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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A sheath of soft porous sponge material to be received 

about a douche nozzle for protecting the nozzle against 
contact with the vaginal tissues and permitting a user to 
clean or apply medication to those tissues with a rubbing 
action of the soft sheath, while fluid may flow through 
the sheath to the areas being treated. A tubular element 
is either permanently or detachably connected to and pro 
jects beyond the open end of the sheath, to provide a 
handle area by which the sheath may be manipulated, 
and to limit the extent to which the assembly may be 
slipped onto the douche nozzle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to sheaths to be applied to and 

be received about the fluid discharge nozzle of a douche 
device. 

Conventional douche nozzles are elongated tubular ele 
ments into which water or another douche liquid is fed, 
and having discharge apertures at an end of the nozzle 
through which the liquid is discharged laterally into the 
vaginal cavity. Such nozzles, in order to be properly ma 
nipulatable and to effectively serve their desired purpose, 
are usually made of a substance which is relatively stiff 
and hard, for example an appropriate essentially rigid 
resinous plastic material. However, this material has the 
disadvantage that it can, if not handled very carefully, 
cause damage to or irritation of the vaginal tissues. Ad 
ditionally, this possibility of damaging the tissues prevents 
the nozzle from being utilized for actual rubbing or wiping 
of the surfaces, and therefore limits use of the nozzle 
strictly to merely a water injecting function. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, I provide for 
use with a conventional douche nozzle of the above dis 
cussed type a sheath which may be received about the 
nozzle at the time of use, and which is capable of passing 
fluids from the nozzle outwardly through the sheath to the 
tissues being treated, but which is softer than the material 
of the nozzle itself, and therefore will protect the vaginal 
tissues against direct contact with the nozzles. Preferably, 
the sheath is formed of a sponge material, having open 
pores through which the injected fluid may pass, and with 
the material being so selected that it will have the desired 
softness, at least when in the wet condition. More specific 
ally, the sheath may be of a regenerated cellulose sponge 
material such as is utilized in conventional household 
sponges and for numerous other purposes. 
The sheath should desirably be longated, and in par 

ticular should for best results have a nozzle receiving pas 
sage which, for an extended length, does not increase 
substantially in transverse dimension or diameter as it 
advances toward the open end of the sheath, to thereby be 
received closely about the generally uniform diameter noz 
zle through that extended length. 

At its open end, the body of the sheath may carry or be 
connected to a tubular element which is desirably some 
what stiffer and more rigid than the soft material of the 
sheath body, and which projects beyond the end of that 
soft material, for gripping of the device through the tubu 
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lar element. This tubular element may also contact a 
shoulder on the douche nozzle to limit the extent to which 
the entire assembly may be slipped onto the nozzle, and 
thereby prevent damage to the soft portion of the sheath. 
Certain additional features of the invention relate to vari 
Ous preferred methods for securing the tubular element to 
the remainder of the sheath. 

BRIEF DESRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The above and other features and objects of the inven 

tion will be better understood from the following detailed 
description of the typical embodiments illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a primarily axial sectional view of a douche 

nozzle and Surrounding sheath device constructed in ac 
cordance with the invention; 
FE 2 is a transverse section taken on line 2-2 of 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but showing a vari 
ational form of the invention; 

FIG. 4 shows the FIG. 3 arrangement in Separated 
form; and 

FIG. 5 shows still another form of the invention. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 2, I have illustrated 
at 10 a conventional douche nozzle, connected to a flex 
ible hose 11 leading from a suitable source of water or 
douche fluid, such as a gravity bag 12 to be mounted 
at an elevated location higher than the nozzle for caus 
ing a flow of fluid through the hose and into nozzle 10. 
The nozzle is essentially rigid or stiff, and for that pur 
pose may be formed of a suitable resinous plastic mate 
rial of appropriate rigidity. The nozzle is elongated in 
the direction of, and centered about, an axis 13, and ex 
tends from an inlet end 14 of the nozzle to an outlet or 
tip end 15. If desired, the nozzle may have a slight lon 
gitudinal curvature, but in most instances it is preferred 
that the nozzle be straight along axis 13, as shown. In 
ternally, the nozzle contains a passage 16, whose lower 
end 17 opens into hose 11 to receive the fluid therefrom, 
and whose upper end communicates with apertures 18 
in the side wall of the tip end of the nozzle for passing 
fluid outwardly to the exterior of the nozzle. Upwardly 
beyond apertures 18, the tip end of the nozzle is desirably 
closed. 
The hose may be connected to the lower or inlet end 

