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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
| WM. B. CARPENTER, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 

BILLARID-TABLE CUSHION. 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 15994, dated October 28, 1856. 

To all whom it may Concern : 
Be it known that I, WM. B. CARPENTER, 

of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings, in the 
State of New York, have invented a new 
and Improved Mode of Constructing Cush 
ions for Billiard-Tables; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full and exact 
description thereof, reference being had to 

| the accompanying drawings and to the let 
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ters of reference marked thereon. 
The nature of my invention consists in 

constructing that part of billiard tables, 
gommonly called Cushions of elastic Strips of 
steel, brass, orany other metal which may 
be made properly elastic for the purpose. 
Such metallic strip or plate is to be firmly 
secured at its entire lower edge, or near the 
edge which will cause Saidlower edge to b? 
entirely rigid, but the entire upper edge and 
its adjacent parts are to be freely elastic 
for the purpose of repelling the stroke of a 
ball played against it. Notwithstanding I 
herein describe the full operation of the me 
tallic strip or plate, yet i do not wish to be 
understood as describing as my invention 
the original use of Such plate, as it has been 
used before in France, England and the 
United States: but the fastening the Said 
plate rigidy along its entire lower edge 
produces a new and useful result in the use 
of the metallic spring plate. And I Wish it 
to be understood from what has been Said 
and what may follow herewith that the 
Said fastening of the lower edge of the Said 
spring plate is all I describe as my improve 
ment in the use of such metallic plate in the 
construction of billiard Cushions. The me 
tallic-elastic-Spring strip being Secured to 
its place, I then insert between Said Spring 
and the wood work to which it is attached 
a packing or filling of cloth, curled hair 
wool, orother Suitable material, for the pur 
pose of filling up the space between the Said 
spring and wood work, and also to relieve 
orassist the spring plate from becoming in 
jured. A. cushion so made Will present a 
clean straight edge and likely to remain per 
manently true. The said spring is then to 
be inclosed by a covering of thin leather or 
cloth orany suitable material. 
To enable others skilled in the art to 

make and use my invention, I will proceed 
to describe its construction and operation, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, likeletters referring to like 
partS. 

| Figure 1 is a plain draft of the shape I 
propose for the metal strip, that is, when 
such strip is to be used for a Cushion on a 
table that has pockets or divisions, when a 
cushion is So made six of them are used on 
?ach table, this metal strip represents the 
facing of One of Such cushion. Butif a set 
of clushions is made for what is called a 
carom table then the ends of the metal 
strip marked i, i, may be square or nearlyso. 
A, Fig.1, is the metal strip. f, f, is the up 
per wedge. C, C, is the lower edge which is 
perforated with holes for the insertion of 
Screws. The object of making the lower 
edge e, e, shorter than the upper edge f, f, 
is, that the parts of Said spring marked i i. 
may be bent around the pockets without de 
stroying its elasticity. If the extreme ends 
were left too Square or sharp they might cut 
the covering Which may be put upon them. 
The Strip A may be made of any desirable 
thickness, length or height, according to the 
size of the table and degree of elasticity re 
quired. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view, partly sec 
tional. A is the spring strip, firmly Secured 
to thewood work C, ator near itslower edge 
with Screws marked 6 G. The Said fasten 
ing of the strip or plate A to the Woodwork 
c, with Screws or their equivalents at e, e, is 
the Only and exact extent of my invention 
with regard to the use of the metallic-Spring 
plate. The upper edge f, f. is to be left 
freely elastic along its entire length, B is 
the Space between the Spring A and the 
wood work G. The Said Space B may be 
stuffed or packed with cloth or other suit 
able material: the cushion may then be cov 
ered with thin leather or cloth or anything 
Suitable for the purpose. D showsa part of 
the cushion covered and ready for use. 
I distinctly disclaim as my invention the 

use of the metallic-spring strip, or facing, 
in the construction of billiard cushions. 
But 
What I do claim as my invention and de 

sire to secure by Letters Patent is the mode 
herein described, or its equivalent, of the 
fastening of the metallic-spring strip, or 
facing, firmly at or near its entire lower 
edge e, e, substantially and for the purpose 
as herein described. 

WM. B. CARPENTER. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE W. GERAN, 
RICHARD. W. MOTT, 
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