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5 Claims. (C. 273-77) 
The present invention relates to a new and improved 

golf club and more particularly to a new and improved 
putter and grip or handle therefor which introduces and 
makes possible an entirely new approach to the tech 
niques of putting in the game of golf. Still more 
specifically, the present invention relates to a handle 
having a triangular cross section rounded at the inter 
sections of the plane surfaces and admitting a new and 
stabilized means for gripping the club in correction of a 
substantial amount of human error in putting. 

In golf the putter is perhaps one of the most important 
clubs to the golfer. In general, it is more used than 
any other club and extreme accuracy is required of it. 
As a consequence it is not surprising to find that many 
players have experimented with the design and structure 
of putters. The choice of a putter involves a classifica 
tion of the putter's individual stance, club movement or 
motion during putting, and preferences as to Weight and 
weight distribution in the club head. In addition, putting 
style is more individualized than any other other stroke 
in golfing. This has made the teaching of putting very 
difficult and the results of the teaching very spotty. Ob 
servers frequently remark that good putters succeed in 
spite of awkward stances, Swings, and clubs. The actual 
modifications in putting irons or clubs have evolved from 
wooden headed and weighted clubs using wood shafts to 
a variety of weighted and shaped club heads either utiliz 
ing wooden or metal shafts. The connection of shaft to 
club has been off-center toward the heel of the club head 
and toward the side of the golfer. Recently observed 
putters have placed the shaft connection on the heel side 
of the club head and intermediate the center point be 
tween heel and toe. The result of known putters has 
been firstly to place the player in an awkward offset from 
the ball so that the golfer has a difficult time locating his 
eyes directly over the ball and on a line intersecting ball 
and cup or target. In attempting to achieve such a posi 
tion the grip on the handle portion of the club is unduly 
strained and if the conventional overlapping grip is used 
the player easily tends to pull or waver the club face in 
addressing the ball, thereby spoiling the shot. Compen 
sation by the golfer to achieve comfortableness and 
naturalness of Swing without "pulling' the shot is ex 
pressed in awkward stances and in a wide variety of 
choked grips 
The present invention is therefore directed to supply 

ing a club and grip therefor which represents a radical 
departure from prior art putters and which allows the 
golfer to align his eyes with the line of putting while 
stroking the ball for impact at the midpoint of the club 
face thus eliminating awkward putting stances and pre 
venting waver in the club head. 

Thus, the principal object of the present invention is 
providing a new, improved, and useful putter structure. 
Another object is to provide an improved putter grip 

or handle. 
Another object is providing a shaft connection midway 

of the club face and extending upward therefrom. 
Still another object is in providing a moderate shaft 

angle so as to permit the player to present himself for 
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2 
natural alignment of his eyes substantially over the ball. 

Still another object is in providing a putter system 
incorporating a structure which readily adapts itself to 
a natural physiological position assumed by the player. 

Other objects will be readily appreciated by those 
skilled in the playing of golf as the description proceeds. 

General description 
In general, the device comprises a handle having a gen 

erally triangular cross sectional configuration. A shaft 
coaxially extends from the handle as is secured in the 
handle in an opening provided therein. The lower end 
of the shaft is connected to a sleeve or club head socket. 
The Socket, in turn, merges or blends into the club head 
at Substantially the center thereof. By this it is meant 
that the connection rises from the top of the club between 
the club faces and midway between heel and toe of the 
club. The stem piece or socket is thus centered at its 
connection to the club head midway between the heel 
and toe of the club face. The club face normally rises 
vertically from the sole plate portion thereof and the 
heel and toe of the club head are gently rounded, pref 
erably on an arc having its center located on a vertical 
line extended upward from the sole plate and through the 
connection of stem piece to club head. This preferred 
curve form reduces the drag of the sole plate during 
putting thereby minimizing twisting movement about the 
shaft as would occur if toe or heel wavered into contact 
with the turf. The ball is thus struck midway between 
heel and toe of the club on the line of connection as 
between club head and stem. The shaft is straight but is 
angled slightly from a vertical line extended from the 
plane of the sole plate upward through the connection of 
stern to club head. This provides an ideal offset for 
stance which is very easily adjusted for height of the 
individual golfer by mere adjustment of shaft length. In 
one modification the slant of the shaft is established by 
the connecting angle as between stem and club head. In 
another form the stem piece rises vertically from the club 
head and is provided with a terminal bend which portion 
receives the shaft. The weight of the club head is ad 
justed as a matter of choice of weight and materials, and 
suitable ferrules well known in the art secure trim con 
nection as between shaft and handle or club head. The 
connection of shaft to handle and stem or club head is 
fixed and rigid in any of several well known manners. In 
use the putters thus designed have gained enthusiastic 
reception, 

