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1. 

The present invention relates to incinerators 
and more particularly to Wall incinerators di 
rected to the prompt, sanitary, and convenient 
disposal of combustible material in relatively 
Small quantities. 
The problems of sanitary and convenient dis 

position of disposable tissue are of quite general 
human experience. These and other problems 
and inconveniences are encountered in aggra 
Wated form in the disposal of catanenial devices. 
The inconveniences and embarrassment incident 
to such disposal are of common knowledge and 
are testified to by the frequent clogging of 
plumbing in homes, rest rooms, and other places 
frequented by the public. 
An object of the present invention is to alle 

viate this frequent clogging of plumbing fixtures 
and drainage pipes by the provision of an im 
proved means for disposing of catamenial de 
vices, disposable tissue, and other combustible 
material in relatively Small quantities. 
Another object is to provide an improved 

Compact incinerator adapted to be received be 
tween opposite Surfaces of a Supporting wall, par 
ticularly Walls of bathrooms, rest rooms, and the 
like. 
Another object is to provide a wall incinerator 

Suited for use in homes, stores, offices, and other 
buildings as well as trains, buses, and other means 
of conveyance, which readily admits and con 
Sumes disposable tissue and the like in sanitary 
and convenient manner. 
Another object is to provide a convenient, 

efficient, and Sanitary means for disposing of 
Catamenial devices. 
Another object is to provide a simple, safe, 

and effective means adapted to be built into a 
Supporting wall for disposing of combustible ma 
terial in relatively small quantities. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap 

parent in the further description in the speci 
fication. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front view of a device of the present 

invention shown mounted in a fragmentarily ill 
lustrated supporting wall. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a device embody 
ing the principles of the present invention, having 
a face-plate thereof removed to reveal normally 
concealed features of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 is a Section taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the device, having 

a portion of the side wall thereof removed to 
reveal relationships between internal elements 
of the incinerator and external elements thereof 
While Said elements are in normal position. 
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Fig. 5 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 

incinerator illustrating the insertion of cata 
menial devices into the Sane. 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 but showing 
the incinerator closed, the catamenial device 
positioned therein for dehydration and burning, 
and relative positioning of elements of the in 
vention at the initiation of Said dehydration and 
burning. 

Fig. 7 is similar to Figs. 5 and 6 but shows a 
relationship of elements of the incinerator near 
the completion of the combustion of the cata 
mential devices. 

Fig. 8 is a diagrammatic representation of 
an electrical circuit employed in the first form 
of the present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a second form of the present invention 
in which a continuously burning pilot light is 
employed to dehydrate and ignite combustible 
material. R 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary illustration of a Sup 
porting wall showing mounted therein a third 
form of the present invention. 

Referring in greater detail to the drawings: 
In Fig. 1, a supporting wall, in which the de 

vice of the present invention is mounted, is indi 
cated generally at 0. The wall preferably has 
sufficient thickness to receive and conceal the 
device of the present invention except for por 
tions thereof shown in full line in Fig. 1, and 
presently more fully described. In its most popu 
lar size, the device of the present invention is 
adapted to be received by a wall of conventional 
frame building. Such buildings are usually 
framed with two by four studs, usually 3% inches 
thick, and provide sufficient room for the device 
of the present invention. 
A substantially erect firebox fi, is shown in 

Figs. 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7, having a front wall 2, 
a rear wall 3, and oppositely disposed Side Walls 
4 and 5 respectively. The rear wall and side 

Walls are provided with insulation shields 6 of 
asbestos or other suitable material. To be re 
ceived by a wall of a frame building having 3% 
inch studs, the overall thickness of the firebox 
from the front of the front wall to the rear of 
the insulation of the rear wall is preferably 
slightly less than 3% inches. Attention is called 
to the conventional Spacing of studs 18 inches 
from center to center in walls of typical frame 
buildings which provides ample space for the 
firebox of the present invention which may be 
of any suitable Width for the purpose and may 
be mounted between the studs in spaced rela 
tion thereto. Such mounting is conveniently 
accomplished by means of ears 7 laterally ex 
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tended from the lower end portion of the firebOX 
as by screwing or bolting the ears to a transverse 
brace interconnecting adjacent studs in a Sup 
porting wall, such as a fire stop 8 of Fig. 1. 
An ash collecting drawer i3 is slideably pro 

provided in the lower end portion of the firebox 
and is preferably of a structure conveniently re 
moved for the dumping of ashes collected there 
in. The drawer is provided with a handle 28 
for purposes of convenience and has a plurality 
of air openings 2 formed therethrough to feed 
combustion occuring in the firebox, as Will pres 
ently be more fully explained. 
The upper end portion cf the firebox is 

preferably constricted as at 22 and provided 
With a vent pipe 23 extending upwardly there 
from for venting to the atmosphere. 
A substantially rectangular opening 3D is pro 

