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This invention relates to impr_dveme_nts in
stacking fixtures and has for its primary
object the provision of simple yet eflicient

means for effecting the stacking or nesting-

5 of lamp shades whereby said shadés may be
compactly assembled  for transportation,
storage or display purposes in such a man-
iler as to ceccupy but a minimum of space and
be spaced relatively in order to minimize the
possibility of damage thereto. :

- Tt is the common practice in the merchan-
dising of lamp shades used in connection with
floor and other. types of lamps to place such
shades, when the same are of approximately
.the same dimensions, in a grouped or nested
relationship, in order that a large number of

1

<

1

(34

the shades may be retainedin but a minimum’

. of storage space.” Such nesting of the shades
frequently results in scratching, creasing or
=Y otherwise marring or injuring-the same with
consequent  economic loss to the merchant
handling the same and, therefore, in accord-

- ance with the present invention, I provide a
stacking -or spacing fixture by which said
lamp shades may be assembled one on the
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other'and yet maintained in such spaced rela--

tionship as to prevent injury or damage to

the shades so assembled. o
.n It 1is another object of the invention to pro-

vide a fixture of the character specified which

is of such form as to permit of the convenient
removal of any one shade from a group of
nested shades in a convenient and expeditious

5 manner and without disturbing materially
the nested relationship of the group. .-

For a further understanding of the inven-
tion, reference is to be had to the following
description and the accompanying drawing
wherein ' ' v

Fig. 1isa view in vertical section of a shade
stacking fixture formed in-accordance with -

- the present invention; .
Fig. 2 is an elevation thereof;

through several nested lamp shades and dis-
closing the operating positions of the fixtures
in the assembly; , .

Fig.4 is a detail horizontal sectional view
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3;

Tig. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken

(699
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of a slightly modi-
fied form of fixture, . = -
‘Referring more particularly to the draw-
ing, the nameral 1 designates my improved
shade stacking fixtire in its entirety. Pref--08.

“erably, this fixture comprises a substantially

cylindrical body 2 formed from any désired
material such as metal, wood, or molded com-
position..” The body 2 has provided therein a-
longitudinally - extending socket -3 “which 60
opens to the upper end 4 of said body. In-
termediately of its length, the body has in-
tegrally formed therewith an annular lateral-
ly projecting flange 5, while the lower end
of the body terminates in an extension 6 of-65
lesser diameter than the diameter of the body
2 in order that the extension may be received
within the. socket of a Iower complemental
fixture. - . S
In the use of the invention, as shown in Fig. ‘10
3, the lamp shades @, & and ¢ are assembled
in nested relationship with the spacing fix-
tures arranged between them to prevent con-

tact between adjoining portions or surfaces

of the grouped shades. Fach shade com-- T8
prises the usual standard receiving ring 7 lo-
cated in the upper axial portion of each shade,-
and connected with the ring are radially ex-
tending supporting wires 8, which have their
outer ends connected with circular wires 9 .80
to - which the upper edge portions of the shade

~coverings-are connected. - A fixture 1 is po-

sitioned in the ring 7 of the lowermost shade
@, so that the bottom portion of its flange 5
rests upon the upper surface of the ring 7. 85 -
The bottom. fixture of the assembly is-indi-
cated by the letter ¢. The next fixture, indi-

“cated at ¢, is then positioned with its exten-

sion 6 received in the socket 8 of the fixture.

-The shade b is then positioned over the shade 90

¢ until the Iowermost surface of the ring 7
of the shade b contacts with the upper. sur-
faces of the flange 5 of the fixture ¢, the body
2 of the fixture serving to prevent any lateral

shifting of the shade on the fixture assembly. 95

A third fixtare f is then positioned in the fix-
ture ¢ and the shade ¢ is positioned thereon as
described in relation to the positioning of the
shade & on the fixture e. - In this manner, one

shade may be placed on the other in any de- 100
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‘sales and other purposes.
that lamp shades, although they vary wide-

2

sired number and yet each shade will be ef-
fectively spaced from adjoining shades to
avoid marring, scratching or in any way in-
juring the decorative surfaces of the shades
by reason of handling when in such grouped
order. 'The group of nested shades may be
separated where desired to permit of the se-
lected withdrawal of any one shade. Forex-
ample, if the shade b were to be removed from
a dozen or more nested shades, it. will be ob-
served that by elevating the group of shades
from ¢ and above, the shade b could readily
be removed from its connection with the fix-
ture e without disturbing the grouped order
of the removed shades.-

The present invention is especially advan-

tageous in establishments where large quan-
tities of lamp shades ave belng d]splayed for
It is well known

ly in price, are of fragile construction and
In-many mst‘mccﬁ are quite costly. Great
care has usually been exercised in the past by
sales clerks or (mher% having them in charge,
to prevent injury to indivi idual shades in or-
derto avoid loss in their predetermined sales

ralue.  However, in spite of such precau-

tions, many of such fragile shades have been -

ruined or injured especially by handling
when in nested relationship or by the mere
weight of the shades pressing on one another.
I have found that by using the fixture com-
prising the present. invention, these losses

~have been greatly reduced, shade injuries

minimized and in addition considerable con-

- venience is afforded in the facility with which
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the nested or grouped shades may be handled.
In Fig. 5, a form of the fixture has been
illustrated Wherem the flange 5 has been

ing a longitudinally -

1,916,755

omitted and the body 2a is of uniform di-

ameter throughout its length. In this form
of the mventlon the shade ring 7 rests upon
the upper sur face of the body 2a, and the ex-
tension 6¢ is used as a centering means for the
shade. It is also obvious that. the fixture is
subject to further modification and therefore
I do not desire to be limited to the specific
disclosures above set forth and illustrated but
reserve the right to employ such variations
of my invention that may be said to fall fair-
1y within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. As anew article of manufacture, a lamp
shade spacing fixture comprising a cylindri-
cal body having a longitudinally extending
axially disposed socket formed therein -open-
ing to one end of said body, a positioning
ﬂdn% extending peuphelally and laterally

from said body at g point intermediate of’
its ends; and an extension of reduced di-

ameter formed at one end: with said body
angd, 1e‘ermeL Wl,thm the socket of an ad-
joining fixture..

2. Aganewar ticle of nianufact ure, a lamp.

shade spacing fixture comprising a body hav-
Atendmo axially dis-
poaod socket formed ther ein. opening to one
end of said body, a positioning flange extend-

ing ps uph"! ally and later ‘1111,7 from s oald body

at a point intermediate of its ends, and an
extension of reduced diameter formed at one
end with said body and recelvable within
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Tho socket of an adjoining similar fixture, -

said ﬂdng serving as a seat for the center
ring of a lamp shade frame. .
In testimony whereof T affix my olonature

RU‘TH‘ L. DOWDELL,

100

105

110

115

120

125

130



