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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN W. FosTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Utica, R. F. D., in the county of Claiborne 
and State of Mississippi, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Hole 
Diggers, of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

hole diggers, for digging post holes and the 
like, the invention consisting in the construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of de 
vices, hereinafter described and claimed. 
The object of this invention is to effect in 

provements in the construction of the jaws 
which connect the cylindrical blade to the 
handle and avoid the necessity of forming 
shoulders in the jaws which provide objec 
tionable obstructions on the surfaces of the 
blade, another object being to increase the 
strength of the jaws. 

In the accompanying drawings-Figure 1 
is a perspective view of a hole digger con 
structed in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the same. Fig. 3 
is a sectional view of the same on the plane 
indicated by the line a-a of Fig. 2. 
The blade 1 of my improved hole digger 

is of the usual cylindrical or tubular con 
struction, open at its upper and lower end, 
and also open on one side as at 2. The han 
dle 3, is connected to the upper end of the 
blade by means of a pair of jaws 4. The 
jaws have their upper ends secured to oppo 
site sides of the lower portion of the handle 
by means of rivets or other suitable devices 
5. In accordance with my invention, the 
lower ends of the jaws are widened and 
bowed outwardly from each other, and are 
split as at 6, radially to the blade so that 
each jaw is provided at its lower end with a 
pair of forked arms 7, 8, which are out of 
line with each other radially. These forked 
arms are disposed astride of the upper edges 
of the tubular blade, so that one arm of 

each jaw bears on the outer side of the blade, 
the other arm thereof bearing on the inner 
side of the blade. The said arms of the 
jaws are secured to the blade by means of 
rivets 9. By thus bifurcating the lower 
ends of the jaws, and disposing the fork 
arms thus produced astride of the upper 
edges of the tubular blade, so that one fork 
arm of each jaw bears on the outer side of 
the blade, and the other arm bears on the 
inner side thereof, all necessity of forming 
shoulders in the jaws which would produce 
objectionable obstructions on the surfaces 
of the tubular blade is avoided, and more 
over, the jaws and the blade mutually rein 
force one another, and a connection of maxi 
mum strength is formed between the jaws 
and the blade. Moreover, the simplicity of 
this connection enables the digger to be 
more cheaply produced than heretofore, so 
that in accordance with my invention, the 
cost of the digger is not only reduced, but 
its construction is also greatly strengthened. 
I claim:- 
The herein described hole digger com 

prising a tubular blade, a handle, jaws hav 
ing their upper ends secured to opposite 
sides of the handle, the said jaws having 
their lower portions split radially with re 
spect to the blade and thereby each pro 
vided with a pair of downwardly diverging 
fork arms, said fork arms being disposed 
astride the upper edge of the blade so that 
the fork arms of each jaw are out of line 
with each other radially, one fork arm of 
each jaw being on the inner side and the 
other being on the outer side of the blade, 
said fork arms being secured to the blade 
independently of one another. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN W. FOSTER, 

Witnesses: 
A. L. PRICE, 
R. F. CoOK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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