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The invention relates to new and useful in 
proverinents in carriers for plumb bobs, and more 
particularly to a carrier in the form of a housing 
or case containing a reel or spool upon Which 
the pluno line is wound, and having a compart 
ment thereira to receive and house the plunab 
bob When not in use. 

It is an object of the invention to provide Such 
a device comprising a relatively flat, Substan 
tially rectangular housing having a reel or Spool 
therein for Winding up and paying out the plumb 
line, and a compartment in the housing for re 
ceiving and housing the plumb bob. 
Another object is to provide a manually Oper 

atted latch for locking the plumb bob within Said 
compartment When not in use. 
A further object is to so construct and arrange 

the parts that when the plumb line is reeled 
in the pluim) bob will be drawn into its com 
partment to a position where the latch may be 
operated to retain the plumb bob therein. 
A still further object is to provide the plumb 

bob With a reduced neck at its upper end, termi 
nating in an enlarged head, the latch being in 
the form of a slidable member having a bifurcated 
end portion for engaging said reduced neck. 
Another object is to provide an open-sided 

housing having a removable side Wall upon which 
the ree is journalled. 
A further object is to provide Such a plumb 

bob carrier so constructed that plumbing from 
one surface to another surface above it may be 
accomplished accurately and quickly. 
The above objects together with others which 

will be apparent from the drawing and follow 
ing description, or which may be later referred 
to, may be attained by constructing the improved 
plumb bob carrier in the manner hereinafter de 
scribed in detail and illustrated in the accorn 
panying drawing, in Which, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a plumb bob 
carrier embodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 an elevation showing the interior of 
the housing with the detachable side Wall re 
Yoved: 
Fig. 3 an elevation of the inner side of the de 

tachable side wall of the housing; 
Fig. 4 a transverse section through the hous 

ing, taken as on the line 4-4, Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 an elevation showing the nanner of 

plumbing from one surface to another surface 
above it; and, 

Fig. 6 a detached, perspective view of the slid 
ing latch for retaining the plumb bob Within the 
housing. 
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-Referring now more particularly to the embodi 

Inent of the invention illustrated in the draw. 
ing, in Which similar numerals refer to similar 
parts throughout, the device includes a hous 
ing, indicated generally at C, which may be 
molded or cast from plastic or other suitable 
material. 
This housing is preferably open-sided, having 

the back Wall and an integral flange, indicated 
generally at 2, formed around its edges to pro 
Vide end Walls 3 and 4, a top wall 5 and bottom 
Wall 5 Which terminates at a point spaced from 
the end Wall 3 SO as to provide an opening 

- in the bottom of the housing, of sufficient size 

40 

45 

50 

55 

to permait the plumb bob to pass therethrough, an 
integral upright partition wall 8, parallel to the 
&nd Wall 3, extending upward within the hous 
ing, from the terminal end of the bottom Wall 

ti, SO as to provide a compartment 9 within the 
housing, into which the plumb bob may be re 
ceived when not in use, as will be later described. 
The upper corners of the housing may be 

rounded, as indicated at 2C and 24, and bosses 
22 may be formed integrally with the fiange 2 
and back Wall at the upper corner 26, in the 
lower corner directly therebeneath and at the 
junction of the bottom wall 6 and partition 
Wall 8, these bosses being provided with tapped 
OpeningS 23 for a purpose to be later described. 
A post 24, having a peripherai groove 25, may 

be formed integrally with the back wali of the 
housing and is preferably provided with a tapped 
Opening 26. This post is located above the center 
of the compartment 9. 
The front Wall 2i of the housing is preferably 

formed Separable and is of the same outline as 
the housing and adapted to be connected to the 
housing by means of screws 28, located through 
Suitable apertures 29 in the front wall 27 and 
engaged in the threaded openings 23 and 26 of 
the housing. 
The reel 3G is carried by the removable front, 

Wall 2 of the housing. For this purpose one 
trunnion 3 of the reel is located through a suit 
able aperture 32 in the front wall 2' and the 
Crank handle 33 is attached to the outer end of 
this trunnion as by the screw 34 engaged in the 
threaded aperture 35 in the trunnion 32. 
The reel is thus journalled upon the front, Wall 

2. The other end of the reel is provided with 
a similar trunnion 36 which may be received in 
an aperture 37 in the back wall of the housing. 
The plumb line 38 is adapted to be coiled upon 

the reel 30, as indicated at 39, and the end there 
of passes through a slot 4 in the sliding latch 
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member 4, then through the groove 25 in the 
post 24, and is connected to the upper end of 
the plumb bob 42. 
The sliding latch member 4 has the bifur 

cated, horizontal lower end 43, adapted to re 
ceive the reduced neck 44 of the plub bob so that 
the enlarged head 45 thereof rests upon this 
bifurcated portion of the latch, when the plub 
bob is withdrawn into the housing as shown in 
Fig. 2. 

