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The present invention relates to a water ski handle and
reel for the tow rope between a boat and a water skier
pulled thereby.

At the present time, in water skiing, a great deal of
difficulty is encountered by reason of the tow rope be-
coming fouled in the propeller of the tow boat as the
Tope is played out to a suitable length to position the
water skier a desired distance in relation to the tow boat.
The present inventicn is directed to a device which serves
the dual purpose of functioning as a handle which may
be connected to a ski rope whereby the skier can be
puiled along behind a tow boat, the handle also func-
tioning as a reel whereby the ski rope can be unreeled
to thereby aid in inhibiting the tow rope from becoming
fouled in the propeller of the boat.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
ski handle censtruction of relatively simple design which
incorporates means whereby the handle functions as a
reel to unreel the line which tows the skier whereby
fouling of the tow rope is inhibited.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention
will become more readily apparent from the considera-
tion of the following description and drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the handle of the
present invention when the tow line or tow rope is
wrapped on the handle when not in use;

FIG. 2 is a view somewhat similar to FIG. 1 but ilius-
trates the handle in position when ready for unreeling of
the rope;

FiG. 3 is a perspective view showing the ski handle with
the ski rope uareeled;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of one of the
members on one end of the ski handle and illustrating the
ski handle in dotted lines;

FIG. 5 is a side view of another form of the ski handle;
and,

FIG. 61s a partial view of a ski handle showing an aiter-
nate means of securing the ski rope to the ski handle.

Attention is directed to FIG. 1 of the drawings wherein
it will be noted that a ski rope 2 is illustrated as being
reeled on the handle designated generally at 3. When
the rope 2 is reeled on the handle 3 as illustrated in FIG.
1 of the drawings, the ski rope can be easily stored when
not in use.

“In FIG. 3 of the drawings, the ski handle designated
generally at 3 is shown as including a tubular elongated
body 4 which is provided at each of its ends 5 and 6
with members 7 and 8 thereon. The members 7 and 8
include tubular body portions 7a and 84 and anmular and
radially extending portions 9 and 1€ integrally formed
on each of the body portions 72 and 84 and which define
shoulders whereby the rope 2 may be recled on the tubu-
lar body 4 of the handle 3 between the portions ¢ and
18 as illustrated in FIG. 1 of the drawings.

When the rope is reeled on the handle as shown in FIG.
1, the straps 13 and 14 may be each positioned through
the loop 15 in the end of the rope, and thereafter the
straps 13 and 14 secured together by means of the snaps
17 and 18 which are located at suitable positions on each
of the straps 13 and 14. The straps 13 and 14 are each
respectively swiveled at opposite ends of the tubular body
4 and when it is desired to unreel the rope, the straps
13 and 14 may be unsnapped and removed from the loop
15 and thereafter secured together by means of the snaps
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adjacent each of their ends as illustrated at 19 in FIG. 2
whereby the straps 13 and 14 form a loop 28 for holding
the tubular body 4 while the rope 2 is unreeled there-
from.

In FIG. 4 of the drawings the construction of the
member 8 is illustrated in greater detail, and it will be
noted that the member 8 is shown as including a tubular
body 8a which is adapted to be telescopically and snugly
received over one of the ends of the body 4 illustrated in
the dotted line. The straps 13 and 14 are each swiveled
at their respective ends at the adjacent end of the body
4 by any suitable means such as that illustrated at 23.
In the form of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, -
the straps are secured at each end of the body 4 by being
swiveled to the outer end of the tubular body 84. This
permits free rotation of the body 4 relative to the loop 28
formed by the connected straps i3 and 14. The swivel
23 is of a design well known in the art, and it is be-
lieved unnecessary to give a detailed description thereof.
It may be secured by any suitable means such as the
bolt 24 and nut 25 to the tubular body 7a 2nd 8a of
members 7 and 8, whereby it may be easily replaced if
and when necessary. An opening 25 is provided in the
body 8a, and coincides with an opening 27 extending
through the body 4 at each end thereof whereby a bridle
28 of the ski rope may be secured to the handle. When
the rope 2 is to be reeled up on the body 4, each side
of the bridle may be fed through the groove 3¢ in the
shoulder 9 and 1¢ of each of the members 7 and 8 and
the rope thereafter reeled on the tubular body 4. The
construction of member 7 and its arrangement on the
handie 4 is similar to that described with regard to the
member 8.

In FIG. 5 of ihe drawings another form of the tubular
body 4 is illustrated wherein an elongated body 4’ is
provided which has the semi-spherical members 7’ and 8’
thereon. It will be noted that each of the members 7’ and
8’ telescopically fit over each end of the tubular body
4, and are ealarged to provide a portion 9’ and 10’ re-
spectively which define a shoulder whereby the ski rope
illustrated at 2 may be reeled on the handle. In this form
of the invention the straps 13 and 14 are swiveled directly
to the handle as illustrated generally by the numerals
36 and permit free rotation of the tubular body 4 relative
to the siraps i3 and 14 when they are connected as previ-
ously described to form a’loop 26 whereby the ski rope
2 may be unreeled. If desired, a suitable covering such
as illustrated at 37 may be provided on the tubular body
4 as shown in FIG. 5 of the drawings.

In FIG. 6 of the drawings, it will be noted that the ski
rope 2 is connected through the body 4’ between the sur-
faces or shoulders 9 and 19’, whereas in the FIG. 5
modification the rope 2 is illustrated as extending through
openings 38 in the body 4’ between the surface portions
%" and 16" and extending along the hollow body 4.

