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This invention relates to a mounting device for floral
arrangements and, more particularly, to a novel device
adapted 1o engage and retain natural or artificial flowers
or the like in a corsage arrangement and integrally pro-
vided with means for applying and maintaining the device
in contact with the clothes or skin of the wearer in any
desired orientation of the flowers with respect to the
wearer.

There have been many attempts in the past to provide a
device adapted to retain flowers in a corsage-like arrange-
ment for attachment to the wearer. Such past attempts
have been deficient in one or more aspects and, par-
ticularly, in their lack of flexibility and adaptability in the
types -of floral arrangements, as desired. Of course, many
corsages may be mounted in different positions ‘with re-
spect to the wearer. However, the basic arrangement of
the flowers usually cannot be varied from the particular
manner in which they are held by the device, thus limiting
the desirable variations in position with respect to the
wearer.

Furthermore, many attempts have been made to provide
a suitable corsage holder having adequate means for re-
taining the corsage or bouquet onto the heolder. Such
means have included the use of a plurality of strings or
wires which are wound or tied about the bouguet and
secured to the holder as a base. Each holder of this
variety is manufactured to a predetermined length and
therefore does not lend itself easily to the accommodation
of various sizes and shapes of corsages and the manufac-
turing process is sometimes cumbersome due to the fact
that the plurality of strings or wires have a tendency to
knot and tangle.

The present invention provides a relatively narrow,
elongated, body sirip composed of pliable, form-rétain-
ing metal having pairs of staggered arms of sufficient
lenigth extending from the body strip to partially or com-
pletely encircle and clamp a corsage or bouquet onto a
relatively light supporting member which is adapted to
be adhered to the clothes or skin of the wearer. Also, the
device of the present invention may be manufactured by
simiple stamping operations and assembly of the compo-
nent parts can be simply achieved by placing one part on
top of ancther in layer fashion. The resultant device may
be manufactured in suitable lengths and provided with de-
tachment areas whereby holders of shorter lengths may
be readily provided when required by merely cutting off a
postion of the resultant article representing the desired
length to accommodate the size and shape of the corsage.

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a novel corsage holder having a préessure -sensitive
layer on the body of the holder whereby the body is of
sufficient dimensions to support the weight of the corsage
on the clothes or skin of a wearer.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
novel corsage holder having a semi-rigid metal retaining
strip supported on a flexible holder backing so that co-
operating arms on the strip may be readily bent over the
corsage or bouquet such that the corsage or bouquet is
readily supported on the backing and the retaining strip.
The arms may also be bent to release or unclamp the
corsage.

Still another cobject of the present invention is to pro-
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vide a novel corsage holder which is of a general config-
uration so that the holder may be selectively shorteried
to accommodate botiquets or corsages of different lengths
and weights without having to provide a variety of differ-
ent size holders and parts therefor.

Still a further object of the present invention is to
provide a novel corsage holder wheérein the manufactiire
thereof requires only stamping fabrication operations and
simply part-on-part assembly without the necessity of
providing holes or retention of holder elémeits component
parts during -assembly.

The features of the present invention which are believed
to be novel are set forth with particularity in the append-
ed olaims. The present ifivention, both as fo its organiza-
tion and manner of operation, togethér with further ob-
jects and advantdges thereof, may best be understcod by
reference to the following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspéctive view of a preferfed embodi-
ment of a corsage holding dévice in accordance with the
present invention;

FIGURE 2 is 4 séctional view of the corsagée holding
device of FIGURE 1 taken in the direction of arrows 2—2;

FIGURE 3 is an eXploded perspective view of the em-
bodiment of the present invention illustrated in FIG-
URE 1;

FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the corsage holding
device of FIGURE -1 -showing a portion thereof removed
to illustrate a device of shorter length;

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the corsage hold-
inig device of FIGURE 4 having a portion removed to
permit a device of shorter length;

FIGURE 6 is a side elevational view of the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIGURE 1 showing its use in connec-
tion with several flowers in a corsage arrangement;

FIGURE 7 is a front view of the corsage holding de-
vice of FIGURE 6 taken in the direction of arrows 7—7;
and

- FIGURE 8 is a sectional view of the embodiment of
FIGURE 7 taken in the direction of arrows 8§—§.

