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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Docror FRANKLIN
Or1ver: a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Oakland, in the county of Ala-
meda and State of California, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in

‘Auto-Door Latches, of which the following

is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in aufomobile door
latches Yand the primary object of the in-
vention is to-provide a latch which entirely
¢liminates mortising or any. cutting of the
door in applying the latch.

A further object of the invention is to

* provide a latch operated by a single hand
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engaging member which latter projects
above the top of the door and may thus be as
cusily operated from the interior as well as
exterior of the car.

Further, the invention alms to provide a
strueture in which the Iatch may be locked,
hy slamming the door, without such move-
ment affecting the actuator employed in
opening the latch.

Still further, the invention aims to pro-

“vide a latch structure which may be posi-

tioned at a point midway between the top
and bottom of the door, so as to more effec-
tively and firraly hold the door in locked
position.

The invention is also directed to attain
simple, and economical construction of the
parts and antirattling of the latch in use.

In the drawings: , :

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing the
invention applied to the inner side of a
door, the body of the auto being shown in
section;

Fig. 2 is a’vertical sectional view of
Fig. 1; :

Fig. 3 is a section oh the line 3—3 of
Fig. 2; .

Fig. 4 is a side elevation, pagtly in section
showing a form of the invention adapted
for use with doors of closed cars;

Fig. 5 is a section on the line 5—5 of
Tig. 1; . _

Fig. 6 is a front elevation of the door
knob shown in Fig. 4;

Fig. 7isa detail view showing the keeper
or striking plate in top plan and a fragment
of the auto body in section; and .

Tig. 8 is a perspective view of the keeper.

In proceeding in accordance with the
present invention, a face plate 1 is em-
ployed which is attached to the outer verti-
cal edge of the deor 2 without cutting or
mortising the latter in any way whatsoever.
The face plate is formed with a stem 8] and
with an opening, 4, which latter communi-
cates with cut-out parts 5 and 6 at its oppo-
site sides, as depicted more clearly in Fig. 3
of the drawings.

- Fhe stem 3 1s hollow and receives therein

a rod or shaft T which latter is formed with
a Tight angnlar arm 8 so as to cqnstitute a
rocking actuator for a latch pawl 9, the
latter being rotatably mounted on rod 7 and
disposed within opening 4 and in ascut-out
part 8’ formed in the stem 3. The latch
pawl 9 is provided- witl. a pair of spaced
teeth 10 aud is formed at one end with a
cut-out part 11 in, which is received a shrew
12 (¥igs. 2 and 3) the screw being projected
into and carried by the rod 7. A coil spring
13 is located within the cut-out part 6 of
plate 1 and surrounds the rod 7, one end
of the spring bearing against the rear face
of plate 1 while the other end of the spring
is projected into an aperture 14 providea
therefor in an end of the pawl.

The present invention further involves a
keeper 15 which is secured’in a cut-out pro-
vided therefor, in the jamb of the body 16
as depicted in Fig. 1. This keeper is pref-
erably of U-form in cross-section and is
formed with slots 17 receiving screws 18 so
as to allow the keeper to be adjustably se-
cured in proper position for accurate inter-
engagement with the pawl latch teeth 10 for
whieh purpose the upper member 20 of the
keeper is formed with a pair of spaced slots
19 adapted to receive the teeth 10. This
adjustment of the keeper also allows posi-
tioning of the latter so as to prevent rat-
tling between same and the pawl

The npper member 20 is beveled at 21 so
that when the teeth 10 engage therewith
(Fig. 2) the action will be one of turning
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angles therefrom zad ve- receive said member and formed fo be en- 10

1 aald slots. siged by the latch pawl
10, In a door latch, 2 member for mount- in testimony whereof I affix my signature
ing on the door, a rocking lever borme by in the presence of {wo witnesses.
the member, a spring sctuated lateh pawl DOCTOR FRANKLIN OLIVER

rotatably mounted on ssid rocking lever,

means for limiting the relative rotation of ~ Witnesses:

the lever and pawj‘, and an inclined kesper Fawwe MaxNpmreaod,
for monnting on.the door jamb adapted to Axwmrrs Marmzan,



