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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN MULDOON, OF LAKEWO0OD, RHODE ISLAND, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO RALPH C.
GARLAND, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND. :

STAMP OR LABEL AFFIXING MACHINE,

1,007,595,

Application filed January 20, 1911.

To_all whom it may concern:

Be it known “that I, Jomnx Murpboox, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Lakewood, in the county of Kent and State
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Stamp or Label
Affixing Machines, of which the following
is a specification.

The purpose of this invention is to pro-
vide an improved construction of that type
of machines designed particularly for ap-
plying stamps to envelops mechanically.

The invention resides particularly in the
provision of a mechanism for performing
the desired functions necessary in the prac-
tical embodiment of a machine of the above
type, and which mechanism has been de-
signed with a special view to simplicity and
efficiency.

For a full understanding of the present
invention, reference is to be had to the fol-
lowing description and to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— ‘

Figure 1 is a side view of a machine em-

bodying the invention, the major portion of |

the figure being in section to bring out the
interior arrangement of parts; I ig. 2 is an
end view showing the portion of the casing
carrying the plunger, in section; Fig. 8 is a
horizontal sectional view taken about on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a fragmen-
tary sectional view showing the stamp de-
livery means arranged in the position as-
sumed thereby just as the stamp is being

> delivered and applied to the envelop; Fig. 5

Is a fragmentary sectional view taken about
on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1; Fig. 6 is a sec-
tional view of the moistening appliance;
Fig. 7 is a transverse section of the stamp
delivery guide member; Fig. 8 is a frag-
mentary view showing the operating handle
and pointer associated therewith, whereby
the feeding dogs are reversed.

Throughout the following detail descrip-

- tion and on the several figures of the draw-

ings similar parts are referred to by like
reference characters.
Specifically describing the preferred em-

~bediment of the invention, 1 denotes a suit-
able casing adapted to inclose the stamps

and the delivery mechanism therefor, said
casing being provided with a door 2 at one
side, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, said door
being preferably hinged at its lower end
so that it may be readily opened to permit
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of access to the mechanism of the machine
for any desired purpose and to facilitate the
placing of the rolls or ribbons of stamps in
place.

At one end of the casing 1 is provided an go
extension 1 in which is mounted the verti-
cally movable plunger 3, normally held at

_the upper limit of its movement by means

of a coiled spring 4. The lower end of the
plunger 3 carries a head 5 designed to en- g5
gage the stamp delivered by the machine by
depression of the plunger and to apply the
stamp by pressure to an envelop 6 when the
latter is placed in the position shown in
Fig. 4. The plunger 3 has rigidly secured 7
thereto a carrier frame comprising a hori-
zontal arm 7 and a vertical arm 8 projecting
downwardly from the arm 7 infermediate
its ends. Supported at the lower end of
the vertical arm 8 is a horizontal guide 75
member 9, the upper and lower sides of
which constitute guides in contact with
which the stamps fed in separate ribbons 10
and 11 are adapted to operate.

.The ribbons of stamps'shown at 10 and 11 g
are adapted to unwind from rolls 12 and

13 respectively, the post offices at the present

time supplying these stamps in rolls of five
hundred or more. . The guide member 9 is
provided upon its upper and lower surfaces g5
with longitudinal ribs 9 and in order to
hold the stamps in close contact with the
ribbed surfaces of the guide member, spring
tapes 14 are secured to the guide member on
its upper and lower sides and codperate with g0
the longitudinal edge portions of the stamp
ribbons to hold the latter in operative con-
tact with the guide member 9 as above men-
tioned.

Peculiar actuating means for delivering 95
the stamps by movement of one or the other
of the ribbons 10 and 11 is provided and

~consists primarily of an operating lever 15,

the upper end of which is pivoted to a stud
16 projecting laterally from the upper end 100
At its
lower end, the lever 15 is provided with a
cam slot 16 of somewhat L-shaped form and
through the slot 16 projects a pin 17 rigidly
secured to a side of the casing as shown in 105
Fig. 8. The pin 17 codperates with the slot
16 of the lever 15 to cause the lever to move

-toward the plunger, as the lever is carried

downwardly with the carrier frame, on de-

.pression of said plunger. Also projecting 110
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laterally from the lever 15 are the pivot
members 18 arranged above and below the
guide member 9, said pivot members carry-
ing the feed dogs 19, there being a set of feed
dogs 19 above the actuating member 9 and
a separate set below the guide member 9.
The feed dogs 19 are preferably provided in
a suitable member so arranged that the
pointed extremities of the dogs adjacent to
the arm 8 of the carrier frame will be adapt-
ed to engage in the perforations separating
the stamps of the ribbons 10 and 11 and by
such engagement to feed the stamps for-
ward to the plunger when longitudinal
movement of the dogs 19 is imparted there-
to, with relation to the guide member 9.
Such movement is effected by downward
movement of the plunger 3. Since the car-
rier frame supporting the stamp feeding
mechanism moves with the plunger 3, it will
be apparent that downward motion of the
plunger will impart the same movement to
the operating lever 15. As the latter moves
downwardly, the codperation of the stud 17
with the cam slot 16 imparts to the operating
lever a pivotal movement, carrying the
lower portion of the latter in the direction
of the plunger. In this manner, the set of
dogs 19 adjusted to engage one of the stamp
ribbons 10 and 11 will be moved longitudi-
nally along the guide 9 toward the plunger
and by engagement with a predetermined
series of transverse perforations in the
stamp ribbon 10, or 11 as the case may be,
a single stamp will be fed forward from the
guide 9 through the delivery slot or open-
ing 20 of the casing 1 and into a position
beneath the head 5 of the plunger 3.

