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This invention relates to switch actuators and 
more particularly to an actuator to enable a child 
to Operate a standard light switch. 

In the home, light switches are placed in the 
wall at an elevation which is convenient for 
adults. Small 2hildren, so called toddlers, there 
fore can not reach the switch to turn on the light 
and as a result are likely to trip and fall in the 
dark. One object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a switch actuator applicable to a standard 
wall light switch to enable a small child to oper 
ate the Switch. Another object is to provide a switch actuator 
which is readily applied to the face plate of a 
Standard wall Switch, and which will be simple 
to use and economical to manufacture. Further objects will become apparent upon 
considering the following specification, which, 
when taken in connection with the accompany 
ing drawing illustrates two forms of the inven 
tion. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of an ordinary 

lever action snap Switch used in home lighting 
circuits, showing the actuator comprising the 
present invention in place thereon; 

Fig. 2 is a view partly in cross-section on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1 showing details of the actuator; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of a push 
button type of domestic light switch, showing a 
modified form of actuator included in the present 
invention in place thereon; Fig. 4 is a view partly in cross-section taken on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 3 showing the modified form 
of actuator; and w 
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Fig. 5 is a Cross-section on the line 5-5 of Fig. 4 . 
showing the modified form of actuator. 

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2 which show a 
lever type of home lighting switch O mounted in 
a wall box f. The switch 0 has a retaining 
piece 2 secured on the outer edge thereof which 
positions the switch O in the box fi, by means 
of Screws 3 which pass through the outer ends 
of the retaining piece f2 and are secured in the 
rim of the box . 
A face plate 4 covers the open end of the 

switch 0 and fits flush on the wall 5. The face 
plate 4 is normally secured in position by means 
of screws 6 which pass through the face plate 
f4 and engage threaded holes in the retaining 
piece 2. In a standard switch the screws having 
flat heads fit into countersunk recesses in the 
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placed by longer screws 6 having heads with a 
flat rear face, such as round head screws. 
The switch has an actuating lever 7 which 

projects through the face plate and moves on a 
pivot to an "on' position and an 'off' position. 
The secondary actuator which forms the sub 

ject matter of the present invention comprises 
a piate 20 having an aperture 2 therein which 
receives the switch levers 7, and a pair of spaced 
alined apertures 22, 22 through which the screws 
6 pass. The plate 20 is held spaced from the 

face plate 4 by spacer sleeves 24-24 against 
which the plate 20 abuts and which have reduced 
ends 25 extending through the apertures 22-22 
against which the screws 6 abut, to give free 
rectilinear movement to the plate 20 while clamp 
ing the face plate 4 securely in place. 
A stick 26 or other compression resisting mem 

ber is loosely secured on a pivot 27 to the lower 
end of the plate 20 and extends downwardly to a 
point within the easy reach of a small child. 
To operate the light switch a child wishing to 

turn on the light grips the stick 26 and moves it 
either up or down. The movement of the stick 
26 is transmitted to the plate 20 which moves up 
or down guided by the screws 6. The edges of 
the aperture 2 f engage the switch lever 7 to 
transmit the motion of the plate 20 to the lever 
7 and actuate the switch. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figs. 3, 

4 and 5, for use with the push button type of 
switch, a plate 30 is secured to the face plate 4 
by the screws f6'. The plate 30 has ears 3 which 
turn outwardly and pivotally receive an actuat 
ing lever 32. The actuating lever has arms 
33-33 which engage the two buttons 34-34 of 
the conventional push button SWitch. A stick 
or other compression resisting member 35 is piv 
otally attached to the outer end of the lever 32 
on a pin 36. To operate the light switch a child grips the 
stick 35 and by moving it up or down causes the 
lever 32 to rotate on its pivot 37 which causes the 
arms 33-33 to press one of the buttons 34 to 
actuate the switch. It will be noted that in both forms of the in 
wention the screws 6' serve to secure both plates 
20-30 and the face plates 4-4 in position and 
that the screws 6 pass through the holes pro 
vided in the standard Switch for securing the face 
plates, Having thus described the invention it is real 
ized that it is susceptible to various changes and 
modifications and it is not therefore desired to 

plate 4. In this invention these screws are re-limit the invention to the precise forms herein 
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shown and described but only by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed as new and desired to secure by Letters Patentis: 
1. For a light switch having a retaining strip 

with a pair of spaced threaded holes therein, a 
face plate having apertures therethrough in 
alinement with said threaded holes and a pri 
mary switch actuator projecting through said 
face plate, a secondary actuator structure adapted 
to be mounted on the switch without removing 
or reversing said face plate comprising a second 
ary actuator having elongated apertures therein 
and an aperture receiving said primary switch, 
spacing means projecting through said elongated 
apertures and forming guides for said secondary 
actuator, a pair of screws for securing said spac 
ing means against said face plate and the face 
plate in assembled position and passing through 
the apertures in said face plate and the threaded 
holes of Said strip, and means On said secondary 
actuator to enable the primary switch actuator 
to be moved from a point remote therefrom and 
within the reach of a toddler. 

2. For a light switch having a retaining strip 
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with a pair of spaced threaded holes therein, a 
face plate having apertures therethrough in 
alinement with said threaded holes, and a pri 
mary switch actuator projecting through said 
face plate, a secondary actuator structure adapt 
ed to be mounted on the switch without removing 
or reversing said face plate comprising an actu 
ator member having spaced slots therein and an 
aperture receiving said primary switch actuator, 
a pair of apertured spacers having reduced por 
tions projecting through said slots to guide said 
secondary actuator, a pair of screws having heads 
engaging the reduced ends of said spacers and 
passing through the apertures in said spacers and 
said face plate and into said threaded holes to 
clamp said spacers against the face plate and the 
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face plate in assembled position, said actuator 
member being loosely mounted between said 
Spacers and the heads of said screws, Said actu 
ator member having an extension to enable the 
primary switch actuator to be moved from a point 
remote therefrom and within the reach of a toddler, 

EAR, W. TREDEAU. 


