
No. 827,330. PATENTED JULY 31, 1906. 
W. H. TILLSON. 

OWERSHOE ATTACHMENT, 
APPLICATION FILED JAN, 5, 1905. 

2 SHEETS-SHEET 1. 

2S Ša Šs 

aS 

Witnesses, 

  

  



No. 827,880, PATENTED JULY 31, 1906. 
W. H. TILLSON. 

OVERSHOE ATTACHMENT, 
APPLICATION FILED JAN 5, 1905. 

Witnesses /17Zazz AZ7%sozz, Inventor. 
r". 25 bg/22 la pg 

  

  



I5 

2O 

'. 25 

3 

35 

40 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM H. TILLSON, OF QUINCY, ILLINOIS. 

OVERSHOE ATTACHMENT. 
No. 827,380. 

To old, whon, it may concern: 

Quincy, in the county of Adams and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Over 
shoe Attachment, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to means for pre 

venting overshoes from slipping at the heel, 
and has for its object to embody the inven 
tion in the nature of an attachment capable of being readily applied to any ordinary form 
of overshoe without changing or altering the 
latterin any manner whatsoever and arranged 
for engagement across the back of the heel of 
the shoe proper in the nature of a hanger to 
retain the heel of the overshoesnugly upon the 
heel of the shoe proper. 
: A further object of the invention is to have 
the attachment operate to slightly spread 
the heel portion of the overshoe to facilitate 
the drawing of the heel portion thereof upon 
the heel of the shoe, and when the hanger mem 
ber of the device is engaged with the back of 
the heel portion of the shoe to have the device 
tend to draw the opposite sides of the heel 
portion of the overshoe Snugly against the 
heel of the shoe and also to draw the hanger, 
with a spring tension, into Snug engage 
ment with the shoe, so as to effectually avoid 
looseness of the hanger, and thereby prevent 
slipping of the heel of the overshoe, and to obviate play of the hanger and consequent 
wear upon the shoe and discomfort to the 
wearer. 
With these and other objects in view the 

present invention consists in the combina 
tion and arrangement of parts, as will be 
hereinafter more fully described, shown in the accompanying drawings, and particu 
larly pointed out in the appended claim it 
being understood that changes in the form, 
proportions, size, and minor details may be 
made within the scope of the claim without departing from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of an overshoe having one 
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embodiment of the present attachment ap plied thereto in operative position. Fig. 2 is 
a detail perspective view of the embodiment 
of the invention shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of the device, showing its inactive 
position infull lines and its active positionin 
dotted lines. Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are perspec 
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perspective view illustrating a modification 
in the manner of connecting one end of the 
bail-shaped hanger with the body of theat tachment. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary detail 

. . Like characters of reference designate cor responding parts in each and every figure of 
the drawings. . . . . 

Referring at first more particularly to Figs. 
1 to 3, inclusive, of the drawings, wherein has 
been shown the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, it will be seen that the attach ment includes a substantially U-shaped body 
1, formed of spring metal and of a suitable 
width and provided at each end with external inverted substantially U-shaped spring-clips 
2, which are disposed at the upper edge of the 
body and are designed for: single body 
to an overshoe. As indicated in 'Fig. 2; the 
E. 2 are integral with the body; but these clips may be Electepe pieces and suitably connected to the body, as will 
be hereinafter described. The upper edge of 
the body is cut away for about half the depth 
of the body and for substantially the entire 
distance between the terminal attaching 
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clips, as indicated at 3. In addition to the 
body. 1 there is a bail-shaped hanger member 
4, formed of spring metal and arranged with 
in the body 1, each end of the bail or hanger 
being pivotally connected to the body, as at 
5, preferably by means of a tubular rivet or 
eyelet, so as to produce a strong and durable 
pivotal connection between the members and 
to avoid terminal projections upon the inner 
and outer sides of the attachment. Upon 
the back or exterior of the hanger 4 there is a 
strip of flexible or yieldable material 6, pref. 
E. rubber or rubber fabric, which pro 
jects below the lower edge of the hanger and 
is of a size to substantially fit within the seat or cut-away portion 3, and thereby limit the 
downward movement of the hanger: Suit. 
able fastenings 7, such as rivets or eyelets, 
are employed to attach the strip 6 to the 
hanger, and in addition to these fastenings 
there may be a plate or strip 8 applied to the 
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outerface of the part 6 and pierced by the 
fastenings 7, so as to E, retain the inter mediate portion of the flexible strip 6 against the hanger, and thereby prevent-rucking up 
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and displacement thereof. Inverted sub stantially U-shaped clips 9 are provided at . 
the upper edge of the plate 8 and are designed 
to engage the upper edge of an overshoe to tive views illustrating modified forms of the limit the downward movement of the hanger 
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should the strip of material 6 fail to enter the 
seat 3. 

