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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFI.CE.,
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IMPROVEMENT IN LIFE-BOATS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 151,767, dated June 9, 1874 ; application filed
: September 17, 1873.

To all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK J, FACKRELL,

of Belleville, State of New Jersey, have in-
vented a Life and Safety Boat, of which the
following is a specification; :
* The nature of my invention relates to an
improvement in life-boats; and it consists in
the arrangement and combination of parts,
which will be more fully deseribed hereafter.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my boat.
Fig. 2 is a horizontal section of the same.
Fig. 3 is a plan view, and Tig. 4 is a vertical
eross-section, of my invention. '

a represents the boat, of any desired shape-

or construction, having the well b made through
its center, in the usual manner. Connected to
the operating-levers ¢ ave the sliding rods d,

which have the weights e secured to their

- lower ends, so as to act as ballast to the boat.
By means of these levers and sliding rods the
ballast. can be raised or lowered at will, so as
to suit the condition of the water. In order
to prevent the well from impeding the motion
of the boat, a number of tubes, g, are placed
in each end of the boat, which allows the
water from the well to pass freely out. The
boat is divided by the partition % intotwo com-
partments, the lower one, 4, of which forms an
air-chamber, while the upper one, j, forms the
compartment for the passengers. This upper

compartment is covered over by a water-tight

deck, through which are made the openings /,
throiugh which the upper part of the bodies of
the passengers projects. Inorder not only to
keep the water from getting into the boat
around the bodies of the passengers, but to
assist in holding the passengers in the boat,
around the top of each opening I is secured a
rubber safety-dress, 1, which passes up around
the passenger’s body, and forms a water-tight
joint as near as possible. These safety-dresses
are made elastic, so that the passengers can
stand up, and have a comparatively free move-
ment without the trouble of having constantly
to adjust or fasten and unfasten them. One of
the openings ! at each end of the boat may
be used as @ storage-room for water and pro-
visions, if so desired. Over the top of the
well g is placed a grating, 2, upon which ar-
ticles may be stored, or upon which passen-
gers, in case of necessity, may be placed.

Having thus described my invention, T
claim— _

In combination with the boat a, having the
openings ! through its top, the safety-dress 1,
substantially as shown.

FRANK J, FACKRELL.

‘Witnesses: :

JoHN H. MAINE,
H. HAMMOND.