14 of the nozzle by partial reception within an outer 
groove 19 in the lower end of the nozzle. Above this 
groove 19, the nozzle may have an enlarged diameter 
annular flange 20, of a diameter greater than the external 
diameter at a location 21 just above the flange, to provide 
an essentially transverse annular upwardly facing shoul 
der 22. 
About nozzle 10, there is provided a sheath assembly 

23, consisting of a main sheath element or body 24, and 
a lower tubular sleeve 25. Body 24 is formed of a re 
siliently deformable sponge material, which at least when 
wet is very soft and pliable, and which forms an essen 
tially tubular side wall 26 disposed about nozzle 10 and 
closed at the upper end 27 beyond the nozzle. Internally, 
side wall 26 of the sheath body may contain a straight 
cylindrical inner surface 28, centered about axis 13, 
while externally the side wall of the sheath body may 
have a concentric outer desirably straight cylindrical sur 
face 29. The diameter of internal surface 28 may be 
approximately equal to the maximum transverse dimen 
sion of the upper end portion 15 of the nozzle, which 
end portion may have the essentially cruciform non 
circular shape illustrated in FIG. 2, with its maximum 
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transverse dimension b being somewhat greater than the 
diameter of the portion of the nozzle therebeneath. 
The sponge material of which sheath body 24 is 

formed has open pores, that is, pores which communi 
cate with one another through the entire radial thick 
ness of side wall 26 of the sheath body, and through the 
thickness of the end wall formed at 27, so that water 
emitted from nozzle 10 may pass readily through the 
sponge to the exterior of the sheath. Preferably, the 
sponge material utilized for forming sheath body 24 is a 
regenerated cellulose sponge material, such as is utilized 
in household sponges and the like, though it is contem 
plated that other sponge materials, such as rubber, 
may be used if desired. 
The sponge or sheath body 24 is (at least when wet) 

much softer than, and less rigid or stiff than, nozzle 10. 
The tubular sleeve 25, however, is not as flexible as 
sheath body 24, but rather is substantially stiffer and 
more rigid, to provide a projection for holding and ma 
nipulating the assembly 23. Desirably, sleeve 25 is formed 
of an appropriate essentially rigid and stiff resinous plas 
tic material, such as polystyrene, nylon, or the like. This 
sleeve may have an internal surface 30 of straight cylin 
drical configuration, and of a diameter corresponding ap 
proximately to, but desirably slightly greater than, inter 
nal surface 28 of sheath body 24. At the location of the 
sleeve, the internal diameter of the sheath body may be 
increased somewhat, as indicated at 31, to receive the 
wall thickness of sleeve 25. The outer surface of the 
sleeve may be of straight cylindrical configuration, ex 
cept at the location of an annular radially outwardly 
projecting flange 32, which projects outwardly into an 
annular groove 33 formed in the sponge material, to form 
a mechanical interlock with the sponge for retaining 
sleeve 25 in the illustrated assembled position relative to 
body 24. Preferably, the outer surface of sleeve 25 is 
also cemented or otherwise bonded to the internal Sur 
face of sheath body 24, to further enhance the connec 
tion between these parts. 
The lower end of sleeve 25 projects downwardly be 

yond the lower annular edge 34 of the sheath body 24, 
and to a bottom annular edge 35 of the sleeve. This 
edge 35 is positioned and dimensioned to engage shoul 
der 22 on the nozzle in a relation preventing insertion 
of the nozzle into the sheath assembly or unit 23 up 
wardly beyond the position of FIG. 1, so that there 
is no danger of projecting the upper end of the nozzle 
through the soft upper end portion 27 of the Sponge. 

