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This invention is a device for covering eXposed 
surfaces, in Such manner as to protect then from 
injury by movable objects, which may be placed 
upon them from time to time. 

It is well known that modern gas stoves, elec 
tric stoves and the like are usually constructed of 
sheet metal, and that certain of the exposed Sur 
faces thereof are covered by coatings of enamel. 
Practical use has demonstrated that it is not un 
Common eXperience for the enameled Surfaces 
to change color, or to be otherwise rared Whe 
heated objects, Such as hot dishes and cooking 
receptacles are placed on top of the oven, and in 
contact with the enameled surface thereof, there 
by Spoiling the appearance of the stove. In view 
of these conditions, the invention is particularly 
designed to protect the tops of gas ovens, elec 
tric Owens, and the like, although it is not limited 
to this specific use. 
One of the objects of the invention is to provide 

a metallic mat-like member, so constructed and 
arranged that it may be readily placed upon Oi 
removed from the surface to be protected. A 
further object is to produce a device of the char 
acter mentioned so constructed and arranged 
that it may be adjusted to cover Surfaces of dif 
ferent areas, or reduced to minimum proportions 
While not in use. A further object is to provide 
a protecting device formed of relatively movable 
telescopically engaged members, having means 
for Supporting it in spaced relation with respect to 
the Surfaces to be protected, and also means for 
limiting the extent of telescopic separation. 
The invention will be hereinafter fully set forth 

and particularly pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a perSpective view conventionally 

illustrating a gas stove provided with an oven, 
and having a protector mounted thereon, said 
protector being constructed in accordance with 
the invention. Figure 2 is an enlarged bottom 
plan view of the protector device. Figure 3 is a 
longitudinal Sectional view on the line 3-3, Fig 
lure 2. Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view 
On the line 4-4, Figure 2. 

Referring to the drawing, S conventionally 
illustrates a gas Stove provided With the oven O. 
The protector device consists of two separate 
sheet-metal units A and Brespectively, in slidable 
engagement, as readily appears from the drawing. 
One end of each of Said sections is bent down 
Wardly and then back upon itself as indicated 
at 0, a respectively, to provide depending end 
flanges. The Section. A has its longitudinal edges 
curled downwardly and inwardly to form depend 
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(CI, 65-6) 
ing tubular sleeve-like guides f, within which 
are slidably and telescopically mounted simi 
larly shaped depending tubular rails f2, formed 
along the longitudinal edges of the member B. 
in this manner it will be observed that there is a 
telescopic slidable engagement between the two 
rheinbers, So that they may be adjusted to vary 
the extent of exposed top surface area, the flanges 

, ed., the guides , the rails 2 serving to 
present a, neat finished appearance around all 
Of the edges of the device. 
Secured to the underSides of the members A 

and B in Suitable manner, are elongated leg-at 
taching elements C, each consisting of a base 3 
aid clip-like depending arms 4. Each support 
Ineinber extends transversely of the respective 
members A and B and in effect constitutes an 
elongated clip. These leg-attaching elements C 
finay be Secured to the main members A and B in 
any preferred manner, but as shown, the bases 
i3 are attached to said members by rivets. Said 
members C are so constructed and arranged as 
to renovably engage and anchor elongated de 
pending legs II, of approximately U-shape in 
CrOSS Section. Each leg is preferably constructed 
of a piece of Sheet metal S bent to the desired 
form, and covered with asbestos or other soft 
imaterial indicated at 6, so that while the legs 
are in engagement with the top of the oven, 
the protector device may be moved around with 
Cut Scratching the enameled surface of the oven. 
At the same time the thermal insulating char 
acteristics of the covering will prevent the trans 
mission of heat from the hot receptacles through 
the tray-like protector to the enameled surface. 
In other Words, the asbestos covering 6 tends to 
prevent Scratching as well as to thermally insu 
late, and at the same time the air space between 
the oven top and the protector, due to the ele 
Vation of the device by the iegs L will allow cir 
culation of air over the enameled surface and 
thereby also serve as an additional thermal insu 
lation. 

