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UNITED STATES 
1,445,483 

PATENT office. 
STEPHEN R. BURKE, OF SAN FRANCIsco, CALIFoRNIA. 

SIGNAL ATTACHMENT FOR FLASH. LIGHTS. 
Application filed June 6, 1921, serial No. 475,525. 

To all whom it may concern: . . . 
Be it known that I, STEPHEN R. BUR KE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
San Francisco, in the county of San Fran 
cisco and State of California, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in a 
Signal Attachment for Flash Lights; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention. 
such as will enable other's skilled in the at 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
S. 

This invention has relation to certain new 
and useful improvements in signals and has 
for its primary object the provision of an 
attachmeint which may be readily applied 
to a flashlight to convert the same into an 
electric signal device. 
The invention has for another object the 

provision of a signal attachment of the char 
acter stated which will be especially adapted 
for use in theaters and other places to in 
dicate to parties at a distance the number of 
vacant seats and the location thereof and to 
direct the parties desiring such seats to the 
proper location in the theater. 
The invention has for a further object the 

provision of a signal attachment of the char 
acter stated which will be of extremely sim 
ple construction, highly efficient in use and 
which may be readily manufactured at a 
small cost and applied to the ordinary hand 
flashlight now in general use. . 
The invention has for a still further ob. 

the character stated which will be composed 
of the minimum number of parts, which may 
be readily assembled and clamped upon the 
flashlight and which will operate upon ma 
nipulation of the flashlight. 
... The invention has for still another object 
the provision of a signal attachment of the 
character stated in which the outer cylindri 
cal casing may be provided with a transpar 
ent plate in a side opening thereof to dis 
close one of the numbers on the rotatable 
inner casing and which rotatable inner cas 
ing may also be provided with openings in 
its opposite ends and a hinged closure plate 
for the opening at the outer end of the inner 
cylinder, whereby the full benefit of the rays 
of light from the bulb of the flashlight may 
be utilized to direct the parties to the vacant 
seats, by swinging the closure plate to opened 

ject the provision of a signal attachment of applied thereto. 

position. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The invention has for a still further ob 
ject, the provision of a signal attachment of 
the character stated in which the inner cas 
ing may be readily secured in or removed 
from the outer casing or rotated within said 60 
outer casing to bring the different numbers 
before the opening of said outer casing. 
A still further object of the invention re 

sides in the provision of a flashlight signal 
which will be of simple construction and 65 
operation and in which an outer casing may 
be located at the bulb end of the flashlight 
and an inner casing rotatably mounted in 
the outer casing to bring numbers or other 
characters thereon in front of an opening 70 
of the outer casing, and a cover for the inner 
casing which may be readily opened or 
closed, as desired. 
The invention has for still another object 

the provision of a signal attachment of the 75 
character stated which will be constructed 
in such a manner that it may be readily 
clamped upon or removed from a flashlight 
of conventional form, as desired. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 80 

view, as will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention consists in the novel 
construction, combination and arrangement 
of cooperating elements as hereinafter more 
specifically set forth, claimed and shown in 85 
the accompanying drawings forming a part 
of the present application and in which :- 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a conventional 
form of flashlight with my signal attachment 

90 

Figure 2 is an end view thereof with the 
closure plate in opened position. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged longitudinal Sec 
tion through the signal attachment, a por 
tion of the flashlight being shown in eleva- 95 
tion. 

Figure 4 is a transverse section. On the 
plane indicated by the line 4-4 of Figure 1, 
on a slightly enlarged scale. 

Figure 5 is a detail view in end elevation 100 of the signaling attachment, looking at the 
inner or clamp carrying end thereof. 

Figure 6 is a yiew in side elevation of a 
modified form of the invention. 
Figure it is a vertical sectional view of 105 

the modified form of the invention. 
Figure 8 is a detail view inside elevation 

of the inner casing of the modified form, and 
Figure 9 is a detail view in end elevation 

tof said inner casing O 

  



2. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings, 

in which similar reference characters desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the 
several yiews, 1 designates in general a flash 
light of conventional form upon which the 
signal attachment 2 is applied. 
The signal attachment comprises a rela 

tively stationary Outer cylindrical casing 3 
having a plurality of inwardly extending 
converging attaching aims 4 connected at 
their inner ends to the transversely split 
clainping ling 5. The extremities of the 
ling 5 are bent outwardly to form ea's 6 

- which are perforated and through which 

5 

30 

O 

parent 

5 5 

60 

the clamping screw. 7 is extended. One ear 
6 is increased in thickness and has its open 
ing threaded to receive the clamping screw 
e so that turning of the Screw in One direc 
tion will draw the ears 6 together and 
tighten the clainping ring 5 around the 
flashlight 1 to Securely hold the signal at 
tachment, upon the flashlight 1. An open 
ing 8 is formed in the inner end of the outer 
casing 3 to receive the lens 9 of the flash 
light , as shown in Figure. 3. The outer 
end of the casing 3 is open to permit, the 
insertion and removal of an inner cylin 
drical casing 10 which is adapted to be 
turned with respect to the casing 3 for the 
purpose hereinafter fully set forth. 
The casing 3 has a side opening 1. It 

also has clamps 12 at the side edges of the 
opening 11 to receive the edges of a trans 
palent panel 13 formed of mica or the like 
and which hay be applied over the opening 
11 from the Outer end of the casing 3, as 
will be readily understood by referring to 
the drawings. It will also be evident that 
the clamps 12 may be of any form other 
than that shown. 
The inner casing 10 is formed of a suit 

able material such as a light metal, as is 
also the Outer casing 3. The inner casing 
10 has a plurality of characters, such as the 
Jaunerals 1, 2, 3 and 4 cut in the lateral 
Wall thereof and adapted to be brought re 
Spectively into position opposite the trans 

plate 13 so that the light lays from 
the bulb of the flashlight I may pass there 
through and thereby render visible the nu 
neral opposite the panel 13. These numer 
als or other characters are designated by the 
reference character 14, and it will be evi 
dent that the characters may be formed in 
any suitable and well known manner. The 
inner casing 10 is preferably provided at its 
Outer end with a flange 15 which rests 
against the Outer edge of the outer casing 3. 
The inner casing 10 is also provided in its 
Outer end with an opening 16 which is nor 
mally closed by a plate 16 pivoted upon the 
Outer end of the inner casing 10, adjacent 
the Opening 15, and preferably at a point 
above the numeral 4, as shown in the draw ings. This closure plate is adapted to swing 

the outer cylinder 3. 