In using the arrangement of FIG. 2, the assembly or 
unit 23, consisting of the two parts 24 and 25 perma 
nently secured together, is first slipped onto nozzle 10 
to the position illustrated in FIG. 1, with the lower 
end 35 of sleeve 25 engaging shoulder 22 on the nozzle. 
The user may then grasp the lower end of sleeve 25 
and also flange 20 of the nozzle in a manner holding the 
sheath assembly and the nozzle in fixed relative positions, 
and then manipulate the assembly by holding it in this 
manner. Water or another douche liquid is forced through 
the nozzle from source 12, to pass through the wall of 
body 24 and into the vaginal cavity, with the sponge 
body 24 being movable against and relative to the vaginal 
tissues to attain a cleansing or medicating function with 
out damage to the tissues by the very soft Sponge mate 
rial, and all with controlled movement of the assembly 
23 and nozzle by virtue of the discussed gripping of 
these parts at the lower end of sleeve 25. 

FIG. 3 shows a variational arrangement in which the 
nozzle 10a and sponge type sheath body 24a may be con 
sidered essentially the same as in FIG. 1, but with the 
tubular sleeve 25a being changed somewhat to enable it 
to be detached from sheath body 24a as seen in FIG. 4. 
More specifically, the sleeve 25a may have two annular 
spaced ribs or projections 37 forming a shallow annular 
groove 38 therebetween, within which there is receivable 
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4. 
is annularly bonded or cemented to the lower annular 
edge portion 41 of the sponge or sheath body 24a. Ribs 
37 have a normal external diameter very slightly greater 
than the normal internal diameter of edge 39 of ring 40, 
and are sufficiently resiliently deformable radially in 
wardly, against the yielding resistance offered by the 
resilience of the material of which sleeve 25a is formed, 
to attain a snap action between ribs 37 and edge 39 of 
ring 40. That is, sleeve 25a may be slipped upwardly into 
ring 40, with the upper rib or beam 37 constricting very 
slightly and snapping past edge 39 of ring 40, to connect 
sleeve 25a to ring 40 and thus to sheath body 24.a for 
handling of these parts together as an assembly or unit. 
When it is desired to separate the parts for cleaning, sleeve 
25a may be snapped downwardly past ring 40, to the 
FIG. 4 position. In use, the assembly consisting of parts 
24a, 25a, and 40 are handled and utilized in the same 
manner discussed in connection with the assembly of 
FIG. 1 consisting of parts 24 and 25. 

FIG. 5 shows another variational form of the inven 
tion which may be considered as identical with that of 
FIG. 1, except that the sleeve 25 has been deleted, and 
only the sponge body 24b is provided for reception about 
nozzle 10b. The sponge body is not long enough to extend 
downwardly to the location of flange 20b on the nozzle, 
to thus leave a handle area or portion 42 of the nozzle 
which is accessible beneath the lower annular edge 34b 
of the sponge material, for manipulation of the assembly 
in use. The assembly may also be grasped at the location 
of the lower portion of sheath 24b, as shown, if desired. 
As in the other forms of the invention, the sponge material 
of body 24b is of opened pored soft flexible character, to 
enable water or other douche liquid to be passed through 
the pores of this sponge, and to protect the tissues against 
direct contact with the harder and more rigid nozzle 10b. 

In all of the forms of the invention, the upper end 
portion of the nozzle (such as portion 15 of FIG. 1), is 
desirably slightly oversize with respect to the internal 
diameter of internal surface 28 of the sheath body, so 
that the upper end is a tight frictional or forced fit within 
the upper end of the sheath, to frictionally retain the 
sheath on the nozzle in the FIG. 1 position. 

