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FURTHER INFOBMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: -

The present claims 1 and 8 relate to an extremely large number of .
possible compounds. Support and disclosure in the sense of Article 6 and
5 PCT is to be found however for only a very small proportion of the
compounds, see claims 2-3,11-15 and page 14 lines 1-7. The
non-compliance with the substant1ve provisions is to such an extent,

that the search was performed taking into consideration the
non-compliance in determining the extent of the search of claims 1 and 8
(PCT Guidelines 9.19 and 9.23). ‘
The search of claims 1-8 was restricted to those claimed compounds which
appear to be supported by claims 2-3, 11-15 and page 14 Tines 1-7.
Furthermore, in the description protease inhibitors are defined as
falling in the scope ot the feature "B7-H4 antagonist" (see page 14 line
4 and page 15 1ines 4-10). The initial phase of the search revealed a
very large number of documents relevant to the issue of novelty. So many
documents were retrieved that it is impossible to determine which parts
of the claims.1 and 8 may be said to define subject-matter for which
protection might legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). The documents
cited with regard to protease inhibitors are merely a selection amongst
the prior art documents dealing with protease inhibitors and
inflammatory conditions.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
“examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is

. normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase

. before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT dec]arat1on be
overcome.
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BoxNo.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuatior.\ of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(é) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.: . . v
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: .

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an exient that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. [:I Claims Nos.: ,

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. &] As all required additional sgarch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims. ’ .

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
. additional fees.

é. As only sorﬁe of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reporicovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned In the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
: payment of a protest fee.

DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
— tee was not paid within the time limit spedified in the invitation.

lz] No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authbrity found multipte (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-15

pharmaceutical composition comprising a soluble B7-H4
.antagonist and method for treating an inflammatory response
with an antagonist of a soluble B7-H4

2. claims: 16-17

method for assessing the severity or risk of developing an
autoimmune disease by determining the levels of soluble
B7-H4.

3. claims: 18-21

method for treating an inflammatory response by removing -
soluble B7-H4 from a biological. fluid




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT
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lnformat'ion on patent family members PCT/U52007/088960
Patent document -Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) \ date
WO 2004000221 A 31-12-2003 AU 2003245615 Al  06-01-2004
CA 2489803 Al 31-12-2003
EP 1539218 A2 15-06-2005
US 2004152105 Al 05-08-2004  NONE -
‘US 2002168762 Al 14-11-2002 US 2005202536 Al 15-09-2005
us 2008177039 Al 24-07-2008
US 6537968 Bl 25-03-2003  NONE
-US 2004229795 Al 18-11-2004 ~ NONE
US 3840513 A 08-10-1974 BE 731760 A 01-10-1969
CH 523318 A 31-05-1972
- . DE 1919837 Al ~ 06-11-1969
DK 134705 B 27-12-1976
FR 2007478 A5 09-01-1970
GB 1268212 A 22-03-1972
NL 6906010 A 21-10-1969
SE 375546 B 21-04-1975
US 2004175380 Al 09-09-2004  NONE ‘
US 2005163772 Al 28-07-2005 US 2008008706 Al 10-01-2008
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