With reference to the drawings, there may be seen a
support means, indicated generally by the arrow 10, com-
prising an upper layer 11 of preferably flexible material
having an adhesive layer 12 on its underneath surface,
and a lower layer 13 of preferably fléxible material also
having an adhesive layer 14 on its undernieath surface.
Generally, layers 11 and 12, as well as layers 13 and 14,
will be available in the form of adhesive tape, preferably
transparent. The adhesivelayer-14 is'covered with a layer
of non-adhesive material disposed in two portions 15 and
16 and joined at their respective pull-tabs 17 and 18 so-that
the user can readily. remove- the non-adhesive portion 15
and 16 by simply pulling the tabs 17 and 18 individually.
The .general configuration of the support means may be
seen to be preferable with a greater length than width.

To. offer suitable rigidity for the support means and to
provide an attaching device for holding a corsage or bou-
quet onto the support means; there is provided a relatively
narrow, -an elongated, body strip 19 composed of pliable;
form-retaining metal having a plurality of staggered arms
20 extending from opposite-sides of the body strip. The
body strip has-a central portion which is disposed length-
wies between the adhesive layer 12-and the lower layer-13
so that their adhesion secures the body strip 19 therebe-
tween with the plurality -of arms 20 of the body strip ex-
tending-outward from opposite sides of the body. strip.
It is to be noted that upper layer 11 is substantially nar-
rower than the width of the overall supporting means and
layer 13 in particular. This arrangement permits the
body strip arms 20 to extend on the surface of layer 13
exposed and adaptable for bending about an area where
the arm joins the body strip unimpeded. Layer 11 not
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only extends over the parallel edges of the body strip but
covers the opposite ends thereof as well.

As seen in FIGURE 1, the support means 10 is provided
with a plurality of cut lines 21 extending laterally across
the width of the support means including the body strip
19.  The support means may be cut along these lines to
provide a corsage holder of shorter length than shown in
FIGURE 1. Such arrangements are shown in FIGURES
4 and 5 whereby the holder. of FIGURE 1 has been ini-
tially reduced in length by severing portion 22 from the
main support means leaving portions 23 and 24 attached
as shown in FIGURE 4. The embodiment of FIGURE
5 shows portion 24 severed from that of portion 23 by
severing the support means along the cut line. Tnasmuch
as the body strip 19 extends the full length of the support
means, it has been found sometimes desirable to bend the
support means back and forth to weaken the thin metal
of the body strip to the point where the strip will sever.
Of course, the support member can be cut with scissors at
other locations if a different size is desired.

As seen particularly in FIGURE 3, a corsage mounting
device may be assembled in accordance with the present
invention by a simple, inexpensive and labor-saving meth-
od comprising the steps of disposing a single body strip 19
on the surface of the supporting means 10 and in particu-
lar on top of layer 13, followed by applying the adhesive
layer 12 of layer 11 over the body strip so that adhesive
layer 12 adheres to the body strip and to the layer 13 on
opposite sides of the body strip so that the arms 29 of the
body strip will extend uncovered and exposed beyond the
edges of layer 11. It has been found desirable to provide
a suitable length of body strip arm so that the arm will
project beyond even the edge margins of layer 13 so that
the arms may be easily grasped and bent upward during
assemblage with a corsage. Layers 11 and 13 may be
pressed together so that the adhesive undersurface of the
upper Jayer 11 will cause adhésion of the two layers 41
and 13 with the body strip 19 secured therebetween for the
provision of a unitary support means with flower-retain-
ing arms extending therefrom.

