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My invention relates to certain new and useful
improvements for supplying moisture to pack-
ages of merchandise which require a humid at-
mosphere for the proper preservaticn of their

5 contents, and for removing moisture from the
interior of those packages whose contents must
be kept dry.

Further, the. invention provides a moisture ex-
changer for conveying moisture from an external
atmosphere into the atmosphere within a cham-
ber having a dry content or from a chamber hav-
ing a moist content into a surrounding atmos-
phere having a dry content.

Other objects will in part be obvious and in
part be pointed out hereinafter.

To the attainment of the aforesaid objects
and ends, the invention still further resides in
the novel details of construction, combination
and arrangement. of parts, all of which will be
first fully described in the following detailed de-
scription, then be particularly pointed out in the
appended claims, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing, in which:~—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating my in-
vention as applied to packages wherein the pack-
age is to function as a humidor,

Figure 2 is a detail perspective view of the
moisture exchanger, part being broken to show
the reinforcing element.

Figure 3 is a vertical longitudinal section. of
the package and parts contained in Figure 1 with
the moisture exchanger all the way in.

In the drawing in which like numerals of ref-
erence indicate like parts in all of the figures, 1
represents the sealed package, 2. its contents

- which are to be humidified, and: 3 a moisture-
proof sheet interposed between. the contents 2
of the package and the moisture exchanger 5.

In using my invention I provide a moisture
exchanger consisting of a suitable material 5 in
the form of ‘a ribbon. The material used may
be wicking. In order that the moisture ex-
changer may be kept stiff it may be reinforced
in any suitable manner as for example by the

5 use of a piece of wire screening 7. 6 is a finger
piece riveted to the end of the member 5 by
which it may be pulled out or inserted as desired.

The package 1 is provided with a slot 8 over
which a correspondingly slotted guard 4 of any

50 suitable material may be placed, the moisture
exchanger 5 being inserted through the slot 8.
In order to supply moisture to the interior of
the package 1 the member 5 is pulled out as in-
dicated in Figure 1 and the external portion is
moistened in any suitable way as by immersion
in a suitable liquid, or it may be left in the po-
sition shown in Figure 1 in a moist atmosphere,
in either of which events the moisture is con-
veyed into the interior of the package 1 to humid-
ify the air within the package. The moisture-
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proof shield 3 prevents the moisture from the
ribbon 5 coming in direct contact with the con~
tents 2 of the package. »

Although my invention is primarily for the
purpose of supplying moisture to sealed packages,
it may also be continued as a means for supply-
ing moisture to the contents of a package after
the package is opened.

The invention can also be applied to the ex-
haustion of moisture from the interior of pack-
ages which contain merchandise which must be
kept free from moisture. Placing the package
containing such articles in a warm dry oven with
the ribbon 5 partly protruding from the opening
8 the interior of the packagé can be freed of
moisture since the evaporation of the moisture
from the protruding part of the wick causes the
moisture to be withdrawn from the interior of
the package.

From the foregoing description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, it is
thought the construction and advantages of my
invention will be clear to those skilled in the art
to which it appertains,

What I claim is:

1. In combination with a sealed package having
a goods holding chamber and having an opening
in one of its walls, a stiff absorbent wick insert-
able through said opening constituting a closure
therefor, and a moisture-proof guard located in
the package between the wick and the contents of
the package the wick being in contact with the
atmosphere within the goods chamber.

2. In a sealed package containing at least one
article of merchandise to be kept moist, an ab-
sorbent ribbon extending into said package and
protruding externally therefrom for the purpose
of conveying moisture to the interior of said pack-
age and the article within the package.

3. In a sealed package containing at least one 100
article of merchandise to be kept free from mois-
ture, an absorbent ribbon extending into said
package and protruding externally therefrom, for
the purpose of exhausting moisture from the in-
terior of said package.

4. In a sealed package having a space contain-
ing at least one article of merchandise to be kept
moist and having a suitable opening, a movable
ribbon movable through said opening, said ribbon
being of absorbent material with means render- 110
ing it stiff, said ribbon being arranged to be with-
drawn either partly or wholly through said open-
ing to be saturated with moisture and be returned
to the interior of the package, and a means by
which the ribbon may be returned to the interior 115
of said package, the ribbon being within the same
space-as that containing. the article of merchan-
dise.
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