3,445,483 

upon the pivot pin 17 provided therefor and 
has a tongue 18 bent upwardly therefrom 3t. 
a point diametrically opps site to the pivot 
pin 17, so that the closure plate 16 may be 
readily turned to closed or opened position, 
as desired. It will be evident that when the 
closure plate 16' is swung into opened posi 
tion, and when the switch button is iii position to complete a circuit through the 
bulb of the flashlight, the rays of light fro) 
the bulb will pass out of the end of the 
signal attachment as well as through the 
perforated character opposite the transpar 
ent, plate 13, so that the light rays lay he 
directed to the vacant seats or to any other 
point desired. 
The inner casing. 10 has a plurality of 

relatively spaced ?ingers. 19 projecting fro: i. 
the inner edge thereof and provided with a 
transverse groove 20 to receive the inwardly 
pressed annular rib 21 within the casing 3. 
It will be understood that the fingers 19 
also have their free extremities turned 
slightly toward one another, as shown at 22, 
so as to permit these fingei's to pass ove' the 
iii. 21 and spring back into position against; 
the same as the ends of the fingers are 
forced past the rib. 21 during insertion of 
the casing 10 into the casing 3. It will 
therefore be seen that the flange 15 and 
finger's 19 will serve to retain the inner cas 
ing 10 in proper position for rotation with 
respect to the outer casing 3, but will at the 
same time permit of ready withdrawal of 
the inner cylindrical casing 10, when de 
sired. The flange 15 is milled as shown in 
Figure 6 to permit it to be used for turn 
ing the inner cylinder 10 with respect to 

A modified form of the invention is shown 
in Figures 6, 7, 8 and 9. The differences 
between this form and the form shown in 
Figures to 5 reside in connecting the sig 
inal attachment to the flashlight permanently 
instead of detachably, and this is done by 
means of an inwardly tapering flange 4 
formed integrally, with the flashlight cas 
ing 1 and the casing 3, and in connecting the 
closure plate 16 to the inner casing 3 by a 
hinge 7 instead of by a pivot. The hinge 
7 is provided with a finger piece 7 to per 
mit the closure plate 16 to be readily opened 
and this plate is normally retained in closed 
position by a spring 7. 
From the foregoing description taken in 

(i. 

105 

ii. () 

connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, it will be evident that this device may 
be especially adapted for use by ushers or 
the like in theate's to signal to a party at 
the rear of the theater the number, and 
approximate location of vacant seats and 
then assist the parties desiring the seats in 
locating them. It is believed that further 
detail description of the construction and 
operation or use of the device will be un 3. 
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necessary. It is to be understood, however, 
that while the preferred embodiment of the 
invention has been shown and described, 
minor changes in the details of construc 
tion and arrangement of parts may be re 
sorted to within the scope of the appended 
claims without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A signaling attachment for a flashlight 

comprising the combination with the flash 
light casing, of an outer end casing extended 
from the above end of said flashlight casing, 
said end casing having a display opening 
and an open outer end, a display opening ro 
tatably mounted in said end casing and pro 
jecting from the open end thereof, said inner 
casing having characters thereon for display 
before the side opening of said end casing, 
said inner casing having an annular flange 
projecting past the sides of the end cas 
ing to provide means for rotating said inner 
casing, said inner casing having an open 
outer end, a hinge cover for said open outer 
end of the casing, and means for swinging 
said cover to open position. 

2. A signal attachment for a flashlight 
consisting of a casing adapted to be illumi 
nated by the flashlight and resting on the ad 
jacent end wall of the flashlight, said casing 
having an opening in its base into which the 
bull’s eye of the flashlight extends, a second 
casing on and movable relatively to the first 
casing, the casings having signal means for 
cooperation through movement of the second 

3 

casing, clamp means engageable with the 
flashlight at a distance from the said end 
Wall, and attaching arms for said clamp 
means on the casing and projecting beyond 
said base. 

3. A signal attachment for a flashlight 
consisting of an outer casing for mounting 
on and illumination by a flashlight, an in 
nel casing movable axially of the outer cas 
ing, said outer casing having an opening, 
the inner casing having signal means for 
display at Said opening, and an operating 
flange at the outer end of the inner casing ex 
tending outwardly and overlapping the outer 
end of the outer casing. 

4. A signal attachment for a flashlight 
consisting of an Outer casing for mounting 
on and illumination by the flashlight, an 
inner casing movable axially of the outer 
casing, said outer casing having an opening, 
the inner casing having signal means for 
display at Said opening, and an operating 
flange at the outer end of the inner casing 
extending outwardly and overlapping the 
outer end of the outer casing, the outer 
casing having a rib interiorly thereof, and 
the inner casing having a retaining finger 
cooperating with said rib. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
STEPHEN R. BURKE. 

Witnesses: 
G. M. HENRY, 
LEON P. CUPUCHETTEs. 
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