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" This invention relates generally to clothes

fasteners, such as buttons, hooks and eyes,

snaps, ete., and relates more particularly to

methods for securing such fasteners to a
6 particular type of mounting and to the arti-
cle thereby produced.

Tt has been the practice for many years to
prepare clothes fasteners, such as buttons
for instance, for the market by loosely
stitching. or basting the required number
“thereof to a piece of cardboard or strip of
cloth and to then dispose of these “cards”
or “strips” of buttons by retailine them at a
price per “card” or “strip.” Housewives
I8 have accepted this “man-made” arrvange-
ment as being the best obtainable withou$
oiving the matter further consideration, suf-
fering the inconveniences  and ineconomy
thereof without attempting to devise a more
satisfactorv article. .

T have discovered that a much more satis-
factory way of retailine clothes fasteners, at
least from the housewife’s standpoint, is to
loosely stitch or bast the clothes fasteners
25 upon a relatively thin, flexible. transparent
card -or strip. The fastener may then be
sewed in place, upon the garment, disre-
oarding the transparent card or strip dur-
ine the sewing operation, after which the
strin may be torn away from the fastener
that has been secured in place, leaving the
fastener in. nposition wpon the -garment.

My invention, therefore, inclndes a trans-
parent strip or sheet upon which are mount-
ed the desired number of clothes fasteners
such as buttons. hooks and/or eyes, snaps,
etc.. by any suitable means, such as by stitch-
ine or basting. ,

My - invention further includes a strip
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~teners, said strip bearing upon the edge
thereof spaced desionations of measnrement.
Tn this. embodiment as well as others. the
fasteners may. be spaced at such predeter-
45 mined distances apart that any number
thereof mav be sewed in place at accuratelvy
spaced points upon the garment or the fas-
teners mav be mounted quite close tooether.
The ohjects of mv invention will he evi-
dent from the above and/or will become
more evident from the description and
drawing herewith. S
In the drawing, in which like reference
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numerals refer to like parts,

upon which are mounted a number of fas-.

Fig. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment
of my inverition, and,

Fig. 2 is an enlarged section thereof, taken
along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Figs. 8, 4, 5 and 6 are plan views of other
embodiments of my invention;

TFig. 7 is a plan view, illustrating one
manner in which my invention may be used,
and :

Tig. 8 is a plan view of a card of but-
tons, embodying my invention.

Reference character 1 refers generally to
a relatively thin flexible or semi-flexible
strip, which may be made of any substan-
tially transparent material, such as Du Pont
cellophane, celluloid, cellulose or vegetable
tissue. or other suitable substance, so long as
it has sufficient strength to permit clothes
fasteners, such as buttons, hooks and eyes,
snaps. ete., to bhe stitched or basted thereto
and to permit handling of the strip before

snd " while the fasteners are being sewed.

nupon the garment. A non-flammable strip
is. of course, preferable. The strip should.
however, have sufficient fragility to permit
it to he torn with comparative ease when
such is intended. as will be more fully here-
inafter deseribed. To the strip .1 are se-
cured the desired type and number of fas-
teners in anv convenient  manner, such as
by -stitching or basting the fastener to the
strin in 2 way which in itself, is well known
to those gkilled in the art.

Tn Figures 1 and 2 T have illustrated the
manner in which T may secure buttons 2 to
the strip 1. the buttons being held in place
upon the strip by means of basting 3. Upon
one edge (or both edges. it desired) of the
strin 1 mav be located a series of designa-

tions of measurement, such as the parallel

lines or scale 4. These may represent inches
or centimeters, and fractions thereof, as may
he found desirable. The buttons 2 may be
secured upon the strip 1 as close together
as is conveniently possible or may be spaced
at snch distances apart as the buttons would
ordinarily bhe spaced when secured to the
oarment. ¥ spaced as Jast described, a
series of two or more huttons may be sewed
upon the garment in properly spaced posi-
#ion hefore the strip is torn therefrom, thus
making the placing of the buttons upon the
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In Figure 3 I have illustrated the manner
in which hooks 5 and eyes 6 may be secured
to the strip 1, the hooks and eyes being se-
cured to the strip in sets, in a way similar
to that above described with respect to- in-
dividual buttons. Thus the heoks and eyes
may be secured to the strip in closely spaced
relation or may be spaced in a manner con-
venient for securing a plurality of them to
the garment in definitely spaced relation.
The strip. to which the hooks and eyes are
secured, may also bear designations of meas-
urement therveon, such as the lines or scale 4,
if desired.

In Fig. 5 T have illustrated the manner
in which the male and female members 8
and 9, respectively, of & snap may be secured
to the strip 1. Spacing of the sets of snaps
upon, and the way in which they are secured
to, the strip 1 is similar to that described
with respect to hooks and eyes and buttons.
Designations of measurement may likewise
be emploved upon the strip in this embodi-
ment.

It may be found desirable to secure the
hooks 5 upon one strip and the eves 6 upon
another, or to have the stvip divided by a
weakened or perforated line 7 into two por-
tions, such as 1* and 1%, as illustrated in
Fignre 4. In the latter event, all of the
hooks 5 may be secured to the portion 12
of the strip and all of the eyes 6 to the por-
tion 1 of the strip. The hooks may be
placed opposite the eyes and spaced as here-
tofore described.

In a similar manner. as illustrated in Fig-
ure 6, the male members 8 and female mem-
bers 9 of snaps may be secured to the strip
portions 1* and 1P, respectively.

