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o o1 o
" This invention relates to card helders, and is
particularly directed to a device for holding play-
ing cards during the playing of a game.

In certain card games, such as “Gin Rummy”
for example, a stack of playing cards is placed
on the table face downward from which the play-
ers draw.cards as desired, and another stack is
made up of cards discarded by the players as
the .game progresses, which the players place
face upward. o (

At the beginning of the game of “Gin Rummy”
the dealer deals ten cards to a player and turns
the eleventh card face upward on the table. The
eleventh card is known as the “knocking card”
which, is placed face upward cn the table, and
which” is covered by subsequently discarded
cards during the piaying of the game. When the
necessary number of cards has been dealt, the
remaining cards are placed face downward on
the table in a stack or pile separate from the
stack or pile of discarded cards. Both of these
stacks of cards are in neat piles during the early
part of the game. However, after several of the
cards have been withdrawn from the one stack
it becomes untidy, and the stack of the dis-
carded cards likewise becomes untidy as cards
are discarded. In many instances also the cards

“of the stacks may be scattered over a greater
portion of the table than is intended, due.to the
carelessness of the players in \vlthdramng and
discarding cards.

Moreover, in withdrawing cards from the stack
of face downward cards it frequently happens
that a player will accidently withdraw more than
onte card at.a time, thereby exnrwmd the face
of the next eard to be drawn,

In playing card games outdoozs or indoors
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when a fan is'in operation, the loosely stacked

cards are blown by breezes, causing difficulty in
playing the game under such circumstances.

In the game of “Gin Rummy” i is necessary
for the players to remember the nimber of the
“knocking ecard” and ofttimes that number is
written on a sheet of paper which *’1equent1y is
m1sla.1d during the game.

It is one of the objects of the present inven-
tion to provide a device for holding playing cards
whereby the disadvantages above mentioned are
overcome, -

Another object of the preeent invention resides
in the provision of a device of the character in-
dicated which will prevent the withdrawal by &
player of more than one card at a time.

Ancother object is the provision of a device
which will retain the cards neatly stacked at all
times, and which will prevent the cards . being
blown by wind by playing outdoors and by a
breeze from a fan when playing mdoors

A further object of the present. mven{'non re-
sides in the provision of a. devme of the character
indicated adapted to receive a cover, Whereby to
provide a case for the cards when net in use. =
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A still further object reside: He provision
of means for indicating the “kn ockmg card”
whereby - the number thereof” wﬂl always be
visible durmg the playmg of the game o

Other and further obJects of the present in-
vention will be obvious from’ the followmg de-
scription and the acompanying dmwmg, wherein

Fig. 1 is a plan view of tbe devwe as the same
appears when in use; )

Fig. 2 is an end view of the same, ‘showing the
cover removed; and

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on lme 3—3 of
Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawing in detail, the device,
as illustrated in Fig. 1, compriseés a tray, pref-
erably made of plastic material, having a bottom
wall 18, side walls 12 and 14, and a céntral’ par-
tition 16 parallel with the: sme ‘walls.  The side
wall 12 and the partition 15 define a compart-
ment for one stack of cards, and the side wall 14
and the partition 16 define.a compaxtment for
another stack of cards.

At the opposite open ends. of each compart-
ment spring members 8. are mounted. in stag-
gered relation. These members. each: being iden-
tical, a description of the structure of one will
suffice. As will be seen from Fig. 3, the mem-
ber 18, which is a plate of spring metal, has one
end 28 secured to the bottom. wall I8 by a rivet
22, and is bent into a U-shape with its-other end.
extending vertically. - ‘The bottom wall i0 has. a
cut out portion 26 adjacent each member I8,
whereby to provide a- vertical stop. portmn cr
shoulder 28 on the bottom. wall, acamst which

‘the number 18 is normally held in its spring

action.

The widih of each of the compa,rtments is sub-
stantially equal to the, width of a. standard play-
ing card, or slightly wider, and the length of the
compartments between the. onpositely disposed
members is substantially equal to the length of a
standard playing card. .

Cards discarded by the players during a game
are placed face upwardly in one of the compart-
ments, and when so placed will be properly posi-
tioned by the spring members. .18 of that com-
partment; so that the ca,rds Wlll a’ways be
properly stacked.

The cards of the stack, from whlch the players
are to draw cards separately, are placed -face
downward in the other compartment When it
is desired to withdraw a card from this com-
partment, the player merely. slides the top card
toward him, whereby. the leadlnff edge of- the
card engages the spring member. 18, a8t the .end
of the comspartment from. which . the ca,rd is bew
ing: withdrawn, and- moves the. member agamst
the action of the spring. outwardly of the com-
partment. . When the card is completely with-
drawn, the member under the actlon of its spring
material, - will-return to dts. normal vertlcal DOSi~
tion and in'so domg will engage ‘any of the other
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cards of the stack that might have been moved,
during the removal of the top card, and restore
them to  their normally stacked position, the
member being retained in a vertical position in
engagement with the vertical stop portion or
shoulder 28 of the bottom wall.