In the drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a handle structure 

in accord with the present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a front elevation view of a golf club 

in accord with the present invention gripped in accord 
with the preferred usage. 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevation view indicating the posi 

tioning of palms along the cheeks of the handle, fingers 
overlapping, forefingers flanking the upper surface and 
thumbs positioned on the upper plane surface. 
FIGURE 4 is a top plan enlarged view of a golf club 

in accord with the present invention. 
FIGURE 5 is a side elevation view of the structure 

shown in FIGURE 4 and indicating an exaggerated an 
gular deviation between handle and vertical. 
FIGURE 6 is a cross section through the handle taken 

on line VI-VI of FIGURE 4 and showing the position 
of hands on the handle in the preferred grip position 
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and indicating the rounded blending between plane Sur 
faces. 
FIGURE 7 is a top plan view illustrating the club 

and grip as viewed by the player indicating the natural 
symmetry achieved by use of the present invention. 
FIGURE 8 is a partial side elevation view of a modi 

fied form of club head and stem and indicating the small 
inclination of the shaft (somewhat exaggerated) from 
vertical as established by the bend in the stem-piece. 

Specific description 
Referring particularly to the drawing and with refer 

ence to FIGURE 1, the handle 11 is generally triangular 
in cross sectional form, two adjacent legs of the triangular 
form providing plane-like cheek surfaces 12. The con 
necting plane surface 3 is a thumb ledge or receiving 
surface as will be seen. The surfaces at contact between 
the generally plane surfaces 12 and 13 are softened by 
arcuate blending as shown. Some longitudinal taper at 
the fore and aft ends of the handle 1 is provided. 
Sharp edges are carefully avoided. The shaft 14 extends 
from the fore end of the handle 11 and is secured in an 
axial recess in the handle 1. The joint as between handle 
and shaft is trimmed as by the ferrule 5. Referring to 
FIGURE 2 it is seen that the thumb surface 3, in use, 
faces outwardly from the player 16 and that the handle 
11 is positioned with cheeks 2 engaging the palms of 
the player in a natural (palms together) position with 
the forefingers 17 flanking the thumb surfaces. The 
thumbs 18 rest naturally on the thumb surface 13. The 
legs 19 of the player 6 can be easily positioned in a 
natural stance as shown and the shaft 14 thus extends 
midway between the legs 19 of the player 16. The shaft 
14 connects to the club head 20 through the stem piece 
or socket 2 and the ferrule trim 22 neatly closes the fit. 

In FIGURE 3 the profile of the FIGURE 2 stance 
indicates best the interlock of fingers 23 on the hands 24 
over the grip E. As seen in FIGURE 3 the connection 
of shaft 14 to the club head 20 is midway between toe 
25 and heel 26 and the shaft 4 is mildly angled from 
the contact with the top of the club head 20. 

In FIGURE 4 it is appreciated that the sole plate 27 
of the club head 20 is provided with flanking plane 
club faces 28 and 29 rising substantially vertically there 
from. Shifts from vertical are matters of individual 
preference with golfers. In general, the club faces 28 
and 29 approach right angles to the sole plate 27. The 
stem piece 21, which may be integral with the club head 
20, receives the lower end of the shaft 14 in locked re 
lationship. In turn, the handle end of the shaft 4 is 
longitudinally inserted in the handle 11 and is suitably 
locked therein against twisting or removal. Ferrule pieces 
i5 and 22 close on the gaps at connection of shaft to 
handle E and stem piece 21 respectively. As seen the 
thumb surface 3 of the handle 1 is outward facing 
and the putter, as illustrated, is useful in either right or 
left handed settings. In use the thumb surface i3 is 
uppermost, as shown, and defines a plane surface at right 
angles to a plane defined by shaft 4 and club head 20 
along its longitudinal center. 
With reference to FIGURE 6, a cross section through 

FIGURE 4, the contouring of the handle E is better 
appreciated in terms of the surfaces 2 and the thumb 
surface 13. The axial shaft receiving recess 30 defined 
by the handle 1A is very nicely shown. As seen, the 
pointer or forefingers parallel the blending contacts be 
tween the surfaces A2 and 13 and serve as stabilizing 
guides to the club as it is swung. The apex 3, modulated 
by rounding, is supported in the crook of the interlocking 
fingers and the palms of the hands engage the cheek 
surfaces 2. 