In explanation of the manner of applying 
and using the present device an overshoe has 
been shown at 10 in Fig. 1 with the body 1 of 
the attachment fitted within the heel portion 
of the overshoe and the attaching - clips 2 
snugly engaging the beaded or enlarged up 
per edge of the shoe with a Snug elastic E. so as to prevent displacement of the attach 

When not in use, the hanger 4 is 
swung down flush with the upper edge of the 
body, and thereby within the heel of the over 
shoe, so as not to interfere with the conven 
ient fitting of the overshoe to the shoe proper. 
When the overshoe has been put on, the 
hanger is drawn up so as to engage across the 
heel of the shoe, or, to be more correct, across 
the upper above the upper edge of the heel 
portion of the shoe, thereby to prevent drop 
ping or slipping of the heel of the overshoe 
'upon the heel of the shoe proper. In remov 
ing the overshoe the hanger is swung down 
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into its inoperative position, and then the 
overshoe may be removed in the usual may. 
It will now be understood that by reason of 
the flexible strip 6 projecting below the lower 
edge of the hanger 4 the lower edge of said 
strip will roll beneath the lower edge of the 
bai and operate as a liner or cushion to en 
gage directly with the heel of the shoe, and 
thereby prevent wear thereon, as would re 
sult if the comparatively sharp lower edge of 
the metallic hanger should rest directly 
against the material of the shoe. : A very important feature of advantage of 
the present device will be understood by ref 
erence to Fig. 3 of the drawings, wherein the 
'full lines indicate the inactive condition of 
the device. Each member of the device is 
substantially, U-shaped with its sides diverg 
ing longitudinally and disposed in vertical 
planes transversely, the two members lying 
in parallel planes throughout in the inactive 
condition of the device. When the hanger is 
swung upwardly, its sides then converge up 
wardly and the sides of the spring-body are 
drawn inwardly, as indicated by dotted lines, 
whereby the spring-body is adapted to Snugly 
grip the heel portion of the shoe and prevent 
slipping of the overshoe. Moreover, when 
the hanger is drawn up into its operative po 
sition and the ends of the spring-body are 
drawn inwardly there will be a spring tension 
upon the hanger tending to draw the latter 
down into its inoperative position, whereby 
said hanger will be maintained in Snug en 
gagement across the heel of the shoe proper 
without any tendency to workorplay thereon. 
A somewhat simpler form of the invention 

has been shown in Fig. 4, wherein the body 1" 
is provided with the attaching-clips 2, as 
usual, but instead of being cut away is intact 
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throughout its entire length, and the hanger 
member 4" approximates the width of the 
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body 1 and is pivotally connected to the 
body, as at 5, at a point below the longitu 
dinal center of said member, whereby the 
hanger will contact with the body 1" when 
swung downwardly, and therefore it is not 
necessary to provide additional means to 
limit the downward swing of the hanger. The 
drawing-together action between the body 
and the hanger is of course the same in this 
form as in the previously-described form. 

