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To a 77 av horn, it 7may concer7u: 
Be it known that we, FREMONT P. STAN 

NARD and WILLIAM D. STANNARD, citizens of 
the United States, residing at Chicago, in the 
county of Cook and State of Illinois, have in 
vented a certain new and useful Improvement 
in Firearms, of which the following is a full, 
clear, concise, and exact description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this specification. 
Our invention relates to firearms, and par 

ticularly to a detachable head or rib which 
may be used in conjunction therewith for 
sighting purposes. 

It has heretofore been a common practice 
to provide double-barreled shotguns with a 
rib placed above and between the two gun 
barrels. This rib has been provided with a 
substantially straight upper surface and is 
of use in lining up or sighting a gun be 
fore shooting. A great number of single 
barreled firearms have been constructed in 
which no such rib has been provided, a small 
sight at the muzzle end of the barrel being 
alone depended upon for lining-up the gun. 
It has been found by persons skilled in the 
art that it is much more difficult to properly 
sight a gun having a single barrel provided 
with a sight at the muzzle end thereof than it 
is to properly sight a gun provided with a 
rib similar to that now commonly employed 
with double-barreled shotguns. It has been 
proposed to provide single-barreled shotguns 
with a rib similar to that heretofore used on 
double-barreled guns, this rib being soldered 
or otherwise rigidly and permanently secured 
to the single gun-barrel; but such a rib, se 
curely fastened throughout the length of the 
barrel of a gun, has been found to interfere 
materially with the shooting qualities of the 
gull). 
Our invention contemplates the provision 

of a detachable rib which may be quickly 
and easily attached to the barrel of a firearm 
and which may be readily removed there 
from at will. The means for attaching such 
a detachable rib to the barrel of the gun may 
be made such as not to interfere with the 
shooting qualities of the gun. 

Furthermore, there has been an immense 
number of firearms to which no such rib has 
been fixedly attached. - 
Our invention provides a simple and inex 

rubber, or may be formed of metal. 

pensive means whereby a rib may be attached 
to such gun-barrels. 
Our invention may be readily understood 

by reference to the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 illustrates a well-known type of 
repeating shotgun and a detachable rib for 
application thereto. Fig. 2 illustrates a simi 
lar gun with a detachable rib in place there 
on. Figs. 3, 4, and 5 illustrate details of the 
detachable rib shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 
6 illustrates a modified form of means for de 
tachably securing the rib to a gun-barrel, and 
Fig. 7 illustrates a modified construction of 
means and clamping means. 

In Figs. 1 and 2 we have illustrated a re 
peating magazine-shotgun provided with a 
single barrel 10 and a cartridge-magazine 11, 
these parts being attached to the gun-frame 
at 12 and being held together by clamping 
arms 13 of a form well known to those skilled 
in the art. The gun is provided with the usual 
stock or butt 14, trigger 15, and guard 16. A 
grip 17 is provided for the purpose of actuat 
ing the feeding and ejecting mechanism and 
for cocking the hammer. While we shall par 
ticularly describe our invention as applied to 
such a gun, we do not wish to be limited to 
such a use thereof, as it will at once be appar 
ent to those skilled in the art that our inven 
tion may be used in connection with a great 
variety of firearms. 

In Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 we have illustrated 
a preferred form of rib constructed in accord 
ance with our invention. The barrel 10 illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings is ta 
pered from the butt to the muzzle end there 
of, the taper being greatest toward the muz 
zle end of the barrel. The rib 18 may be 
molded of any suitable material, such as hard 

In any 
case the lower side of the rib is preferably 
formed to fit the gun-barrel 10 in such a way 
that the top surface 19 of the rib will be sub 
stantially straight from the butt to the muz 
zle end thereof. 
vided at its butt-end with a spring-clamp com 
prising the two arms 2020, of spring metal. 
The spring-clamp is adapted to fit snugly 
against the gun-frame at 12. As best illus 
trated in Fig. 3, a pair of ears 21 are secured 
to the rib in such a position as to be engaged 
between the clamping-arms 13 and the gun 

The detachable rib is pro 
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barrel 10. As best illustrated in Fig. 4, the 
rib 18 is provided near the muzzle end thereof 
with a short slot 22, through which passes a 
sight 23, having screw-threaded engagement 

