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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Wirr.iaM RICHARD, a

citizen of the Uniled States, and a resident:

of Bloomville, in the county of Seneca and
State of Ohio, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shears; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertainstomake and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a par t of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to shears, scissors,
and other similar instruments; and its object
is to provide an improved construction of the
same, whereby the tension of the handles
may be readily regulated and the cutting
edges so held with respectto each other as to
produce the best results; to provide an im-
proved lubricating device by which frequent
oiling is rendered unnecessary and the lubri-
C(Ltln(" material evenly distributed only at
the pomts required; to provide 1mp10ved
means for connecting the handles together,
and to otherwise improve the eonstruction,
whereby I secure important advantages with
respect to efficiency in use.

Theinvention consists, essentially,in a pair
of shearsorother analogousinstruments com-
prising two handles with jaws and cutting
edges having a circular recess in the inner
sides, a combined oil-cup and a washer lo-
cated therein, a yoke or compress for connect-
ing the handles together, one side of which is
seated in a groove in the outer side of one of
the handles and the other side provided with
a screw-threaded boss with which engages a
regulating headless screw, the inner end of
which bears against one of the handles, as
hereinafter fully described and claimed.

It also consistsin forming one or both of the
jaws with shoulders or projections at their
outer edges, against which the inner edges
of removable cutting-blades abut.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side elevation of a pair of shears
or scissors constructed in accordance withmy
invention. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing
the two _handles disconnected, looking flOHl
the inner sides. Fig.3isa perspective view
of the yoke or compress. Fig. 4 is a similar
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view of the combined washer and oil-cup.
Fig. 5is an elevation of the headless regulat-
ing-serew. Fig. 6isan elevation ofa portlon

55

of one of the handles looking from the outer

side and showing the lnehned groove therein.
In the said drawings the 1efe1enee -numer-
alsland2designate the handles of the shears,

, ] each plOVlded with the usual finger-loops 8

and jaws 3°, formed with cutting edges 4.
Each of these handles is formed on the inner
side with circular recesses 5, which register
with each other when the handles are con-
nected together, and in these recesses is
seated a eircular washer 6, having a central
aperture 7 for containing lubricating ma-
terial. This washer is preferably made of
brass or copper and is formed with a periph-
eral groove 8.

The handle 2 on its outer side is formed
with an inclined groove 9, in which is seated
one of the sides of arectangular yoke or com-
press 10, which embraces the two handles,
but which is sufficiently large to permit of
the necessary play in opening the handles to
spread the cutting edges apart. On the op-
posite side the yoke is formed with a boss 12,
having a serew-threaded aperture with which
engages a headless screw 13, the inner end
of which bears against the handle 1.

In assembling the parts composing the
shears the washer is inserted on one side of
the recess 5 and a small quantity of oil placed
in the central aperture of the washer. The
other handle is then placed in or applied to
the same and the recess therein engaged with
the washer. The yoke is now slipped over
the handles and one of its sides engaged with
the inelined groove 9 and the screw 13 turned
s0 as to compress the blades between the in-
ner end and the side seated in the groove.

A pair of shears constructed as above will
be found very advantageous and efficient in
use. By turning the serew the tension of the
handles can be regulated or adjusted, and as
the screw is not headed it can be countersunk
in the boss, preventing displacement, except
by the use of a suitable screw-driver or other
tool, and can also be used until entirely worn
out, as its inward movement is not limited,
asisthe case with serews provided with heads.
The blades are also self-sharpening.

The combined washer and oil-cup will uni-
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formly lubricate the contacting parts at the
points necessary, and will prevent the escape
of the oil to the cutting edges or handles,
which would be liable to soil the hands of the
user and injure the material operated upon
by the shears.

There are other advantages not necessary
to enumerate here, but which will be readily
appreciated by the users of the invention.

Iaving thus fully described my invention,
what I claim is—

1. As animproved article, a pair of shears
orotheranalogous instrument,comprising the
handles formed with registering circular re-
cesses in their inner sides, the washer seated
therein, the yoke embracing said handles and
one of its sides engaging with a groove in the
outer side of one of said handlesand the regu-
lating-serew passing through the oppositeside
of the yoke; substantially as described.

2. As an improved article a pair of shears
or other similar instrument, comprising the
blades having registering circular recesses in
their inner sides, a combined washer and oil-
cup seated in said recesses, having a central

oil-aperture, the yoke embracing said handles
and one of its sides engaging with a groove
in one of the handles, and the screw passing
through the opposite side of the yoke; sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. In a pair of shears or other analogous
instrument, the combination of the handles
having circular recesses in their inner sides,
the washer having a central aperture seated
in said recesses, and one of said handles hav-
ing an inclined groove in its outer side, the
rectangular yoke loosely embracing said han-
dles with one of its sides engaging with said
groove, the serew-threaded boss formed at
the opposite side of said yoke, and the head-
less screw engaging therewith; substantially
as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM RICIHHARD.
Witnesses:
J. A. SHELLHORN,
JAMES TURNER.
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