The plunger 3 carries a knife 21 pivoted
at one end to a stationary cutter plate 22
secured to the head 5 of the plunger. The
opposite end of the knife 21 is free and
adapted to engage with a base plate 23 car-
ried by the casing 1 to receive thereon the
envelop to which the stamp is to be applied.
sAt the beginning of the downward move-
ment of the plunger 3, the knife 21 remains
inoperative since the free end of the knife
is spaced from the plate 23. During the
preliminary movement of the plunger 3,
the operating lever 15 is actuated to deliver
the stamp beneath the head 5 and during
the final downward movement of the
plunger, the free end of the knife 21 con-
tacts with the plate 28 causing codperation
of the knife 21 with the cutter plate 22 to
sever the stamp from the ribbon, said sev-
ered stamp being applied to the previously
arranged envelop just as sald stamp 18
finally separated from the ribbon. A spring
94 causes the necessary shearing codpera-
tion of the knife 21 and cutter plate 22.

Tt is contemplated that stamps of ome
denomination shall be delivered from the
roll 12 and stamps of a different denomina-

1,007,595

tion from the roll 13 or the rolls could be
supplied with stamps of the same denomina-
tion. Onme set of dogs 19 only cobperates
with the guide 9 at one time. Should the
operator of the machine desire to apply a
two-cent stamp of the ribbon 10, the upper
set of dogs 19 would be held in operative
contact with said ribbon to secure the desired
feeding and delivering movement. It a
one-cent stamp from the ribbon 11 is de-
sired to be applied, however, the operator
by operating suitable medns throws the
upper set of dogs 19 upwardly out of en-
gagement with respect to the ribbon 10 and
simultaneously moves the lower set of dogs
19 into engagement with the ribbon 11. The
means for accomplishing the above includes
a rotatable sleeve 25 passing through a slot
95" mounted on the stud 16 at the upper end
of the arm 7 of the carrier frame which
sleeve is provided at its outer end with a
knurled handle 26 and is formed also, with-
in the casing, with an L-shaped arm 27.
The arm 27 engages with a bifurcated ex-
tension 28 projecting from the upper end of
a link 29, which has loose pivotal connec-
tion at 30 with the stud 16. The lower end
of the link 29 is pivotally connected at 31 to

‘a bracket 32, the latter being pivoted in turn
‘on the lever 15 as shown at 33.

Pins 34
project from the bracket 32, said pins being
engageable with the adjacent ends of the
dogs 19." Obviously, if the handle 26 18
turned an upward or downward movement
may be imparted to the link 29 and a slight
pivotal movement of the bracket 32 thus
caused. The pivotal movement of the
bracket 32 is adapted to engage one of its
pins 34 with one set of dogs 19 to throw the
latter out of codperation with the adjacent
stamp ribbon and simultaneously disengage
the other pin 84 of the bracket from the
other set of dogs 19, whereby the latter will
be free to move into engagement with the
stamp ribbon adjacent thereto. Springs 35
are connected with the sets of dogs 19 and
normally tend to force said dogs into en-
oagement with the stamp ribbons. On the
side of the casing 1 may be provided mark-
ings or indicia at 36 associated with a
pointer 87 on the sleeve 25, whereby the op-
erator of the machine may know when he
throws the dogs engaging the one and two-
cent stamp ribbons into or out of cobper-
ation therewith. It is intended, of course,
to provide the ribbons or stamps of any
denomination, and furthermore, the in-
vention is not limited to the specific me-
chanical arrangement of parts hereinbefore
referred to, but may be modified within the
spirit and scope of the claims hereafter ap-
pended.

A suitable register shown at 38 may be
employed and an actuating arm 39 thereot
connected by a link 40 to the lever 15 so that
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every time the lever 15 is oscillated by de-
pressing and releasing the plunger 3, the
register 38 will record the operation.

The moistening means for the envelop
preferably comprises a cup or receptacle 41
adapted to receive absorbent material 42, a
moistening arm 43 and moistening supply
means 44 being associated with the recep-
tacle 41 and the arm 43 extending over the
plate 23 so that the envelop to be stamped
may be readily moistened before being
placed beneath the plunger 3 to receive the
stamp.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is: :

1. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination of guide means embodying a plu-
rality of guides, means for supplying stamps
to said guides, means for affixing {he stamps
to envelops, separate devices for feeding the
stamps ifrom the guides to the affixing
means, and a single means coSperating with
said feeding devices for throwing one or the
other of said feeding devices into codpera-
tion with an adjacent guide.

2. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination of guide means embodying a plu-
rality of guides, means for supplying
stamps to said guides, means for affixing
the stamps to envelops, separate devices for
feeding the stamps from the guides to the
affixing means, and means for throwing one
of the feeding devices into codperation with
an adjacent guide, and simultaneously
throwing the other feeding device out of ¢o-
operation with the adjacent guide for con-
trolling the feeding of the stamps along
said guides.

3. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination of a plunger for affixing the stamps,
guides along which the stamps are adapted
to be fed to the plunger, separate feeding
devices associated with the separate guides
for engagement with the stamps to feed the
same to the plunger; and a single means for
causing coSperation of either feeding de-
vice with its adjacent guide and for throw-
ing said feeding devices out of cobperation
with the guides to render the feeding mecha-
nism inoperative.

4. In a stamp affixing machine, the combi-
nation of a stamp_ affixing plunger, stamp
guides for supplying separate ribbons of
stamps to the plunger, separate feeding de-
vices coSperating with the guides and adapt-
ed to codperate with the separate ribbons of
stamps, means normally tending to force
said feeding devices info engagement with
the stamp ribbons, and adjusting mechanism
for simultaneously throwing one feeding de-
vice into engagement with the adjacent
stamp ribbon, and the other feeding device
out of engagement with its adjacent stamp
ribbon.

5. In a stamp affixing machine, the combi-

a

nation of a stamp aflixing plunger, stamp
guides for supplying separate ribbons of
stamps to the plunger, separate feeding de-
vices cobperating with the guides and adapt-
ed to codperate with separate ribbons of
stamps, means normally tending to force said
feeding devices into engagement. with the
stamp ribbons, a casing inclosing the feeding
mechanism, and an adjusting device operable
from the exterior of the casing to control
the codperation of the respective feeding de-
vices with the stamp ribbons.

6. In a stamp affixing machine, the combi-
nation of a casing, a stamp affixing plunger
mounted therein, a carrier frame movable
with said plunger, a guide member support-
ed by the carrier frame, and means mounted
on the carrier frame for feeding stamps
along said guide member to the stamp af-
fixing plunger.

7. In a stamp affixing machine, the combi-
nation of a casing, a stamp affixing plunger
mounted therein, a carrier frame movable
with said plunger, a guide member sup-
ported by the carrier frame, and means
mounted on the carrier frame and movable
simultaneously with the plunger to feed
stamps along the guide member to the plun-
ger. :

8. In a stamp affixing machine, the combi-
nation of a casing, a stamp affixing plunger
mounted therein, a carrier frame movable
with said plunger, a guide member support-
ed by the carrier frame, an operating lever
mounted on the carrier frame and movable
therewith, a feeding device carried by said
lever and coacting with the guide member
to feed the stamps to the plunger, and means
on the casing for imparting feeding move-
ment to the operating lever and feeding de-
vice as the plunger is actuated.

9. In a stamp affixing machine, the combi-
nation of a casing, a stamp affixing plunger
mounted therein, a carrier frame movable
with said plunger, a guide member support-
ed by the carrier frame, and means mounted
on the carrier frame for feeding stamps
along said guide member to the stamp affix-
ing plunger, and an adjusting device for
throwing the feeding device into and out of
codperation with the guide member and car-
ried by the carrier frame.

10. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination 'of a casing, a plunger mounted
therein, a carrier frame supported by and
movable with the plunger, a guide member
secured to said frame, stamp supply means
to supply stamps to said guide member,
feed means for said stamps comprising an
operating lever, pivotally mounted on the
carrier frame, means for imparting feeding
movement to the operating lever on actua-
tion of the plunger, a feeding device carried
by the operating lever for codperation with
the guide, and adjustable means on the car-
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rier frame coacting with the feeding device
to throw the same into and out of codpera-
tion with the guide member.

11. In a stamp affixing machine, the com-
bination of a casing, a plunger mounted
therein, a carrier frame supported by and
movable with the plunger, a guide member
secured to said frame, stamp supply means
to supply stamps to said guide member,
feed means for said stamps comprising an
operating lever, pivotally mounted on the
carrier frame, means for imparting feeding
movement to the operating lever on actua-
tion of the plunger, a feeding device carried
by the operating lever for codperation with
the guide, adjustable means on the carrier

frame coacting with the feeding device to
throw the same into and out of coGperation
with the guide member, the latter consisting
of a bracket pivoted to the operating lever,
a link connected with said bracket, and with
the carrier frame, and an adjusting sleeve
for actuating the link to impart movement
to the bracket, and a pin carried by the
bracket to engage the feeding device.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. '

JOHN MULDOON.

‘Witnesses:
Joax H. B. Rmp,

EvererT J. SMITH.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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