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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ABRAHAM KLINE, of 

Manheim, in the county of Lancaster and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer. 
tain Improved Envelope-Opener, of which the 
following is a specification: 
My invention relates to the construction 

and combined arrangement of a flat horizon 
talplatform or base and plate, in connection 
With a vertical stop for supporting and stop 
ping the envelope when the latter is laid upon 
the platform and plate with its edge abutting. 
against the stop, and a rocking block with a 
like-curved cutter-plate fixed to its side in 
such a manner that when the said cutter 
block is firmly pressed downward and rocked 
upon the upper edge of the stop, the edge of 
the cutter-plate will move along between and 
in close contact with both the edge of the 
plate and the side of the stop, and thus shear 
off the edge of the envelope which is in con 
tact with the side of the stop, the separated 
edge of the former falling into an open recess 
made for the purpose immediately below the 
plate, the envelope having been thus opened 
along the said cut; the object of my inven 
tion being to produce a simply-constructed, 
cheap, durable, and easily-operated envelope 
opener, and that may remain at hand upon 
one's desk without causing any objectionable 
obstruction. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my said 
envelope - opener with an envelope shown as 
applied, and being cut open at one of its ends. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section of the 
cutting end of the saine. 
The platform A is in this instance made of 

hard. Wood, in the rectangular form shown, 
with the plate B, which is of sheet metal, 
and the stop C, which is also of hard wood, 
secured to the plate end of the platform by 
means of screws b b' and c c', and the recess 
ID beneath the plate B arranged along be 
tween the platform A. and the stop C. The 
cutter E, which is also made of sheet metal, is 
fixed by means of screws e e' to the face side 
of the cutter-block F, which latter is curved 
like a chair-rocker at its under edge, (see dot 
ted line el",) and the cutting-edge of E is con 
centric with the curved edge of the block F, 
and projects downward sufficiently far below 
the curved edge of F to pass below the edge 
of the plate B into the groove D without com 
ing in contact with the bottom of said groove, 
when the curved edge of F is applied and 
rocked directly upon the upper edge of the 

stop C, either the latter or the plate B being 
previously adjusted and fixed to the platform 
A so as to leave only a sufficient space be 
tween them for the cutter-plate E to be moved 
between, and at the same time be kept in 
close frictional contact with both as the block 
F is being rocked forward and backward up 
on the stop C. 
In operating the machine to open an en 

velope, the latter, ac, is placed upon the plat 
form A, and with its edge which is to be cut 
open kept by one hand of the operator abut 
ting against the side face of the stop C, While 
with his other hand grasping and pressing 
downward upon the cutter-block F he rocks 
it forward, and thus cuts a narrow strip off 
from the envelope, thus opening the latter at 
that edge, and in like manner to remove strips 
from either of the other three edges, if he 
wish to separate the face and back. If one 
side and both ends be cut in the same man 
ner the face and back will open outward, and 
thus produce a blank sheet for use for scrib 
bling or figuring upon, and thus utilizing the 
cut envelope. 
Instead of constructing the invention part 

ly of Wood and sheet metal, as described, the 
platform, groove, and stop may be cast of 
iron, and the plate B of sheet metal, adjust 
ably secured thereto by screws and oval or 
oblong slots in the plate, and So, also, the cut 
ter-block F may be of cast-iron, and the cut 
ting-plate E secured thereto by the screws, 
When additional cost is not objected to 

the cutter-block and its cutter may be se 
cured to the platform by a pivot, as a turn 
ing center of the curve of the block or rocker, 
and the curved edge of the latter toothed to 
work in rack-teeth made in the top edge of 
the stop and the upper edge of the block F 
provided with a handle or lever for operating 
it; but the simple construction first described 
and shown in the drawing I prefer, because it 
is less costly and equally efficient for the pur 
pose of opening envelopes. 
I claim as my invention 
An envelope-opener, consisting of the plat 

form A, plate B, stop C, groove D, and rock 
ing-cutter F E, the said parts being con- . 
structed, arranged, and combined to operate 
together, substantially as and for the purpose 
hereinbefore set forth and described. 
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