Wided in the front Wall 2 of the firebox near the 
upper end portion thereof. The opening is of a 
Size and shape adapted to receive catamenial 
devices and Smaller articies but not sufficiently 
large to invite the burning of large quantities of 
Combustible material in the incinei'ator. The 
opening is normally closed by means of a door 
3f pivotally mounted in the firebox near the 
upper edge of the opening for pivotal movement 
inWardly and upwardly of the firebox. The door 
is preferably provided with flanges 32 extended 
therefrom and overlaying the front wall in 
Wardly disposed the firebox. The fianges pro 
vide improved seating of the door in sealing re 
lation to the opening. 
A dehydrating and ignition element 35 is pro 

Vided in a Substantially horizontal position with 
in the firebox at a level below the opening 3 
and intermediate said opening and the ash 
dra Wer 9. The ignition element conveniently 
takes the form of an electrical heating element, 
as Shown in Fig. 3. The ignition element is 
mounted in any convenient manner as by wind 
ing a wire of electrical conducting but resisting 
material on clay cores 36 which preferably are 
in Spaced arrangement so that ashes may readily 
fall therethrough. 
A depressing or follow-up member 38 is piv 

otally mounted in the firebox as at 39, at a po 
Sition intermediate the ignition element 35 and 
the opening 3 for pivotal movement between a 
position overlaying the 
Shown in Fig. 4, and a Substantially erect posi 
tion adjacent the rear wall 3, as shown in dotted 
line in Fig. 5. The member 33 functions as a 
depressing means for urging combustible mate 
rial downwardly in continuous contact with the 
ignition element until consumed. The depress 
ing member is preferably formed of arms is ex 
tended from the pivotal mounting 39 and a trans 
Verse element 4 interconnecting the extended 
end portions of the arms and providing addi 
tional Weight tending to urge the member down 
Wardly. The depressing member is of an open 
Structure impeding combustion of any combus 
tible material in the incinerator to a minimum 
extent While urging said material downwardly 
toward the ignition element. To funnel coin 
bustible material downwardly onto the ignition 
element, flanges 42 are mounted on the side wallis 
14 and 5 and extended downwardly and in 
Wardly therefrom. 
AS previously mentioned, the door 3 is piv 

otally mounted in the firebox near the upper 
edge of the opening 35 for pivotal movement in 
Wardly and upwardly of the firebox. A hande 
43 is provided at the side 4 of the firebox in 

ignition element, as 
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4. 
controlling relation to the door and other ele 
ments of the present invention presently more 
fully described. Controlled interconnection of 
the handle and the door 3; is Conveniently a C 
complished by journaling a rod fig transversely 
in the firebox adjacent the upper edge of the 
opening. The door is fixedly mounted on the 
rod, as shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7. The handle is 
ringuinted in fixed radial relation to the rod in 
termediate its end portions, as by Squaring the 
rod where it extends beyond the firebox, form 
ing an opening in the handle of COimplementary 
configuration to the Squared end of the rod, 
and Securing the handle in fitted relation to Said 
end portion of the rod. Thus depressing of the 
handle Serves to open the door and release of 
the haide results in the closing of the door be 
cause of the weight thereof. The handle 3 is 
outwardly extended from the wall from the 
mounting 44 and also inwardly extended from 
Said mounting. To the end of providing more 
positive closing of the door, a helical tension 
Spiring 5 is interconnected to the in Wardly ex 
tended end portion of the handle and a position 
On the firebox downwardly and forwardly dis 
posed thereto, as at 6. Opening of the door puts 
the Spring under increased pressure which re 
SutS in a positive closing of the door upon re 
leaS0 of the handle and effective Sealing of the 
Opening 3. 
A translating an is is pivotally mounted. On 

the Side Wall of the firebox below the 
handle, as by a pivot bolt 3. The translating 
airin is provided with a plurality of OpeningS 49 
arranged in a pattern longitudinally thereof. 
ihe plurality of openings provide adjustable in 
terconnecting of the door 3 and the depressing 
nenber S8, as presently more fully described. 
The pivotal mounting 39 of the depressing 