I claim: 
1. A vaginal douche sheath to be used with an elongated 

douche nozzle having fluid discharge openings, comprising 
a sheath body adapted to be received about said nozzle 
and containing a passage which is open at one end for 
extension of said nozzle thereinto and is closed at the 
opposite end, said body being formed of a deformable, 
porous sponge material which is soft at least when wet 
and through which fluide may pass from said nozzle to 
the exterior of said body, the outer surface of said body 
of sponge material being dimensioned for reception with 
in the human vagina, a tubular element received within 
and lining said sheath body at least at said one end thereof 
and formed of a material which is more rigid than said 
sheath body when the latter is wet, said tubular element 
being connected to the sheath body and containing a 
passage dimensioned and shaped to pass a douche nozzle 
axially within the tubular element to the interior of said 
sheath body. 

2. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
which said tubular element has a first portion projecting 
into said one end of the sheath body and has a second 
portion projecting axially outwardly beyond said one end 
of the sheath body. 

3. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
which said tubular element has a first portion projecting 
into said one end of the sheath body and has a second 
portion projecting axially outwardly beyond said one end 
of the sheath body and presenting an end surface engage 
able with a shoulder on the douche nozzle to limit the 
extent to which the nozzle is insertible into the body and 

the inner annular edge 39 of a ring 40 which engages and 75 tubular element. 
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4. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
which said sheath body is substantially cylindrical 
externally. 

5. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
which said sheath body is substantially cylindrical both 
externally and internally. 

6. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
cluding an adhesive securing said tubular element to said 
sheath body. 

7. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
cluding a connector element secured to said sheath body 
near said open end thereof and containing an opening 
within which said tubular element is removably retained, 
said tubular element having a portion containing a groove 
engageable with said connector element in a snap fit re 
lation detachably securing said tubular element to the 
connector element and thereby to said sheath body. 

8. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
combination with a douche nozzle projecting into said 
tubular element and said sheath body. 

9. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
combination with a douche nozzle projecting into said 
tubular element and said sheath body and engaging said 
tubular element in a relation limiting the extent to which 
the nozzle can be inserted into the tubular element and 
body. 

10. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
which said tubular element has a flange projecting radi 
ally outwardly therefrom and locating said element axially 
relative to said sheath body. 

11. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
cluding a connector part secured to said sheath body for 
securing said tubular element to the sheath body, and 
means forming a detachable connection releasably secur 
ing said tubular element to said connector part. 

12. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 1, in 
which said tubular element has a first portion projecting 
into said one end of the sheath body and terminating short 
of said closed end of said body, and has a second portion 
projecting axially outwardly beyond said one end of the 
sheath body and presenting an end surface engageable 
with a shoulder on the douche nozzle to limit the extent 
to which the nozzle is insertible into the body and tubular 
element, said sheath body being substantially cylindrical 
internally and externally and of a length several times its 
external diameter, there being an adhesive securing said 
tubular element permanently to said sheath body. 
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13. A vaginal douche sheath to be used with an elon 

gated douche nozzle having fluid discharge openings, com 
prising a sheath body adapted to be received about said 
nozzle and containing a passage which is open at one end 
for extension of said nozzle thereinto, said body being 
formed of a deformable material which is soft at least 
when wet and through which fluid may pass from said 
nozzle to the exterior of said body, the outer surface of 
said body being dimensioned for reception within the 
human vagina, and a tubular element received within and 
lining said sheath body at least at said one end thereof 
and formed of a material which is more rigid than said 
sheath body when the latter is wet, said tubular element 
being connected to the sheath body and containing a pas 
sage dimensioned and shaped to pass a douche nozzle 
axially within the tubular element to the interior of said 
sheath body. 

14. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 13, in 
which said tubular element has a first portion projecting 
into said one end of the sheath body and has a second 
portion projecting axially outwardly beyond said one end 
of the sheath body. 

15. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 13, in 
which said sheath body is substantially cylindrical ex 
ternally. 

16. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 13, in 
combination with a douche nozzle projecting into said 
tubular element and said sheath body. 

17. A vaginal douche sheath as recited in claim 13, in 
cluding a connector part secured to said sheath body for 
securing said tubular element to the sheath body, and 
means forming a detachable connection releasably secur 
ing said tubular element to said connector part. 
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