thick-
ness throughout and with downwardly facing
shoulders at the top thereof, and strips of the
same thickness and size as the pockets fitting and
secured within said pockets in such manner that
the lower edges thereof rest upon the subjacent
marginal portions of the basebcard and their
upper edges abut flatly against said shoulders,
and formed of highly resilient material so that
any dice striking thereagainst are caused to
bounce in a roiling manner onto the baseboard.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a dice
board comprising a rigid baseboard having &
cloth covering therecver with the marginal por-
tions thereof extending downwards and secured
to the edge portions of the baseboard, and also
having a coextensive sheet of highly resilient
material interposed between its top face and said
covering, and a separate continuous upstanding
dice retaining frame extending arcund and con-
forming to the paseboard and having a con-
tinuous groove in the inner lower corner portions
thereof for the marginal portions of said base-
board and also having a continuous downwardly
facing shoulder above the greove and resting on
the marginal. portions of the cloth covering.

ROBERT S. ROBINSON.
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