neimber is extended outwardly through the Side 
wall 4. A Switch plate 5 is fixedly mounted 
On the pivotal mounting 39 to pivot thereWith 
relative to the firebox and thus to maintain con 
Stant angular relation. With the depreSSing mem 
ber 38, as shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6. A bracket 
stop f is secured to the firebox , as by Weld 
iing, and extended therefron below the SWitch 
plate. The stop functions as a rest for the 
SWitch plate and as a stop limiting downward 
IOWenent of Said SWitch plate. The Stop is po 
Sitioned to limit downward pivotal movement of 
the SWitch plate and thus of the depressing inem 
ber to a position for the member short of contact, 
with the ignition element. 
The inner end portion of the handle is prefer 

ably bifurcated. A push-pull rod 52 is pivotally 
connected to the bifurcated end portion of the 
handle and to the translating airin 4 by being 
bent outwardly and extended through an open 
ing 49 thereof. The push-pull rod is conveniently 
maintained in handle and translating arm en 
gagement by means of Spring clipS 53 engaged in 
annular grooves formed in its push-pull rod. It 
Will be clearly apparent that cotter keys, Screw 
threaded means, or other arrangements may be 
employed to maintain the engagement noted. 
The switch plate 5) preferably has a slot 54 

formed therein radially related to the pivotal 
mounting 39. It is apparent in FigS. 2, 4, 5, and 
6 that depressing of the handle 3 serves pivot 
ally to elevate the translating arm f. The piv 
Otal elevation is connunicated to the Switch 
plate 50 by means of a rod 5 upwardly extend 
ed through the elongated opening 56 of the Switch 
plate, the croSS arm of the T rod underlaying the 
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switch plate, and pivotal connection of the upper 
end of the T rod to the translating arm by eX 
tension through an opening 49 thereof. The T 
rod is thus slideably associated with the Switch 
plate providing positive pivotal elevation thereof 
upon depressing of the handle 43 and permitting 
the switch plate to return freely and independ 
ently to its original position upon release of the 
handle. The upper end of the T rod is main 
tained in translating arm engagement as by a 
spring clip 53, already described. 
An electrical switch 57 is mounted longitudi 

nally on the switch plate, as by means of an ad 
justable bracket 58. The switch is preferably re 
sponsive to attitude, a mercury switch of conven 
tional form being admirably Suited to the pur 
pose. The switch is adjustably positioned by its 
bracket 58 to maintain an attitude relative the 
switch plate 50 causing the switch to close when 
the depressing member 38, with which its SWitch 
plate is pivotally mounted, is elevated, as shown 
in Fig. 5, and to open, when the depressing mem 
ber is returned to normal position, as shown in 
Figs. 4 and 7. The ignition element 35 and the 
SWitch 5 are connected in electrical Series, aS 
shown in Fig. 8, with any suitable source of elec 
trical energy 59 by means of conducting wires 
60. The source of electrical energy may COI)- 
veniently take the form of an electrical lighting 
circuit of the building in which the incinerator 
is mounted. To provide indication of the acti 
wated and non-activated conditions of the igni 
tion element, a warning light 6 is wired in elec 
trical Series with Said ignition element and the 
Switch. 
The incinerator of the present invention is 

given a finished appearance by mounting a fac 
ing plate 62 in concealing relation to all of the 
incinerator except the handle 43, the door 3, 
the ash drawer f9, which are externally acces 
sible, and the pilot light 6 which is externally 
visible. The facing plate is preferably secured by 
cap screws 63 extended therethrough and screw 
threadedly engaged to the firebox. To accom 
modate pivotal movement of the handle, an elon 
gated slot 64 is formed in the facing plate. 

Operation 
Referring to Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 in the sequence 

given, the operation of the present device is clear 
ly apparent and is briefly Summarized as follows: 
In Fig. 4 the elements of the incinerator are 

shown in So-called normal position, the door 3 
in Sealing relation to the opening 30, the depress 
ing member 33 in its downward position over 
laying the ignition element 35, and the switch. 5 
opened by its attitude resulting from the down 
ward positioning of the Switch plate 5). 
The door 3 is opened by depressing the out 

