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2o all avhom, i may concern: 3 
Beit known that I, CHIARLES EDWARD 

SNEIDER, of the city and county of Baltimore, 
in the State of Maryland, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Breech 
Loading Fire-Arms; and Ido hereby declare 
the following to be a full and exact description 
of the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, making part of this speci 
fication, in which 

Figure lis a plan of a gun embodying my 
improvements. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudi 
nal section thereofinthelinea a, Fig. 1. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 4 is a 
horizontal section of the same in the line y y, Fig. 3. 

Similarletters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the Several figures. 
The chief object of the inventionisto adapt 

the breech-loading gun known as º Smith's 
Carbineº' to be used with the primed metallic 
flange-cartridge instead of with the cartridge 
and percussion-cap now used in the same. To 
this end I construct the barrel with a projec 
tion on its rear end, forming a chamber in 
continuation of the bore to receive the car 
tridge, and being ofsuch external shape asthat 
the flange of the cartridge will project so as 
to admit of being taken hold of firmly by the 
fingers, and thus facilitate the withdrawall of 
the exploded shell. 

The invention further consistS in a novel 
and improved device for retracting the ham 
merto afford room for the flange of the car 
tridge and prevent premature explosion in 
closing the barrel. 
The following description Willenable others 

skilled in the art to which my invention ap 
pertainsto fullyunderstand and use the same. 

In the accompanying drawings, A. repre 
sents the barrel; B, the stock; C, a frame on the 
breech end of the barrel, and D the breech. 
The front frame, C, turns or moves with the 
barrel, and when the latter is closed rests 
against and forms ajoint with the breech D. 
The rear end of the barrel A, insteadofter 

minating at the point where the frame Cand 
breech D come together, is extended or pro 
longed, asshown at A, and thispart, project 
ing backward from the frame C, occupies a 
chamber, D', in the forward part of the breech 
D when the barrel is in its closed position. 
In loading, the cartridge Eis passed into the 

projecting chamber A' and pushed forward 
till its flange e comes against the rear end of 
the said projection A. Thislatterisflattened 
or. tapered at each side in such a way that 
When the cartridge Eis inserted its flange e 
Will project ateach side, so that in being with 
drawn it canbe takenholdofin the most natu 
ral and effectual manner-that is to say, the 
flange in being grasped will be between the 
tip and first joint of the finger and thumb. 
By this arrangement it is manifest that the 
most effective power of the fingers is gained, 
and itenables the cartridge-shell to be with 
drawn without the employment of either of 
the many contrivances which have hitherto 
been madeuse of, such appliances beingmore 
or less delicate in construction and liable to 
get out of order and derange the gun, or per 
haps render it entirely useless. The walls of 
the chamber D'afford a firm bearing for the 
projecting partA' of the barrelAand sustain 
the force consequent upon the explosion, thus 
preventing the bursting of or injury to the 
said projecting part, which from its thinness 
might otherwise beincapable of withstanding 
the explosive force of the charge. p 
While in most cases the described. construc 

tion of the projection A. will permit the car 
tridge-shell to be readily Withdrawn by the 
fingers, I propose touse means for starting 
orloosening the cartridge-shell after the ex 
plosion, for the reason thatthe shellis attimes 
caused to tightly stick or adhere within the 
bore by the force of the explosion. These 
means consist simplyin the employment of a 
pin or Screw, d, projecting a Suitable distance 
into the chamber D', and in making the car 
tridge somewhat smaller than the interior of 
the projecting part A, so that in the act of 
closing the barrelthe cartridge willhave suffi 
cient lateral play to allowits flange e to freely 
pass to the rear of the pin d. After the flange 
e hasthus passed to the rear of the pin d, the 
slight movement of the cartridge in assuming 
its normal position Will place the flange e be 
yond or directlybehind the pin, and hence, if 
the cartridge-shellis caused by the explosion 
to stick to the bore, the opening movement of 
the barrel Will force the flange e against the 
pin d, and thus start orloosen the cartridge 
shell to such an extenti as to insure its ready 
withdrawal. The explosionforces the base of 
the cartridge against the rear of the chamber 

  