5 with the gun-barrel at 24 and provided with a 
flange 25, adapted to engage the sides of the 
slot 22 to hold the rib in place on the gun 
barrel. In applying such a rib to the gun 
barrel the arms 2020 of the spring - clamp 

Io may be slipped about the barrel at or near the 
muzzle end thereof, whereafter the rib is 
slipped backward along the gun-barrel until 
the arms 2020 come into engagement with 
the frame at 12. The disposition of the ears 

5 21 is such as to bring them to a point on the 
gun-barrel engaged by clamping-arms 13, 
whereafter the screw 26 may be tightened to 
clamp the ears tightly in place upon the gun 
barrel. The screw-threaded sight 23 may 

20 then be screwed in place, thus securing the 
pribº firmly in position upon the gun-barrel. 
It will be apparent that the rib may be readily 
detached, if so desired. The rib when thus 
S?cured in position upon the gun-barrel pro- i 

°5 vides a means for sighting the gun which is 
equal to the rib now commonly employed in 
connection with double-barreled shotguns, to 
the barrels of which such ribs are now se 
curely fastened. The expansion of the gun 

39 barrel when fired is not affected by the use of 
a rib Such as we have herein described nor 
are the shooting qualities of the gun in any 
Way affected by the use of such a detachable 
rib as we have herein shown. : 

35 In Fig. 6 we have illustrated a modified 
means of attachment for the rib, there being 
shown at the muzzle end of the rib a ring 27. 
adapted to fit about the muzzle end of the gun 
barrel. At 28 there is a ring the position of 

4o which may desirably be made such that the 
ring will fall directly back of the clamping 
arms 13 when the rib is in position upon the 
gun-barrel. A small set-screw 30' may be 
placed in either or both of the rings 27 and 

45 28, as shown in conjunction with the ring 27, 
for the purpose of holding the rib tightly in 
place on the gun-barrel. The ears 2929 may 
be provided, these ears fitting partially about 
the gun-barrel to steady the rib in position 

5o thereon. 
In Fig. 7 we have illustrated a modified 

form of rib which, as is clear from the draw 
ings, may be constructed from a single piece 
of Sheet metal. This form of ribis of par 

55 ticular advantage, in that it may be cheaply 
manufactured in large numbers by means of 
a stamping die and press. The rib 30 in this 
instance may be flat on top, with downwardly 
projecting side portions 31 31, the lower edges 

6o 32 of these side portions being formed to fit 
the upper surface of the gun-barrel. The 
ears 33 may be integrally formed with the 
rib itself, and the spring clamping members 
34 34 may be cut from the same sheet of ma 

65 terial with the rib itself, whereafter these 

clamping members may be bent into a shape 
suitable for clamping engagement with the 
butt-end of the gun-barrel. 
While we have herein shown and described 

a preferred embodiment of our invention and 
certain modifications thereof, it will be ap 
parent to those skilled in the art that many 
other modifications may be employed without 
departing from the spirit of our invention. 
We do not, therefore, wish to limit ourselves 
to the precise disclosure herein set forth; but, 

Having described our invention, we claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

1. In combination, a repeating firearm hav 
ing a single barrel and a magazine, clamping 
arms for holding said magazine and said bar 
rel together, a detachable rib for said barrel, 
ears carried by said rib to be engaged by Said 
clamping-arms, and a spring - clamp at the 
butt-end of said rib engaging said barrel to 
hold said rib in place thereon. 

2. In combination, a magazine repeating 
shotgun having a single tapering barrel, a 
metal rib adapted to fit the upper side of said 
barrel and to present a substantially straight 
upper surface, a spring-clamp at the butt-end 
of said rib to engage the butt-end of Said bar 
rel to hold said rib in place thereon, a sight 
having screw-threaded engagement with the 
muzzle end of said barrel, a flange on said 
sight engaging said rib to hold the same in 
place, a pair of retaining-ears on Said rib, and 
clamping means having engagement with said 
barrel and with said ears to retain Said rib in 
place on said gun-barrel. 

3. In combination, a shotgun having a sin 
gle barrel, a metal rib adapted to fit the upper 
side of said barrel and to present a substan 
tially straight upper surface when in place On 
said barrel, a clamp at the butt-end of Said 
rib to engage the butt-end of Said barrel to 
hold said rib in place thereon, Said rib having 
a slot near the muzzle end thereof, a sight 
passing through said slot and having Screw 
threaded engagement with the muzzle end of 
said barrel, a flange on said sight to engage 
the sides of said slot to hold said rib in place, 
a pair of retaining-ears on said rib, and clamp 
ing means for engaging with said barrel and 
with said ears to retain said rib in place on 
said gun-barrel. 

