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To all whom it may concern:

Beit knownthat I, JUNIUS B. IRVING, a eiti-
zen of the United States, residing in Kansas
City, in the county of Jackson and State of
Missouri, haveinvented a new and useful Im-
provement in Loose-Sheet Binders, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof.

My invention relates to improvements in
loose-sheet binders,

The object of my invention is to provide in
a loose-sheet binder, comprising a base pro-
vided with two parallel posts on which a slid-
able follower is mounted, means by which the
follower is quickly secured in-position upon
the posts or released therefrom for the pur-
pose of inserting or extracting sheets.

My invention provides, in combination with
the base having two posts secured thereto, a
slidable follower mounted on the posts and a
resilient member carried by the follower and
adapted to have engagement with the two
posts for preventing rearward movement of
the follower thereon.

My invention provides, further, a spring-
strip carried by the follower, the ends of the
strip normally engaging the two posts on
which the follower is slidably mounted, and
means by which the spring-strip is bent, and

. thusremoved from engagement with the posts,
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whereby the follower may be retracted upon
the posts. »

My invention provides, further, other fea-.

tures of coustruction hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate myinvention, Figure 1 represents a plan
view of a loose-sheet binder constructed in
accordance with the principles of my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 represents an end view of the
same, showing the follower in the closed posi-
tion. In this view the follower and parts car-
ried by it are shown in dotted lines in the
position occupied by themn when the follower
is retracted. The same parts are also shown
in dotted lines in the position occupied by
them when the binder is filled. Fig. 3 rep-
resents a transverse vertical sectional view
taken on the dotted line a b of Fig. 1, portions
being broken away. Fig. 4 represents a plan

view of the blank from which the spring
binding or locking stripisformed. Fig. 5 rep-
resents a side elevational view of the binder
in the closed position when partially filled
with sheets. )

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts.

A indicates the base, preferably composed
of some comparatively rigid substance, as of
wood, metal, or paper. Projecting from the
upper side of the base A are two vertical par-
allel posts B, the upper ends of which are re-
cessed, preferably with anannular recess,(in-
dicated by C.) Upon the two posts B is mount-
ed the follower D, preferably provided with

‘a hinged flap E, by raising which easy access

to the papers held in the binder is attained.
The follower may be made of any desired
form or material. It is preferably made of
some comparatively rigid substance similar
to that used in the construction of the base.
I have found it desirable to apply a covering
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F upon the surfaces of the base A and the °

follower D, composed, preferably, of cloth,
which may be used to form the connecting-

-‘hinge between the follower and the flap K.

The follower is provided with two holes,
through which the posts B are inserted. It
is prevented from retracting upon the posts
by means of a releasable locking device car-
ried by the follower and adapted to engage
the posts. This locking device comprises a
member carried by the follower and provided
with two resilient arms, which normally are
so engaged with the two posts as-to prevent
retraction thereon of the follower, the resili-
ent arms of the member being provided with
two finger-holdsso disposed relatively to each
other as to be easily grasped by the thumb
and forefinger of one hand for the purpose of
bending the resilient arms so as to release
them from engagement with the posts, and

thus permit the retracting of the follower,

so that sheets of paper may be inserted into
the binder or withdrawn therefrom. There
are numerous ways in which thislocking de-
vice may be made without departing from the
spirit of my invention. The preferable way,

which is the one illustrated in the drawings,
is to provide a resilient sheet-metal strip G
at each end with a recess or notch H, adapt-
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ed to receive one of the posts B therein. The
strip G is secured near its center to the fol-
lower D in any desirable manner, preferably
by means of a transverse strip I, disposed on
the top of the strip G and provided with a
vertical hole through which extends a rivet
or serew J,which, passing through a hole pro-
vided in the strip G, is secured to the follower,
The distance between the notches H is such
that the strip G when the parts are in the posi-
tion shown in the upper dotted lines in Fig. 2
will lie horizontally extended, the ends of the
strip entering the annular recesses C. When
the follower is forced toward the base A from
the position designated, the strip G, being of a
greater length between the notches H than the
distance between the posts B, will be forced
into the curved position or form shown in Fig.
3. Any pressure upon the follower tending
to foree it rearwardly will also tend to cramp
the strip G tightly against the posts B, thus
locking the strip upon the posts and prevent-
ing retraction of the follower thereon. Inor-
der to release the strip @, it is provided on
each side of the securing-strip I with an up-
wardly-éxtending projection K, disposed ad-
jacent to one another and which serve as fin-
ger-holds,with which the two arms of the strip
G may be rearwardly bent, and thus released
trom engagement with the posts B. I prefer
to make the projecting finger-holds K integral
with the strip; but other projections can ob-
viously be employed. In making the integral
finger-holds K a tongue is formed on each side
of the center of the strip by means of a suit-
ably-coustructed punch and die, the free ends
of the tongues being adjacent to each other
and the outer end of each being upwardly
bent, 50 as to be readily grasped by the thumb
and finger of one hand.

In operating my invention the finger-holds
K are pressed together, after which the fol-
lower may be retracted to a position on the
posts B convenient for the insertion of or ex-
traction from one or more loose sheets. When
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theresult desired isacecomplished,thefollower
may be held tightly against the sheets in the
binder by releasing the finger-holds and fore-
ing the follower forward on the posts, the re-
silient. character of the arms of the strip G
causing engagement at once with the posts.
‘When the binder is entirely filled with papers
on file, the ends of the strip G enter the an-
nular recesses C, and thus prevent any acci-
dental rearward movement of the strip and
follower. Inspection of any of the sheets held
in the binder may be had by lifting the flap E.

My invention may be variously modified
without departing from its scope.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, and a resilient plate secured to the fol-
lower between and adapted to engage with its
ends the two posts, the resilient plate heing
weakened on each side of the securing-place
by bending upward two tongues, one on each
side of the securing-place, the tongues being
joined at theirouter ends to the resilient plate
and their inner bent ends forming finger-
holds, substantially as described.

2. A blank for a loose-sheet binder compris-
ing a resilient plate having notched ends and
a central securing-hole, the plate being weak-
ened on each side of the said securing-hole by
two holes formed one on each side by punch-
ing up two tongues joined at their outer ends
to the plate and having their inner ends bent
upwardly so as to form finger-holds, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JUNIUS B. IRVING.

Witnesses:
WARREN D. HOUSE,
Laurench E. Lyons.
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