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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THEODoRE P. BRowN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Mechanism for Guiding Music 
Sheets, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to that class of 

musical instruments in which the note sheet 
passes over a tracker. 
The principal objects of this invention are 

to provide an exceedingly simple and inex 
pensive mechanism for keeping the music 
sheet central with respect to the tracker, in 
which the parts are so constructed and ar 
ranged as to be capable of the necessary ad 
justments and yet be inexpensive to manu 
facture, and have a few parts that are likely 
to get out of order in use; also to provide 
means whereby the expansion and contrac 
tion of the sheet in width will automatically 
move both flanges of the spool equal dis 
tances in opposite directions so that the sheet 
will always remain central with respect to 
the tracker; and improved means whereby 
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the sheet will also be kept exactly central as 
it is wound on the take-up spool, the varia 
tion in the width of the sheet itself being 
utilized for the purpose of automatically 
holding it in central position. 

Further objects and advantages of the in 
vention will appear hereinafter. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing, drawings, in which, 2 

figure 1 is a front view of a tracker box showing a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention applied thereto: Fig. 2 is a plan of 
the same; Figs. 3 and 4 are Epite end ele 
vations; and Fig. 5 is an end elevation on 
enlarged scale of one of the guides in the 
tracker box. 
The invention is shown as applied to an 

ordinary form of tracker box. 10 having a 
stationary tracker 11, a music spool 12, and 
a take-up spool 13. The music, spool is pro 
vided with a movable flange 14 and a fixed 

spool is shown as 
being entirely without flanges. The mov 
able flange of the music spool is in contact 
with a spring-pressed plunger 16 connected 
with a novable rod 17 movable in a bushing 
18 on the frame of the tracker-box. The 
plunger 16 has a bearing 19 at its end for 
the movable flange. The rod. 17 extends 

through the wall of the tracker-box and is 
provided with a screw thread on the outer 
end on whieh is adjustably mounted a screw 
threaded member 20. To this member is 
fixed a rod 21 shown as extending up over 
the top of the box and connected with a 
lever 22 on the top having arms of equal 
lengths extending oppositely from its pivot. 
At the other end this lever is pivotally con 
nected with a rod 23 which is secured to a 
member 24. A sliding rod 25 connected 
with the flange 15 and music spool to move 
therewith is pressed by a spring 26 against 
the member 24. It will be seen therefore 
that the music spool is longitudinally mov 
able and that its motion is equal and oppo 
site to that of the flange 14, the flange 15 
going with the spool. 
From the construction so far described it 

will be obvious that when the paper either 
contracts or expands, even if all this con 
traction should be upon one side of the cen 
ter, the flange 14 will be moved either out 
or in, and this motion will be transmitted to 
one of the rods 21 or 23 directly, and indi 
rectly to the other so that both flanges will 
be caused to move in or out equal distances 
and the spool will move with the flange 15 
so as to be kept central. In this way the 
music sheet is kept central both with respect 

i to the music spool and tracker. 
Connected with the members 20 and 24 

are rods 27 which extend freely through 
openings in the tracker box and have on 
the ends thereof a pair of guides 28 inside 
the box adapted to engage the edges of the 
music sheet just before it is wound upon the 
take-up spool as is indicated in Fig. 5. The 
guides 2S are operated with the flanges of 
the music spool and thus the sheet is caused 
to be wound up on the take-up spool evenly, 
uniformly and centrally. In order to give 
further. assurance that the guides 28 will 
operate equally one of them is connected. 
with a lever 30 and the other with a rod 31 
which is connected with the opposite end 
of the lever, the two arms of the lever being 
of the same length. 
While I have illustrated and described a 

preferred embodiment of the invention I am 
aware that many modifications can be made 
therein by any person skilled in the art 
without departing from the scope of the in 
vention as expressed in the claims. There 
fore, I do not wish to be limited to all the 
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details of construction.herein shown or de 
scribed, but - w 
What I do' claim is:- 
1. The combination with a tracker, of a 

longitudinally movable music spool having 
a relatively movable fange on one end, an means connected with the movable flange 
for shifting the music spool oppositely to 
the motion of the movable flange and to the 
Same extent. 

2. The combination with a tracker, of a 
longitudinally movable music spool having 
two flanges, one fixed thereto and the other 
movable thereon, and means connected with 
both of said flanges for transmitting the ino 
tion of each flange to the other in the Oppo 
site direction. 

3. The conbination with a tracker box 
and a tracker, of a music spool in the box 
having two flanges, one movable thereon 
and the other fixed thereto, said spool being 
movable with the latter flange, rods extend 
ing beyond the tracker box from the two 
flanges, and means outside the box for con 
necting the rods and transmitting motion 
from each one to the other in reversed di 
rection. 

4. The combination with a tracker box 
and a tracker, of a music spool in the box 
having two flanges, one movable thereon and 
the other fixed thereto, said spool being 
movable with the latter flage, rods, extend 
ing beyond the tracker box from the two 
flanges, members engaging the rods, one of 
said members being adjustable, rods fixed to 
sail members, and a level connected at its 
ends with the last named rods, saict level 
being pivoted at the center. 

5. The combination with a tracker box 
and a tracker, of a titlsic spool in the box 
having two flages, one moyable thereon 
and the other fixed thereto, said spool being 
movable with the latter flange, rods extend 
ing beyond the tracker box from the two 
flanges, member's engaging the rods, one of 
said members being adjustable, rods fixed to 
said members, a lever connected at its ends 
with the last named 'ods, said lever being 
pivoted at the center, and One of Said men 
bers being adjustably moulted on its rol. 
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and the other being loosely engaged by the 
pressing the last named rod outwardly. 

6. The combination with a tracker box 
and a tracker, of a music spool in the box 
having two flanges, one movable thereou and 

I the other fixed thereto, said spool being 
movable with the latter flange, rods extend 
ing beyond the tracker box from the two 
flanges, membel's engaging the rods, one of 
said members being adjustable, rods fixed to 
said members, a lever connected at its ends 
with the last named rods, said lever being 
pivoted at the center, and a pair of guides 
for the music sheet connected with said 
members to move therewith. - 

7. The combination with a tracker box 
and a tracker, of a music spool in the box 
having two flanges, one movable thereon and 
the other fixed thereto, said spool being mov 
able with the latter flange, rods extending 
beyond the tracker box from the two flanges, 
means outside the box for connecting the 
rods and transmitting motion from each one 
to the other in reversed direction, and a pair 
of music sheet guides on the opposite side 
of the trackel mounted to move with the flanges. 

8. The combination with a trackel'. of a 
longitudinally movable music spool having 
two flanges, one fixed thereto and the other 
movable thereon, means connected with both 
of said flanges for transmitting the motion 
direction, a pair of music sheet guides, and 
means for simultaneously and automatic 

ach other equal distances. 
9. The combination with a tracker, of a 

longitudinally nowable music spool having 
two flanges, one movable thereon, and ureans 
for transmitting the motion of each flange 
to the other in the opposite direction. 

In testimony whereof I have here into Set 
my hand, in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

. THEOIDORE P. BROWN. 
Witnesses: 

ALI ERT E. FAY, 
C. FoRREST WESSON. 

end of its rod, and a spring for movably 

of each flange to the other in the opposite. 
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