4. In combination, a shotgun having a sin 
gle barrel, a rib adapted to fit the upper side 
of said barrel and to present a substantially 
straight upper surface when in place on said 
barrel, clamping means at the butt-end of Said 
rib for engaging the butt-end of Said barrel 
to hold saidrib in place thereon, a sight hav 
ing screw-threaded engagement with the muluZ. 
zle end of said barrel, and a flange on said 
sight for engaging said rib to hold the same 
in place. 

5. In a firearm, the combination with the 
barrel and magazine thereof, of clamping-arms 
for holding said magazine and said barrel to 
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gether, a detachable rib for said barrel extend 
ing along the entire length thereof, a spring 
clamp consisting of ears 20 at the butt-end of 
Said rib for retaining said end against the bar 
rel, ears at the middle of saidrib adapted to 
be clamped against the barrel by said clamp 
ing-ears a slot near the muzzle end of said 
rib, and a sight extending through said slot 
to hold said rib in place at the muzzle end of 
the barrel. 

6. In a firearm, the combination with a bar 
rel and magazine thereof, of clamping-arms 
for holding said magazine and said barrel to 
gether, a detachable rib for said barrel extend 
1ng along the entire length of the top thereof, 
a Spring-clamp consisting of ears 20 at the 
butt-end of said rib for spring engagement 
With Said barrel, ears near the middle of said 

35 

rib clamped against the barrel by said clamp 
ing-ears, a slot near the muzzle end of said rib, 
a sight extending through said slot and hav. 
ing threaded engagement with the muzzle end 
of Said barrel, and a flange on said sight en 
gaging the sides of said slot to hold said rib in place. 

T. In combination, a firearm having a barrel, 
a detachable rib for the barrel of said firearm 
extending along Substantially the entirelength 
of the barrel, clamping means for securing the 
rib directly to the barrel at the butt-end, ears 
carried by Said rib, and other clamping means 
adapted to engage said ears to hold said rib in 
place. 

8. In combination, a firearm having a single 
barreland a magazine, clamping-arms forhold 
ing Said magazine and said barrel together, a 
detachable rib for said barrel, ears carried by 
Said rib to be engaged between said clamping 
arms and Said barrel, clamping means at the 
butt-end of Said rib engaging said barrel to 
hold said rib in place thereon, and means for 
Securing Said rib to said barrel near the muz 
zle end thereof. 

3 

9. In combination, a firearm having a single 
barrelanda magazine, clamping-arms forhold 
ing Said magazine and said barrel together, a 

45 

detachable rib for said barrel, ears carried by 
saidrib to be engaged between said clamp 
ing-arms and said barrel, clamping means at 
the butt-end of said rib engaging said barrel 
to hold said rib in place thereon, means for 
securing said rib to said barrel near the muz 
zle end thereof, and a sight associated with 
Said rib near the muzzle end thereof. 

10. In a firearm, the combination with the 
barrel thereof, of a detachable rib for said bar 
rel extending along substantially the entire 

55 

length thereof, spring-ears at the butt-end of 
said rib adapted for spring engagement With 
said barrel to hold said rib in place thereon, 
ears intermediary of the ends of said rib, 
clamping means adapted to engage said ears 
to hold the middle portion of the rib in en 
gagement with the barrel, and means for fas 
tening said ribs to said barrel near the muz 
zle end thereof. 

11. In a firearm, the combination with the 
barrel thereof, of a detachable rib for said bar 
rel extending along substantially the entire 
length thereof, spring-ears at the butt-end of 
said rib adapted for spring engagement with 
said barrel to hold said rib in place thereon, 
ears intermediary of the ends of Said rib, 
clamping means adapted to engage said ears 
to hold the middle portion of the rib in en 
gagement with the barrel, means for fasten 
ing said ribs to said barrel near the muzzle 
end thereof, and a sight associated with said 
rib near the muzzle end thereof. 

In witness whereof we hereunto subscribe 
our names this 27th day of May, A. D. 1903. 

FREMONT P. STANNARD. 
WILLIAM D. STANNARD. 

Witnesses: 
LYNN A. WILLIAMIS, 
JOHN STAHR. 
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