wardly extended end portion of the handle 43, 
as by an operator 65, a catamenial device 66, or 
Other combustible material, is inserted through 
the opening 38. The depressing of the handle 
having served to pivot the depressing member 
upWardly, the incinerator is preconditioned for 
the reception of the catamenial device for burn 
ing by upward pivoting of the member 38 and 
the activation of the ignition element 35 in re 
Sponse to closing of the switch 57. The upward 
pivotal movement of the depressing member 38 
tips the Switch plate upwardly and the switch 57 
rearwardly, closing the switch and completing 
the electrical circuit shown in Fig. 8. As shown 
in Fig. 6, the catamenial device upon insertion 
descends in the firebox to the flanges 42 or 
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even to the ignition element 35 itself. In Such 
positions the catai?ienial device is in intimate 
proximity to the ignition element. Upon release 
of the handle 43, the door 3 is closed by gravity 
and by urging of the Spring 45 and seals the 
opening 30. Downward pivotal movement of the 
depressing member is initially precluded by the 
Catamenial device against which it is rested. 
The ignition element having been activated aS 

described, is brought to a high temperature. The 
heat generated by the ignition element causes a 
convectional current of warm dry air to rise 
through the firebox f f and to be exhausted 
through the vent pipe 23, the openings 2 in the 
ash drawer 9 admitting fresh air for the feeding 
of such convectional movement. This movement 
of warm dry air rapidly dehydrates the catamen 
ial device or any other combustible material that 
may be positioned in the firebox in a moist con 
dition. Continued activation of the ignition ele 
ment serves to ignite the catamenial device and 
to consume the same by combustion, the gases 
of combustion raising through the firebox also 
to be exhausted through the vent pipe. 
As the catarinenial device S6 is burned, the 

depressing member 33 rested thereon continues 
to urge it, downwardly toward the ignition ele 
ment, as shown in Fig. 7, aSSuring a continuous 
burning action, until the device is consumed. 
Upon completion of the consumption of said 
catamenia) device, the depressing member 
gravitationaily returns to position shown in Fig. 
4, pivoting the Switch plate 5 downwardly and 
opening the switch 57. Thus upon completion 
of its function of consuming the catamenial 
device, the ignition element is inactivated and 
no subsequent waste of electrical energy occurs. 

Second form of the present invention 
A. Second forg of the present invention is 

shown in Fig. 9 comprising a firebox 70 an ash 
drawer T, an inserting opening 2 formed in the 
firebox, a pivotally mounted door 73 in sealing 
relation to the opening, a depressing member 4, 
and cither elements duplicating the correspond 
ing eierinents of the first form of the invention 
already described and thus at this point not 
further discussed. In the second form, however, 
the switch 57 is onitted. For the ignition ele 
inent 35 shown in the first form of the present 
invention, a gas pilot, light 5 is Substituted. The 
pilot light is connected by a conduit is to any 
suitable source of combustible gas, not shown, 
and preferably is continuous burning. In this 
form of the present invention, the operation is 
the same as that heretofore described but with 
this exception, the pilot light provides a con 
tinuous Source of dehydrating and igniting heat 
and no mechanism for interrupting the same is 
provided, 
When the pilot light T3 is employed, it is found 

advailtageous to provide a grill 7 to support 
combustible material. The grill is preferably 
Supported in a Substantially horizontal position 
just above the pilot light as by brackets 78 
riveted to the firebox : ) or secured thereto in any 
other Suitable manner, as by welding. 

Third for in 
in Fig. 10 a third for in of the present inven 

tion is illustrated, wherein the incinerator of 
either the first form or second form, but with 
Glit an aski dra-Wer, is incorporated in a vent pipe 
89 of the type normally employed in venting 
plumbing fixtures. For clarity of illustration the 
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vent pipe is shown positioned between adjacent 
studs 8 and extending from a sewer 82 below 
a floor 83 upwardly for venting purposes. A 
firebox 84 of the type previously described is 
formed in an enlarged section of the vent pipe 
and is provided with an ignition element, either 
of the type 35 or 75 and elements appurtenant 
thereto already described. A facing plate 85, 
similar to facing plate 6i, is provided for the 
third form having an opening 86 formed therein 
through which a door 8, similar to the doors 3 
and 73 already described, is conveniently acces 
sible. A handle 88 is extended from the firebox 
84 of a form and arrangement Similar to the 
handle 43 for opening the door and for raising 
a depressing member, such as 38, already de 
scribed and not again shown or described at this 
point. The absence of an ash drawer of the type 
9 or 3 is to be noted. The firebox is preferably 

open at its lower end and ashes resulting from 
the burning of combustible material in the fore 
box are permitted to fall downwardly through the 
lower portion of the vent pipe into the sewer 82 
to be carried away by sewage flow therethrough. 
The incinerators of the present invention are 

