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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Witrarp E. Swrer,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in--

vented a new and useful Improvement in a
Window Envelope, of which the following,
together with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification.

The opject of my present invention is to
provide an envelope, preferably one having
a window opening, which is so constructed
as to be peculiarly susceptible to the opera-
tion of a cancelling machine, for cancelling
a postage stamp or postage permit thereon.
Another object of said invention is to so con-
struct. such an envelope as to facilitate the
sealing thereof mechanically, as a part of
the operation of mechanical cancellation.
The- above and other objects are accom-
plished by the construction hereinafter de-
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which— -

Fig. 1 is a front or face view of an en-
velope, the same being shown in the posi-
tion and relation which it occupies for the
operation of mechanical cancellation.

Fig. 2 shows the same envelope on its re-
verse side, with the seal flap folded down.

Fig. 8 is a central transverse sectional view
of the envelope.

Similar reference characters refer to simi-
lar parts throughout the different figures.

Referring to the accompanying draw-

ings, 1 denotes the face or address side
of the body portion of the envelope, 2 a
seal flap, provided with the usual gummed
‘surface 8, by which it may be attached
to the back of the envelope, in the opera-
tion of sealing, as represented at 2°, Fig.
2. The envelope is constructed by folding
its flaps, of any suitable shape, upon the
body portion of the envelope, as represented
in Fig. 2 in which 4, 4, denote the end flaps
and 5 the back flap, which are attached
along their overlapping adjacent edges by
adhesive material, in the usual and well
known manner.

‘When an envelope of the ordinary and
usual construction 1s subjected to the action
of a cancelling machine of the type now
commonly in use, said envelope must first
have been sealed,—for the reason that the
stamp or postage permit is invariably dis-

posed adjacent the longitudinal edge or fold
7 of the seal flap, as indicated by the broken
lines 6, Fig. 1, and for the reason that the
delivery to the cancelling devices requires
the envelope to be supported, while being
fed, on said longitudinal edge which is ad-
jacent to the stamp or postage permit. In
other words, prior to mechanical cancella-
tion an -envelope of ordinary construction
must be sealed, so as to furnish the neces-
sary closed supporting edge for its delivery,
mn an inverted position to the cancelling de-
vices. Such cancelling devices and ma-
chines are well known in the art and form
no part of the present invention.

The latter aims to provide a construc-
tion of envelope which, when subjected to
mechanical cancellation, does not require the
sealing to be carried on as a previous sepa-
rate operation. As shown in Fig. 1, this
result is accomplished by placing the win-
dow opening 10, or a space for the address,
near the upper or seal flap edge of the en-
velope; and when the card of the sender, or
return address is required, the same is lo-
cated, not in the usual position indicated by
the broken lines 8, but in the position of the
rectangle 11, but with the bottom of the
letters uppermost. The stamp, or postage
permit, is placed in the position indicated by
the rectangle 12 with the stamp, or letters
of the postage permit, preferably placed up-
side down, as represented in Fig. 1. The
proximity of this stamp or postage permit
12 to the permanently formed fold or edge 9
enables the envelope to be forwarded through
the cancelling mechanism without regard to
the position of the seal flap 24 the latter is
not required to be previously and sepa-
rately sealed in advance of the cancelling op-
eration, and it remains in condition to be
mechanically sealed on the same forward
movement which carries the envelope, sup-
ported on the edge 9, through the cancelling
mechanism to receive the imprint of the
cancellation, as indicated at 13, Fig. 1.

According to the invention, the address
space for the envelope, on the face or front
thereof, is in a location removed from the
permanently folded edge 9,—that is, on the
opposite side of the envelope from said edge
9, with reference to the longitudinal center
line of the envelope face, indicated by the
broken line 14, Fig. 1. Said address space,

60

65

70

75

80

90

95

100



2

as here shown, may be constituted by a win-
.dow opening 10 the latter adapted to re-
veal the name and address on the letter or
enclosure which, when folded, is inserted in
the envelope pocket.. In any case, whether
the envelope be equipped with a window or
not, the bottom or lower limit of the address

- space is the line of fold 7 of the seal flap 2,

which, after moistening of its gummed sur-

face 3 1s moved into the successive positions

20 Flo 3, and 2°, Fig. 2, to complete the en-
closure.

I claim,

1. As a new article of manufacture, an en-
velope adapted for presentation to cancel-
ling instrumentalities without necessity for
previous separate sealing thereof, said en-
velope having an unbroken permfmentlv
closed lonorltudlnal edge o1 fold, opposite to
its seal ﬁ‘lp for its edoe\\’lse support in be-
ing fed to said cancelhna instrumentalities,
and presenting on its front face, remote from
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said supporting edge or fold, an address
space whose bottom or lower limit-is the line
of fold of said seal flap.

2. As a new article of manufacture, an en-
velope adapted for presentation to cancel-
ling instrumentalities without necessity for
previous separate sealing thereof, said en-
velope  having an unbroken permanently
closed longitudinal edge or fold, for its

edgewise support in being fed to Said can-

celhnfr instrumentalities, and presenting on
its front face, adjacent to said supporting
edge or fold, a stamp, printing, and cancel-
lation space, and also presenting on its front
face, remote from said supporting edge or
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lold, an address disclosing window who%e .

lower limit, for the chsclosme of the address,
is the line of fold of the seal flap of said

envelope.
Dated this 17th day of February, 1921.

WILLARD E. SWIFT
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