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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ERLMAN J. WRIGHT, 

of Waltham, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Paper-Files, which 
improvement is fully set forth in the following 
specification, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing, in which 

Figurel represents a perspective view, show 
ing my invention as applied. Fig. 2 is a plan, 
and Fig. 3 is a side view of the same. 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

device for fastening together loose leaves of 
papers, documents, periodicals, newspapers, 
&c., which is not only effective and inexpen 
'sive, but does also away with all sewing of said 
papers together, or to fasten them by pointed 
bent-over paper-fasteners or eyelets; and my 
invention consists in a piece of wire or flat 
metallic strip, bent in such a manner as to 
firmly hold the flying leaves together, and be 
still, easily attached or detached. 

Referring to the drawing, Fig. 2 represents 
the paper-file, consisting in bending a piece of 
wire so as to present three distinct lines, com 
mencing with the line a by extending it 
downward, then bending it semicircular, and 
running the line b upward, and, when opposite 
the beginning of line a, bend it downward 
again into a third line, c, in such a manner 
that the latter passes between the lines a b, 
and, by extending it still farther downward, 
terminates in a slight bend, curving from a b. 
The loop d, formed by the parts a, b, is bent 
slightly outward to allow the line c to lie flush 
at that portion of the file with the lines a b, 
thereby causing the clamping action of the 
paper-file. 

In attaching the file to the leaves of paper, 
slide the papers upward between the line c 
and the loop d until they are stopped by the 
upper bend or loop formed by the lines b c. 
Thus it will be seen that the slight curvature 
at the lower extremity of c prevents the tear 
ing of the paper by having the sharp and 
ragged end turned away from the same. The 
portion between the extremity and the lower 
loop d tends to give stiffness to the papers, 
the loop d and line c effect the binding, while 
the upper loop prevents the slipping off of the 
paper. 
Thus a means is provided by which flying 

leaves are speedily, effectively, and easily 
joined, without any injury to them, and with 
out requiring any preceding preparation of 
sewing, punching, or piercing, as done with 
eyelets and common paper-fasteners. 

I do not confine myself to the application of 
my invention for holding flying leaves, manu 
scripts, &c.; but it may be profitably used for 
holding garments, or for book and stop marks. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is- - 
A paper-file consisting of one piece of wire 

bent to form the stiffener c, the clamp formed 
by stiffener c and loop d, and the upper stop 
loop formed by the lines bc, constructed and 
arranged in the manner and for the purpose 
substantially as herein set forth. 

ERLMAN J. WRIGHT, 

Witnesses: 
WM. H. WRENN, 
M. WILDE. 