Where my invention is used in the em-
bodiment shown in TFigures 4 and 6 the
strip comprising the portions 1* and 1°, with
the respective elements of a two piece fas-
tener secured. thereto. may be sold as a unity.
The housewife may then separate the strip
into, its portions 1* and 1°, employing each
in the same manner as a single strip would
be employed. ’

In Fig, 8 I have illustrated the manner in
which clothes fasteners may be secured to
a card. This figure shows how a dozen but-
tons 2* may be seeured to a transparent
card 1° by stitching or basting as heretofore
described. Tn this embodiment the card
may be flexible or even semi-flexible and may

~ be made of any of the transparent materials
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previously mentioned. The buttons may be
arranged upon the card in the manner
shown. or more of them may be mounted
thereon and spaced similarly or differently.
In a similar manner, sets of hooks and eyes
or sels of snaps mav be mounted on the card
1. A scale 4 may be placed upon the edge
of the card if desired. ’

The manner in which my invention is used

1,668,519

is illustrated in Figure 7 and may be as
follows: Assuming that it is desired to sew
a button 2 upon a garment 11, my novel
“button strip” is so positioned upon the gar-
ment 11 that a button 2, for instance the
one at the end of the strip 1, is located at
the point where it is desired that it be sewed
to the garment 11, the presence of the. strip
1 itself being disregarded. The strip 1
being transparent the operator can easily
locate the button 2 in its exact position upon
the garment 11, giving no thought to the
strip other than the pleasant thought that
a convenient supplyv of buttons is always at
hand. The button is then sewed securely in
place by means, for instance, of the threads
12. The strip 1. carrying the remaining
buttons, may then be torn away from that
part of the strip bearing the button which
has just been secured to the garment, for
instance as shown at 13, The portion of
the strip clinging to the button which has
been secured to the garment may then be
easily removed therefrom by pulling it away.
In a similar manner the entirve strip 1. by
one operation, may be pulled from the but-
ton which has been secured to the garment.

If it is desired to secure a plurality of
buttons to the garment in predetermined
spaced relation, the desired number of but-
tons properly spaced upon the etrip 1 may
be sewed to the garment and the strip 1
then pulled away from the buttons which
have been secured to the garment.

In a manner similar to that described
above in connection with buttons, I may
likewise make use of the “hook and eye
strips” illustrated in Figures 8 and 4 or the

“snap strips” illustrated in Figures 5 and 6,

the principal difference, of course, being
that there are two elements in a set.in place
of one button. Each element, such as a hook
5 or an eye 6, would be sewed in place in a
manner similar to that in which a button is
sewed in place as deseribed above. In using

the embodiments shown in Figures 4 and 6

the portions 1* and 1° may be separated be-
fore sewing or after each element 5 or 6
is sewed in place. , :

The “button card” illustrated in Fig. 8
may be used in a manner very similar to
that described with respect to“button strips™
of Fig. 1. ’ o

The designations of measurement or scale
4 upon the edge of the strip 1 or card 1¢
may be used independently as a measuring
implement, so long as an appreciable part of
the strip 1 remains. The scale 4 will also
serve to indicate at all times the distance
that the fasteners are spaced apart.

It is obvious that many and varied de-
tails of construction may be resorted to by
those skilled in the art and T do not intend
to limit myself by the description set forth
above. For instance the strip 1 above re-
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ferred to may be a strip of any desired
length or width so long as 1t is not too bulky.
The strip may be a few thousandths of an
inch in thickness or may be of such thick-
ness as to be only semi-flexible.’

I may use any material available for the
strip 1 so long as it has sufficient transpar-
ency for the operator thereof to readily de-

termine the position of the fastener upon

the garment.  Thin oiled paper might even
be as satisfactory in some instances as the
materials already mentioned. 1 may even
use a strip which is soluble in water so that
the strip need not be removed from the gar-
ment manually but may be dissolved there-
from by washing the garment.

The advantages of my invention will be
observed from the above description to be
numerous, principal of which are that the
operator always has a convenient supply of
fasteners at hand, that the fasteners can be
exactly located upon the garment due to the
transparency of the strip 1 and that a num-
ber of fasteners may be secured to a gai-
ment in predetermined spaced relation.

In the claims, the term “strip” is intended

to include a short wide strip or-card as well

as a long narrow tape-like ome; the term
“flexible”  includes semi-flexible as well as
flexible, the term “transparent” includes all
material having sufficient transparency for
an operator to ascertain the position of a
garment therethrough, the term “clothes fas-
tener” includes buttons, hooks and eyes,
snaps and all other similar devices either
singly or in sets, each set such as the hooks
and eyes and the snaps being composed of

a male and female element and the term
“thread-eye” refers to the openings in the
clothes fastener through which threads may
pass to secure the fastener to the garment.

I claim:

1. An article of manufacture comprising
a strip of transparent material and clothes
fasteners secured thereto and residing en-
tirely between the edges of said strip.

9. An article of manufacture comprising
a strip of thin transparent material having
clothes fasteners with thread eyes secured
thereto by securing means af least a part of
which passes through thread-eyes in the fas-
teners.

3. An article of manufacture comprising
a strip of transparent material having se-
cured thereto clothes fasteners with thread-
eyes, at least the thread-eyes of said fas-
teners residing between the edges of said
strip. o

4. The method of securing clothes fas-
teners with thread-eyes therein to a gar-
ment which comprises mounting said fas-
teners upon a transparent strip with at least
the thread-eyes of said fasteners within the
edges of said strip, sewing the fastener to
the garment with the strip intervening and
then tearing the strip from the fastener
and- garment.

5. An article of manufacture comprising
a strip of transparent material and clothes
fasteners secured thereto, those parts of the
fasteners which are to be secured to a gar-
ment residing within the edges of the strip.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

ISABELLA H. SMITH.
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