As will be seen from Figs. 1 and 2, the staggered
relation of the oppositely disposed spring mem-
bers 18 of each compartment permits the player
to insert his fingers between the member and
the side wall or partition in withdrawing a card.
The player may, if desired, move the member 18
by hand, instead of by the leadlng edge of the
card being removed.

The central partition 16 is prov1ded w1th a
roller 30 rotatably mounted on a shaft 32 in g re-
cess formed in the partition, and has numerals
from. { to 10 on the periphery thereof. The par-
tition is provided with s cut out portion through
which a number on the periphery of the roller
may be exposed, this roller is adapted to be ro-
tated manually to expose the “knocking card”
number, which remains exposed during the play-
ing of the game. This roller has a snug fit in
the recess whereby a braking effect is provided
for the roller to retain the same in set position.
It is to be understood, however, that a pawl and
ratchet mechanism (not shown) or other con-
ventional mechanism may be employed to re-
tain the roller in fixed position. ,

In addition to using the device for holding cards
during the playing of a game in the manner de-
seribed, the device may also be used as a case for
a deck of cards when not in use. In this con-
nection I provide a cover 34, shown in Fig. 2,
which may be applied to the device to provide a
case for the cards.

While I have illustrated and descnbed one en-
bodiment of my invention, it is to be understood
that I do not wish to be limited to that precise
construction, as obviously various modifications
and changes may be made therein without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of my inven-
tion.

‘What I claim is:

1. A device for holding playing cards compris-
ing a base member; side flanges integral with
said base member and forming side walls for the
device;
flanges and forming a common wall for a pair
of card compartments, the said flanges forming
the other walls of the compartments; said com-
partments being open at each of their ends to
permit slidable removal of the cards therefrom;
spring members disposed at each of the open
ends of each of the card compartments for re-
taining the cards stacked in the compartments
and being yieldable upon engagement thereof by
cards being slid from a compartment whereby to
permit the removal of individual cards, said
spring members each having one of its ends se-
cured to the underside of the bottom wall at op-
posite open ends of said compartments and having
a portion forming spring means extending out-
wardly of.its respective open end and terminat-
ing in a substantially flat vertically extending
- portion defining resilient end walls, and stop

means formed on the base member adjacent each
spring member  and normally engaged. by the
spring, whereby to retain the sprlng members
normally vertical.

2. A device for holdmg playmg cards compns—

ing a bottom wall and 31de walls, a part1t1on 1n’cer-

a central partition intermediate said g
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mediate the side walls dividing the device into
two open ended card-holding compartments,
spring members each having one of its ends se-
cured to the underside of the hottom wall at the
opposite open ends of each of said compartments
and having a curved spring portion extending
outwardly of its respective open end and termi-

nating in a substantially flat vertically extending

portion defining resilient end walls, and stop
members formed in the bottom wall normally re-
taining said members in substantially vertical
positions against the action of the spring por-
tions of the members, said spring members being
adapted to yield upon engagement therewith of
cards being withdrawn from the compartments
whereby to permit sliding withdrawal of the cards
through a selected one of the open ends.

3. A device for holding playing cards compris-~
ing a bottom wall and side walls, a partition
intermediate the side walls dividing the device
into two open ended card holding compartments,
the bottom wall having a recess formed therein at
opposite open ends of each compartment, a spring
member mounted in each of said recesses having
one of its ends secured to the underside of the
pottom wall at the opposite open ends of each
of said compartments and having a curved spring
portion extending outwardly of 'its respective
open end and terminating in a substantially flat
vertically extending portion defining spaced re-
silient end walls, and stop members formed in
the bottom wall normally retaining said members
in substantially vertical positions against the
action of the spring portions of the members,
said spring members being adapted to yield upon
engagement therewith of cards being withdrawn
from the compartments whereby to permit sliding
withdrawal of the cards through a selected one of
the open ends.

4, A device for holding playing cards compris-
ing a bottom wall and side walls, a partition
intermediate the side walls dividing the device
into two open ended card holding compartments,
spring members each having one of its ends se-
cured to the underside of the bottom wall at the
opposite open ends of each of said compartments
and having a curved spring portion extending
outwardly of its respective open end and termi-
nating in a substantially flat vertically extending
portion defining laterally spaced resilient end
walls, and a recess and a shoulder providing stop
members formed in the bottom wall normally re-
taining said members in substantially vertical
positions against the action of the spring portions
of the members, said spring members being
adapted to yield upon engagemeng therewith of
cards being withdrawn from the compartments
whereby to permit sliding withdrawal of the
cards through a selected one of the open ends.
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