compact and are conveniently built between op 
posite surfaces of walls such as those delineating 
bathrooms, rest rooms, and the like. The in 
cinerators are safe to employ in that they are 
insulated from adjacent structure and are of a 
capacity adapted to receive only relatively small 
quantities of combustible material. The struc 
tures are simple but effective in operation. The 
incinerators provide efficient and Sanitary means 
for disposing of catamenial devices and the like, 
thus obviating present known embarraSSment, 
inconvenience, and difficulty incident to the 
disposal thereof. The provision of incinerators of 
the present invention in the walls of public rest 
roons and the like have been found materially to 
reduce and in many instances completely to 
eliminate clogging of plumbing fixtures and 
drains incident to the disposal of Such devices 
therein. 
Although I have herein shown and described 

ny invention in What I have conceived to be the 
most practical and preferred embodiments, it is 
recognized that departures may be made there 
from within the scope of my invention, which is 
not to be limited to the details disclosed herein, 
but is to be accorded the full scope of the claims 
so as to embrace any and all equivalent devices. 

Having described my invention, what I clain as 
new and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A wall incinerator comprising a substantially 
erect firebox built into a Supporting Wall and 
insulated therefrom, having an opening accessible 
from externally of the wall through a wall of the 
firebox near the upper end portion of Said firebox, 
a door fitted in closing relation to the opening 
and pivotally mounted in the firebox, a vent for 
the firebox, an electrical ignition element provided 
in the lower portion of the firebox, a depressing 
member pivotally mounted in the firebox at a level 
between the ignition element and the opening for 
movement between a position overlaying the igni 
tion element and a Substantially erect position 
adjacent a Wall of the firebox, an externally acces 
sible handle pivotally mounted on the firebox in 
unitary relation with the door for opening and 
closing the Same, an electrical switch operably 
Connected to the depressing member whereby up 
Ward pivotal movement of the member closes the 
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8 
switch and return of the member to origiitial posi 
tion opens said switch, an energizing circuit for 
the ignition means including the SWitch and a 
source of electrical energy, and lever means inter 
connecting the handle and the depressing mem 
ber whereby manipulation of the handle to Open 
the door pivots the depressing member upwardly 
to receive combustible material between Said 
member and the ignition means closing the SWitch, 
and whereby, upon release of the handle, the door 
is closed and the depressing member is rested 
upon the combustible material and returned to 
original position upon consumption of Said ma 
terial. 

2. A wall incinerator comprising a substantially 
erect firebox having a front wall, a rear wall, and 
Side Walls interconnecting Said front and real 
walls in Spaced relation adapted to fit between 
opposite surfaces of a Supporting Wall and to be 
concealed thereby, said front wall having an ex 
ternally accessible opening provided in the upper 
portion thereof; a door fitted in closing relation 
to the opening and pivotally mounted on the front 
wall of the firebox; a spring urging the door into 
closing relation to the opening; a vent for the 
firebox; an electrical ignition element provided 
in the lower end portion of the firebox; an ash 
tray removably positioned in the firebox below 
the ignition element; a depressing member 
mounted on the rear wall of the firebox at a level 
between the ignition element and the opening in 
the front Wall for pivotal movement between a 
position overlaying the ignition element and a 
Substantially erect position adjacent the rear 
Wall; Stops borne by the firebox limiting down 
Ward pivotal movement of the depressing member 
to a position Short of contact with the ignition 
element; a handle pivotally mounted on the side 
Wall externally of the firebox and having control 
ling connection with the door for opening and 
closing the Same; an electrical Switch borne by 
the side wall on which the handle is mounted and 
Operably connected to the depressing member 
Whereby upWard pivotal movement of the member 
closes the switch and return of the member to 
down Ward position opens the Switch; an energiz 
ing circuit for the ignition means including the 
Switch and a Source of electrical energy; and 
lever means interconnecting the handle and the 
depreSSing member Whereby manipulation of the 
handle to open the door simultaneously pivots the 
depressing member upwardly to receive combus 
tible material between said depressing member 
and the ignition means resulting in closing of the 
Switch and whereby, upon release of the handle, 
the door is closed by the Spring, the depressing 
member is rested upon the combustible material 
and pivoted downwardly as the combustible ma 
terial is consumed until substantially all thereof 
is consumed at which position of the depressing 
member the switch is opened. 
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