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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JESSE S. DEARDORFF, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Canal Dover, in the county of Tuscarawas and

State of Ohio, have invented certain new and |

useful Improvements in Dental Devices; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for clamping and holding artificial
dental plates and teeth during the operation
of cleaning or cleansing the same.

The object of theinvention is to provide an
improved clamp for the above purpose which
shall be simple and economical in construe-
tion, so as to be within the reach of all per-
sons having artificial teeth, and which shall
firmly clamp and hold the plates in a secure
and efficient manner.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struetion and ¢ombination of parts, hereinaf-
ter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure1is
a perspective view of a clamping device eon-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the bottom or lower
clamping-piece. Fig. 3 is a similar view of
the upper piece. [Fig.4 is a central longi-
tudinal sectional view of the device.

In the said drawings, the reference-nu-
merals 1 and 2 designate the two parts consti-
tuting the clamp, each provided with lags 3,
having a series of holes or apertures 4 for the
passage of the pivot bar or rod 5, by which
said parts are pivotally and adjustably con-
nected together. The lower clamp 1 consists
of an arm 6, with an oval rim 7, open-at its
center and provided with upwardly-project-
ing side lugs 8,and with upwardly-projecting
claws 9 at the front upon the inner and outer
sides. The rim at its rear is also provided
with upwardly-turned lugs 10. The upper
clamp 2 is formed with an arm 12 and an oval
rim 13, with a full open center, corresponding

substantially with the lower clamp, and the
rim atits front and rear is provided with down-
wardly-projecting claws or lugs 14. The lugs
3 are formed integral with the arms 6 and 12,

The numeral 15 denotes a torsional spring,
consisting of a piece of spring-wire bent over
at its center and coiled around the pivot-bar
5, with its ends resting upon the lower arm 6.
‘The bent end of this spring rests against the
under side of the upper arm 12. .

The numeral 16 denotes a pivoted loop
which engages with the bent end of the up-
per arm 12 and locks the parts together.

The operation will be readily understood.
Thearms 6and12are forced together, opening
the clamps by holding the lower arm in the
hand and depressingarm12 bythe thumb. The
plate containing the teeth is placed between
the clamps with the teeth in frout and the
arm released, when the clamps will be forced
together by means of the spring and the lugs
on the rims will securely hold the plate in po-
sition.

There are many different ways of inserting
the plates in the clamps which will suggest
themselves to the person using the device,and
other objects besides dental plates may be
held or clamped.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a dental clamping device, the combi-
nation, with the pivoted arms, of the oval
rims having the retaining claws or lugs, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

2. In a dental clamping device, the combi-
nation, with the arms having lugs provided
with a series of opeunings, of the oval rims
having the retaining-lugs and the pivot-pins
for adjustably and pivotally connecting said
arms together, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown 1 have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JESSE 8. DEARDORFF.

Witnesses:
J. W. BROWNING,
J. T. HIURSEY.
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