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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

LUDWIG WOERNER, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 

Foot-REST. 
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 699,780, dated May 18, 1902. 

Application filed September 11, 1901, Serial No. 74,998, (No model.) 
to all whon, it inctly conce77. 
Be it known that I, LUDWIG WoERNER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in New 
York, borough of Brooklyn, in the State of 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Foot-Rests, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to an improved foot 

rest which combines with its utility as an 
article of furniture the novel representation 
of the appearance and action of a turtle, thus 
being a source of amusement in addition to 
its utility. - 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

foot-rest in the shape of a turtle of novel 
construction, useful, and ornamental, and, 
further, to provide the foot-rest with means 
for imparting motion to the legs, head, and 
tail of the turtle by compressing the back of 
the turtle under the pressure of the foot. 
This invention consists of a foot-rest repre 

senting a turtle, comprising a compressible 
body, a base for supporting the same, leg, 
head, and tail members of the turtle arranged 
between the base and body, lazy-tongs con 
necting said members and actuated by an 
elliptical compression-spring contained in the 
body, so as to move the legs, head, and tail 
inwardly and outwardly in relation to the 
body. 
The novel features of construction and com 

bination of parts will be hereinafter more 
fully described, and specified in the claims, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the foot 

rest. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the invention 
With the body removed and showing the base 
and members in a normal position. 

tail of the turtle drawn in; and Fig. 4 is a 
transverse vertical sectional view on line 22, Fig. 2. 

Similar letters of reference designate corre 
sponding parts. 

Referring to the drawings, A designates 
the foot-rest, which consists of a body B, sup 
ported upon the base C and provided with 
the casters D. The body B is made to repre 
sent a turtle and is covered with plush, 
leather, or other material, underlaid with can 

vas; suitably padded. 

Fig. 3 is. 
a similar view showing the legs, head, and 

The legs, head, and 
tail are made of similar materials. The back 
b of the body B is shaped like a turtle-shell, 
and being made of flexible material is sup 
ported by spiral compression-springs b', ar 
ranged between the supplemental base B' 
and the flexible back b. (Shown in Fig. 4.) 
The supplemental base B is provided with 

a transverse slot b, in which is positioned 
the elliptical compression-spring S, secured 
to the base C and the backb. The body Bis 
supported upon the base C by the supports 
c, arranged at the ends of the base and spaced 
apart to form the passages c'. Between the 
base C and the supplemental base B" the 
members Cl, representing the legs, head, and 
tail of the turtle, are arranged and adapted 
to move inwardly and outwardly through 
the opening c' under the action of the lazy 
tongs L. 
The members a are connected with the lazy 

tongs. The legs are each secured to the ex 
tremity of the end legs l of the lazy-tongs, 
and the head and tail are each secured to op 
posite ends at the intersection of the end legs 
l. The lazy-tongs are actuated by the ellip 
tical spring S, to which the tongs are axially 
secured, so that the compression of the spring 
will contract the lazy-tongs, and thereby draw 
in the members a through the passages c, as 
shown in Fig. 3. 
The movement of the head, legs, and tail 

resembles the action of a turtle and is pro 
duced by compressing the flexible back by the 
pressure of the foot. When the pressure is 
removed, the spiral springs and the elliptical 
compression-spring distend the back to its 
normal position and simultaneously the legs, 
head, and tail project again from the body. 
These members are loosely secured to the 
lazy-tongs, so that they are affected by slight 
pressure upon the turtle-back or accidentally 
knocking the foot-rest, thereby imparting a 
slightly-oscillating motion which, together 
with their inward-and-outward movement, at 
tracts the attention and eXcites amusement. 
The various features of the foot-rest, its at 

tractive appearance, utility, simplicity, dura 
bility, and the amusement it excites contrib 
ute in making the foot-rest a desirable article 
of furniture. 
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Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters. 
Patent 

1. A foot-rest, consisting of a turtle-shaped 
body, a base upon which the same is support 
ed, a compressible backportion of said body, 
leg, head and tail members arranged between 
said base and said body, and means for actu 
ating said leg, head and tail members to move 
iyidly and outwardly, substantially as set 
orth. 
2. A foot-rest, consisting of a base, a com 

pressible turtle-shaped body, supports ar 
ranged at the ends of said base to support 
said body, passages between said supports, 
leg, head and tail members adapted to move 
inwardly and outwardly in said passages, and 
means for producing the movement of said 
members, substantially as set forth. 

3. A foot-rest, consisting of a base, a com 
pressible turtle-shaped body, a supplemental 
base therein, spiral springs arranged between 
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the back of said body and said supplemental 
base, an elliptical compression-spring passing 
through a slot in said supplemental base, leg, 
head and tail members, and means connect 
ing said members and said elliptical compres 
sion-spring, substantially as set forth. 

4. A foot-rest, consisting of a base, a tur 
tle-shaped body having a flexible back, a sup 
plemental base in said body, spiral springs ar 
ranged thereon, a transverse slot in said 
supplemental base, an elliptical compression 
spring adapted to operate through the same, 
leg, head and tail members, and lazy-tongs 
connecting said members with said elliptical 
compression-spring, substantially asset forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name in pres 
ence of two subscribing witnesses. 

LUDWIG W OERNER. 
Witnesses: 

PAUL GOEPEL, 
JOSEPH. H. NILES. 
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