Separation of the members A and B may be 
limited in any desired manner. For purposes of 
illustration, hook-like anchor members 7 are 
passed through legs L attached to the respec 
tive members A and B, and the clips Supporting 
Said legs, the two anchor members being con 
nected by a flexible device, such as a chain 8. 
By reason of this arrangement, free collapsing 
movement of the two members A and B is per 
mitted Without difficulty, but separating move 
ment is limited by the length of the member 8. 

In practice, the two members A and B of the 
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protector device are separated to the extent 
necessary to approximately cover the top of the 
oven O as illustrated in Figure 1. The difference 
in elevation between the top Surface of the mem 
ber A and the top Surface of the member B is SO 
very slight that the device may serve as a tray 
or mat-like cover for the exposed top Surface 
of the oven, in Such manner that dishes and 
other receptacles, whether hot or cold, may be 
placed upon the protector, and be rigidly Sup 
ported without danger of in any Way marring the 
enameled Surface of the OWen, 
The advantages of the invention Will be read 

ily understood by those skilled in the art to 
Which it belongS. 
ticularly observed that a very Simple mat-like 
member is provided, which may be placed upon 
or removed from the Surface to be protected, 
and that it is So constructed and arranged as to 
be readily adjusted to approximately cover Sur 
faces of different areas. It will also be observed 
that adequate means are provided for protecting 
the enameled surface, not only from contact of 
the articles placed upon the device, but also from 
any damage due to heat transference from hot 
articles deposited upon the protector member to 
the enameled surface of the oven. 

It will be understood that although the inven 
tion is particularly illustrated and described with 
respect to a gas oven, it is not limited in this 
particular, but is designed for use on other types 
of ovens, or wherever such a protecting device 
may be desired. 

Having thus explained the nature of the in 
Vention and described an operative manner of 
constructing and using the same, although with 
Out attempting to set forth all of the forms in 
which it may be made, or all of the forms of its 
use, What is claimed is:- 

1. A protector of the character described com 
prising two members, one of which is provided 
With tubular edge guides and the other with 
complemental edge rails telescoping said guides, 
transversely disposed elongated leg-attaching 
elementS depending from Said members, and 
legs of approximate U-shape in cross section re 
tained in position by said leg-attaching elements. 

For instance, it Will be par- . 

elOngated 

2,008,555 
2. A protector of the character described com 

prising two plate-like members, one of which is 
provided with tubular edge guides and the other 
with complemental edge rails telescoping Said 
guides, elongated leg-attaching elements Secured 
to the underSides of Said plates and having COn 
verging depending walls, and elongated legs of 
U-shape in cross section having their Side Walls 
engaging the converging depending Walls of Said 
clips. 

3. A protector of the character described com 
prising two flat metal members arranged in 
overlapping relation and having complemental 
edges in slidable telescopic engagement, elon 
gated transversely positioned leg-attaching ele 
ments secured to Said plates and having depend 
ing converging walls, elongated legs of U-shape 
in cross section interposed between and remov 
ably engaging the converging depending Walls 
of the respective leg-attaching elements, and a 
flexible stop member connecting a leg of one 
plate With a leg of the other plate and SO con 
Structed and arranged as to limit Separating 
movement of said plates. 

4. A protector of the character described com 
prising tWO. Sheet metal members in Overlapping 
relation and having complemental edges in Slid 
able telescoping engagement, a plurality of 

leg-attaching elements depending 
from Said members and extended transversely 
thereof, elongated legs of U-shape in cross sec 
tion retained in position by said clips, and Soft 
heat resistant coverings for the Outer Surfaces 
Of Said legs. 

5. A protector of the character described Com 
prising two sheet metal members each provided 
With a downturned end flange, one of said mem 
bers being provided with depending tubular edge 
guides and the other member provided with de 
pending tubular edge rails telescoping with said 
guides, elongated leg-attaching elements extend 
ing transversely of said members and depending 
from the undersides thereof, elongated legs of 
U-shape in Cross Section engaged and held by 
Said clips, and means' for limiting separating 
In OWeinent Of Said members. 

EMME A. ROWE. 

5 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 