In reference to FIGURE 5 the shaft 14 is seen to 
connect with the club head 20 at a slight angle A defined 
between a vertical line rising through the connection at 
right angles to the sole plate 27. This angle is be 
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4. 
tween about 2 degrees and 8 degrees and preferably be 
tween about 4 degrees and 6 degrees and provides adequate 
offset for natural stance in positioning of the player 
and handle. The ball contact area 32 is shown in phan 
tom line substantially midway between heel 26 and 
toe 25 substantially on an extended line through the 
contact between stem-piece 21 and club head 20. 

In FIGURE 7 the new hand grip as seen from the 
eyes of the player is shown with the hands 24 establish 
ing very good and symmetrical control over the club 
head 20. 

In FIGURE 8 the modified form of club head 33 is 
shown for use with a handle 11 as illustrated in FIGURES 
1-5 and 7. The stem piece 34 rises vertically from 
midway between heel 35 and toe 36 and then bends 
to provide an angled socket portion 37, crowned by 
ferrule 38 on shaft 39. This results in a goose-neck. 
offset and the angle B as between a vertical extension 
through the connection and the axis of the shaft is be 
tween about 2 degrees and about 8 degrees and prefer 
ably between about 4 degrees and about 6 degrees. 
Greater and lesser angles at A and B tend to spoil the 
'feel of the club. 

In FIGURE 8 it will be noticed the sole plate 40 is 
in fact a curved plane form rather than a flat plane 
form and blends with the rounded heel 35 and toe 36. 
The arc of the sole plate 40 is preferably struck from 
a point on the line extending vertically through the con 
nection as between stem 34 and club head 33. This 
Substantially reduces drag of either heel or toe in use 
and is possible by reason of the fact that ideal ball con 
tact is midway of the club face 41. 

Operationally, structures built in accord with the fore 
going description have gained rapid acceptance and putting 
has been vastly improved. Teaching putting with the 
devices of the present invention has taken very good 
strides in minimizing the variables previously arising from 
awkward stance, failure of eye alignment with line of 
flight and faulty stability of club face flowing from an 
unbalanced grip. The handles 1 of the present inven 
tion have been molded directly to the shafts 14 in rubber, 
resin, and even in wood and wood laminates. The club 
heads 20 and 35 have been cast from brass, bronze and 
steel as well as metal filled potting resins. The putters 
prepared in accord with the present description are 
amenable to both wrist and arm swinging and simulate 
ideal pendulum presentation. 

Having thus described my invention those skilled in 
the art will immediately recongnize improvements and 
modifications, and such improvements and modifications 
are intended to be included herein, limited only by the 
Scope of the hereinafter appended claims. 

I claim: 
. A golf club comprising: 
(a) a handle having a triangular cross section for sub 

stantially its entire length, two legs of said triangular 
CrOSS Section comprising converging flat palm re 
ceiving cheeks and the third leg of said cross section 
providing a thumb ledge of sufficient width to ac 
commodate two thumbs in side by side parallel re 
lation; 

(b) a shaft secured to said handle at one end thereof; 
(c) a club head; and, 
(d) a stem piece extending upward from the geometri 

cal center of Said club head, said shaft being socketed 
in Said stem and said shaft being inclined at an 
angle of between about 2 degrees and 8 degrees from 
a line extending through the geometric center of 
Said club head and perpendicular to the longitudinal 
axis of said club head. 

2. A golf club as in claim wherein the angle between 
Said shaft and said perpendicular line extended through 
the geometric center of said club head is between about 
4 degrees and 6 degrees. 
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3. A golf club comprising: 
(a) an elongate handle having a rounded triangular 

cross section for substantially the entire length there 
of, the uppermost leg thereof providing a support for 
both thumbs of a player in parallel adjacent relation, 
and the other two legs of said triangular cross sec 
tion providing converging palm receiving cheeks; 

(b) a shaft extending from said handle and secured 
thereto; 

(c) a stem piece into which said shaft is socketed; and, 
(d) a club head having a bottom portion in a hori 
Zontal plane and said stem piece extending upward 
ly from the geometric center of the uppermost sur 
face of Said club and wherein said stem and said 
shaft are in a substantially common plane and are 
inclined at an angle of between about 2 degrees and 
8 degrees from a line extending through the geometric 
center of said club head and perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of said club head. 

4. A golf club as set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
stem and shaft are inclined at an angle of between about 
4 degrees and 6 degrees from said perpendicular line. 

5. A golf club as set forth in claim 3 wherein the 
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ground engaging sole plate portion of said club head is 
Substantially arcuate. 
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