Referring to FIGURE 6, a corsage arrangement is
shown-in which three flowers are secured in an in-line
arrangement. The stem 27 of the upper bloom 28 is se-
cured by all of the pairs of staggered arms 20, the stem
29 of the middle bloom 36 is secured by the middle pair
of arms of the body strip while the stem 31 of the lower
blossom 32 is held by just the lower pair of arms 29 of the
body strip 19. . It is to be noted that the folded arms, as
shown in FIGURE 7, about the stems of the blooms do
not overlap but fold adjacent one another without inter-
ference of binding. This is achieved through the pro-
vision of staggered opposite arms of each pair extending
from opposite sides of the body strip.

The device may be positioned upon the wearer either
in the vertical orientation which is shown in FIGURE 6
or horizontally or in any other angular relationship, as de-
sired. 'The disposition of the blooms with respect to each
other may also be varied. The stems of the flowers, par-
ticularly in the case of artificial flowers, may be twisted,
bent or otherwise convoluted about each other.

Thereby, it is seen that the device of the present in-
vention provides an improved and novel corsage holding
device which may be manufactured in production lots of a
given length wherein corsage holding devices of shorter
lengths may be readily achieved by cntting off the holder
at provided areas in order to accommodate lesser floral
arrangements. Another feature resides in the fact that
the bending of the arms arranged in a staggered relation-
ship on opposite sides of the body strip provides a simple
means of retention for the floral arrangement on the hold-
ing device which does not require a twisting or tying oper-
ation which normally damages the blossoms in the floral
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arrangement or otherwise may disarrange the blooms.
Such a retention device as the present invention employs
is neat and does not interfere with the floral arrangement
design. Furthermore, the corsage holding device of the
present invention may be easily disassembled and the
floral arrangement removed.

While particular embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that changes and modifications may be
made without departing from this invention in its broader
aspects, and, therefore, the aim in the appended claims is
to cover all of such changes and modifications as fall
within the true spirit and scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for mounting an ornamental article, and
the like, having stems, comprising:

a first, relatively-wide layer of relatively-pliable mate-

rial having substantially rectilinear configuration and
a length substantially longer than its width;

a second, rectilinear layer of relatively-pliable mate-
rial having its length substantially equal to the
length of said first layer, adhesively secured to said
first layer so as to overlie said first layer; and

an elongated strip of bendable, form-retaining mate-
rial substantially narrower than said first layer ad-
hesively secured along its entire length between said
first and second layers and having a plurality of arms
extending transversely from opposite longitudinal
side edges of said strip so as to extend exteriorly of
said second layer, said second layer, where the arms
extended from the strip, being of a width substantial-
ly equal to the width of the elongated strip, said
arms being bendable back on said strip and along
said opposed longitudinal edges thereof so as to be
wrappable around stems of an ornamental article
for retaining the ornamental article on said device,
said arms being initially in relatively flat, coplanar
relationship to said strip prior to being bent back.

2. A device for mounting an ornamental article having
stems, comprising:

a first, relatively-wide layer of relatively-pliable mate-
rial, having a substantially rectilinear configuration
and a length substantially longer than its width;

a second, rectilinear layer of relatively-pliable mate-
rial having its length substantially equal to the
length of said first layer, adhesively secured to said
first layer so as fo overlie said first layer; and

an elongated strip of bendable, form-retaining mate-
rial substantially narrower than said first layer ad-
hesively secured along its entire length between said
first and second layers and having a plurality of arms
extending transversely from opposite longitudinal
edges of said strip and in staggered relationship to
each other along each of said longitudinal edges so
as to extend exteriorly of said second layer, said sec-~
ond layer, where the arms extend from the strip,
being of a width substantially equal to the width of
the elongated strip, said arms being bendable back
over said strip and along said opposite longitudinal
edges thereof to wrap around one or more stems of
an ornamental article for retaining said article on
said device, said armg being initially in relatively-flat,
Eop}l(anar relationship to said strip prior to being bent
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