For the purpose of manually operating the 
sliding latch f, the upper end thereof is rear 
wardly bent, in horizontal position, as indicated: 
at 4S, and may be connected to the finger:;but-i- 
ton 47, as by the screw 48 located through the 

ing. - 

When the sliding latch member 4f is moved 
rearwardly from the position shown ini,Fig. 2. 
the bifurcated end 43 thereof is withdrawn from 
engagement with the plumb, bob, permitting the 
same to descend from the housing by gravity as 
the plumb line 38 is paid off, from the reel:30. 

In order to prevent ...too rapid descent of the 
plumb-bob, when the latch is released, the crank 
handle 33 may be...manually-operated to payout 
the plumb line at the desired speed. 

In order to accurately and quickly plumb from 
one surface to another surface above it, the 
housing may be positioned as shown in Fig. 5, 
against a ceiling ol' - other upper surface, indi 
cated at C, and mark may be made upon Said 
upper. Surface, at the point where the upper 
corner of the housing contacts the surface, as 
indicated at U. . This point U will then be di 
rectly above the center of the plumb bob 42 as 
it is allowed to descend. 
From the above it will be evident that a simple, 

inexpensive and efficient. plumb bob. carrier is 
provided, having a reel therein for coiling the 
plunb line thereon, with a compartment with 
in the housing for receiving . and housing the 
plumb-bob, when not in use, and in eans for re 
taining the pilumb bob within this compartinent 
so that the carrier may be handled or transport 
ed without danger of the reel unwinding. 

I claim: 
1. A plumb bob carrier comprising...a...relatively 

flat, substantially rectangular housing having an 
opening at one lower corner, a partition wall 
adjacent to said cpening and extending upward 
within the housing to a point spaced from the 
top thereof forming an open ended compartment 
within the housing, a reel journalled within the 
housing between said partition wall and the op 
posite edge of the housing, a crank handle ex 
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4. 
terior of the housing for operating said reel, a 
transverse post in the housing centrally located 
above the upper open end of Said compartinent, 
a plumb line coiled upon the reel and located 
over said transverse post, a plurab bob connected 
to the end of the plumb line and adapted to be 
withdrawn through Said opening into the COm 
partment and entirely within the housing, an en 
larged head upon the top of the plumb bob, a. 
latch member 7 slidably mountdd upon the top 
Wall of the housing and "having "a depending 
portion terminating in a bifurcated end for en 
gaging under said enlarged head to hold the 
plumb bob entirely within the housing, and 
means upon the exterior of the housilig for Op 
rerating the slidable latch member. 

2. A plumb. bob carrier comprising a relatively 
flat, substantially rectangular housing having an 
opening: at one lower corner, a partition Wall 
adjacent to said opening and extending upward 
within the housing to a point spaced from the 
top thereof forming an open creccing artinent 
within the housing, a reel journalled. Within the 
housing between said partition Wali 2nd tie op 
posite edge of the housing, a crank failindie eX 
terior of the housing for operating Said leel, a 
transverse post in the lhousing Centrally located 
above the upper open end of Said Co; aparti?inent, 
a piumb line coiled upon the ree; and logated over 
"said transverse post, a plumb-boo connected to 
the end of the pluno line and adapted to be 
withdrawn through Said opening into the com 
partment, and entirely. Within the housing, an 
enlarged head upon the top of the plunic bob, a 
ilatch lebei Slidably guited up CIn the top Wall 
of the housing and having a depening portion 

: terminating in a bifurcated end for eligaging 
under said enlarged head to hold the purio bob 
entirely within the housing, there being ain ap 
erture in the depending portion of the slidable 
latch membe': through which the plu:in) line is 
located, and ineans upon the exterior of the 
housing for operating the slidaigle latch men 
be." 

EDWARD S. W.A.S. 
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