When the rope is unresled and it is then desired to use
the handle 4 whereby a water skier may be towed along
on the surface of the water, the straps 13 and 14 may be
wrapped around the members 7 and 8 as illustrated in
FIG. 3 of the drawings and secured with snap means
48 to hold them in position until it is desired to reel the
rope on the handle 4. Snap means 49 are also provided on
members 7’ and 8’ as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.

As previously noted, a great deal of difficulty has been
encountered in water ski tow lines in that the tow lines
become fouled in the propeller of the boat as the tow
line is played out to position the water skier behind the
beat. The present invention overcomes this problem in
that the loop 26 formed by the connected straps 33 and
14 may be positioned on the shoulder or engaged with
the arm of the water skier and as the water skier moves



3,011,734

3

rearwardly of the boat, the line may be kept taut, or at
Ieast-up out of the surface of the water and away from
the vicinity of the plonullvr to thereby inkibit fouling of
the line.

Of course, the hanale body 4 while being referred to as
mbular, rqev be formed of & solid rod, as shown in FIG,
6. Additionally, the handle comnstruction of the present
invention enables the tow line to be stored directly on the
handle when not in use.

it should be noted that the members 7 and 8 of the
present invention are particularly suited for use with any
ordinary water ski handle well known in the art. Such
handles are usuzally made of wood and are relatively in-

xpensive. In using the members 7 and 8 with such a
handle, the member 7 would be slipped or fitted on one
end of the ski handle and the member § on the other.

If the ski tow rope or bridls is connected to the body
4 as shown in FIGS. 1-4 of the drawings, then of course,
it will be disconnected when the members 7 and 8 are
positioned on the ends of the body 4 and thereafter the
bridle or rope will be secured through the members 7 and
8 and through openings 27 in the body. This will also
aid in keeping members 7 and 8 on the body during use.

The portions 7a and &a of the members 7 and 8 may be
constructed  of rubber or other suitable material which
would fit tightly on the ordinary ski handle, and which
will be buoyant in water tc help keép the handle afloat
when it falls in the water.

Broadly, the present invention relates to a ski handle,
and more particularly to.a water ski handle which func-
tions also as the reel for unreeling the rope and for
storing it when not in use.

What is claimed is:

1. A water ski rope handle and reel including an elon-
gated body, an annular enlargement on-each end of said
body defining a space therebetween for reeling and stor-
age of ski rope, flexible straps swiveled at each end of
said body, snaps secured on each of said straps whereby
they may be connected together to form a loop, opening
means in said body for conmecting a ski rope on said
body, said straps and loop formed thereby cooperating
with said body to permit unreeling of the ski rope as the
user moves away from a boat to inhibit fouling of the
ski rope and snaps secured on each of said annular en-

-largements ‘whereby said flexible straps may be secured
thereto when the rope is unreeled.

2. A water ski handle and reel for storage and unreel-
ing of ski rope including an elongated body which may be
grasped by a water skier, a rope connected to said body
whereby thé skier may be towed by a boat, a bridle for
connecting said rope to said body, a member positioned
at each end of said elongated body and having a portion
thereon defining an annular shoulder whereby the ski rope
may be reeled up on said body between said shoulders,
said elongated body having an opening in each end there-
of for receiving one end of said bridle, each of said mem-
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bers ‘ms-tfoned at each end of said elongated body haVlﬂU
an opening therein coinciding with oné of said openings
in each end of said elongate ed body alsc for réceiving osie
end of said bridis, and means pe;mxttmc the ski rope to
be usireeled as the skier moves to position behind the boat
to thereby inhibit fouling of the ski rope.

3. A water ski handle and reél for storage and unreel-
ing of ski rope including an elongated body which may
be grasped by a water skier, a rope conngcted to said ’oody
whereby the skier may be towed by a boat, a member
positioned at each end of said elongated body and having
a portion thereon defining an annular shoulder whereby

the ski rope may be reeled up on said body between said
shoulders, means permitting the ski rope to be unresled
as the skier moves to position behind the boat to thereby
inhibi; fouling of the ski rope, and said means including,
straps swiveled at sach end of said body, snaps secured

_on said straps whereby said straps may be connected to-

gether to form a continucus band from one end of said
body to the othér, said band enabling said body tc rotats
relative thereto whereby the ski rops may be umreeled,
and additional snaps on said members at each end of said
body whereby said straps may be secured thereto when
the rope is uareeled.

4, The combination recited in claim 3 wherein said
members at each end of said body telescopically engage
said body and wherein the ski rope extends therethrough
and said shoulders on said members having uncmncs
therein whereby the ski rope may be reeied on sar‘ body
beiween said shoulders.

5. The combination recited in claim 3 whersin the ski
rope is secured to said body between said shoulders

6. An adapter to be positioned on each end of a water
ski handle including a tubular body, an annular radially
extending enlargement on one end of said body, a flexible
strap swiveled at one end of szid body and adapted to be
wrapped around said body, and snaps securcd ‘on said
flexible strap whereby said strap may be connected to-a
similar flexible strap whereby a loop may be formed.

7. The structure recited in claim 6, including opening

~means in said tubular body adapted to coincide with an

opening means in the water ski handle for connecting a
ski rope on said body:

8. The structure recited in claim 2, wherein each of
said annular shoulders has a groove therein adapted to
receive one side of said bridle whereby said bridle may
be fed through said groove and said bridle may be reeled

- on said elongated body.
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