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An etching method comprises a removing step by using molten sodium hydroxide (SHL) in a
predetermined high temperature range as a molten alkali, thereby forming an oxide film on the etched surface
of the SiC substrate (PL) whose substrate surface is composed of the Si surface and the C surface under an
environment containing high temperature and oxygen, while removing the etched surface of the Si at a higher
speed than the C surface. In the removing step, the SiC substrate (PL) is inclined at a predetermined angle
with respect to the horizontal plane with the etched surface facing upward, and molten sodium hydroxide

(SHL) flows from the upper side to the lower side of the etched surface.
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An etching method comprises a removing step by using
molten sodium hydroxide (SHL) in a predetermined high
temperature range as a molten alkali, thereby forming an
oxide film on the etched surface of the SiC substrate (PL)
whose substrate surface is'composed of the Si surface and
the C surface under an environment containing high
temperature and oxygen, while removing the etched surface
of the Si at a higher speed than the C surface. In the
removing step, the SiC substrate (PL) is inclined at a
predetermined angle with respect to the horizontal plane
with the etched surface facing upward, and molten sodium
hydrdxide (SHL) flows from the upper side to the lower side

of the etched surface.
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