In Fig. 5 of the drawings there has been 
shown another form of the invention, includ 
ing a body 11 and a hanger 12, which em 
braces or lies upon the outer side of the body 
instead of at the inner side, as in the two pre 
viously-described forms of the invention. A 
strip of flexible material 13 is attached to the 
back or outer side of the hanger and projects 
at the lower edge thereof as a shield to pro 
tect the material of the shoe. Instead of be 
ing integral with the body the inverted sub 
stantially U-shaped attaching-clips 14 are 
bent from the upper edge of a separate plate 
15, which is attached to the outer side of the 
body by means of rivets or eyelets 16, each 
end of the hanger 12 being interposed be 
tween the adjacent plate 15 and the body 11 
and mounted upon the adjacent rivet or eye 
let 16 as a pivotal support. As the hanger 
12 embraces the body 11, it is not necessary 
to provide additional means to limit the 
downward movement of the hanger, and it 
will of course be understood that the drawing 
together action between the members 11 and 
12 is preserved in this form. Another arrangement of attaching-clips 
has been shown in Fig. 8, wherein each end of 
the body 17 is provided with an integral at 
taching-clip 18 and a separate attaching-clip 
19, carried by a separate plate 20, which is 
attached to the exterior of the body by means 
of rivets or eyelets 21, with the adjacent end 
of the hanger 22 interposed between the 
plate 20 and the body and pivotally support 
ed upon one of the fastenings 21. 

Fig. 6 of the drawings illustrates another 
form of the device, wherein 23 designates the substantially U-shaped body, having a longi 
tudinal notch 24 cut in the rear upper edge 
portion thereof, as in Fig. 2. Upon each end 
of the body and upon the outer side thereof 
there is a plate 25, secured thereto by fasten 
ings 26 and provided at its upper edge with 
the attaching spring-clips 27. In this ar 
rangement tie members of each pair of 
spring-clips 27 are separated by a consider 
able interval, and the hanger 28 has its ends 
received between the respective ends of the 
body and the adjacent plates 25, there being 
a rivet or eyelet 29 piercing each end of the 
hanger and the adjacentend portion of the 
body at its upper edge, whereby the end por 
tions of the hanger are capable of working 
between the plates and the body. A rein 
forcing-strip 30 is applied to the inner side of 
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the intermediate bowed portion of the hanger 
and is secured thereto by terminally-located 
fastenings 31, there being clips 32 upon the 
ends of the strip and rising above GE 
In addition to reinforcing the hanger the 
strip 30 is designed to rest in the notch or 
seat 24, and thereby limit the downward 
movement of the hanger, while the clips 32 
are designed to engage the upper edge of the 
overshoe for the same purpose. 
Another embodiment of the invention is 

shown in Fig. 7 and includes a substantially 
U-shaped body 33, which is of continuous 
width throughout its length and is provided 
with terminal attaching-clips34. The hanger 
35 of this form is a stiff spring-wire which 
embraces the end portions of the body and 
has each end bent into an eye 36, through 
which passes a rivet or eyelet 37, which also 
pierces the body and constitutes a pivotal support for the hanger. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

understood that each disclosure of the inven 
tion includes a drawing-together action be 
tween the pivotally-connected portions of 
the body and the hanger, and these members 
are formed of spring metal, so as to be drawn 
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together when the hanger is elevated for the 
purpose of gripping the heel of the overshoe 
upon the heel of the shoe proper and also to 
place. a downward spring tension upon the 
hanger in order that the latter may always 
snugly fit across the back of the heel of the 
shoe. When the hanger is depressed, the 
body is in its inactive spread condition, and 
the grip of the heel of the overshoe upon the 
shoe proper is released, so as to facilitate the 
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removal of the overshoe and also to facilitate 
the putting on of the overshoe. 
Although the metallic body has been 

shown bare or uncovered in each form of the 
device, it is contemplated to also cover the 
same with some suitable material; but this 
is not absolutely necessary, as the metallic 
parts may be japanned or otherwise treated 
to render the same Smooth and incapable of becoming rusted. 
The clips 9 and 32 in addition to serving as 

stops also affordfinger-pieces for convenience 
in elevating the respective hangers after the 
overshoe has been put on. 

Havingfully described the invention, what is claimed is 
An overshoe attachment of the class de 

scribed comprising a substantially U-shaped 
spring-body having its sides diverging longi 
tudinally and disposed in vertical planes 
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transversely in its inactive condition, and a . substantially U-shaped hanger having its 
sides diverging longitudinally and its ends 
pivotally connected in Snug engagement with 
the terminals of the body, the two members 
lying in parallel planes throughout in the in 
active condition of the device, whereby when 
the bail is swung upward, its sides converge 
longitudinally upward and tend to draw the sides of the body inwardly. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own. I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM. H. TILLSON. Witnesses: 
GERHARD G. ARENDs, 
CAROLINE ARENDS. ... --3. 


