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A coiffure protector adapted to be worn around a 
woman's head consisting of a basic support in the form 
of a first band of thin flexible foam material and a Sec 
ondary support in the form of an upper band of soft 
cloth net material. The upper band is attached to the 
upper (as worn) side of the first band. "Velcro." tabs are 
attached to two narrow end regions of the first or lower 
band and they adjustably hold the protector in place. 

This invention relates to the field of beauty aids and 
more particularly to devices for protecting ladies' hair 
sleeping or reclining. 
As is well known a great deal of time and expense goes 

into the styling arrangement of a lady's hair. Typically 
this is accomplished by weekly trips to a beauty Salon. 
The difficulty, obviously, is to maintain in reasonably 
good order the last hairdo until it is time for the next 
one. The hair is, of course, easily undone when disturbed 
and it is almost impossible to prevent substantial dis 
placement and disarray of the hair when one's head is 
supported by, for example, a bed, pillow, or other head 
reSt. 

In the past a number of devices have been employed 
in an endeavor to remedy the problem. Some of them are 
of the homemade variety and include pinning or tying 
towels, tissue paper, cloths, or nets about and enclosing 
the head. Others, of the commercial variety, include bands 
of generally elastic material, Patent 1,897,146; a band 
of elastic ribbon, Patent 1,626,433; bands of foam rub 
ber, Patent 2,700,977; a wire frame supporting an elastic 
material, Patent 2,174,263; and a relatively stiff Screen 
wire like mesh wrap-around hairdo protector, advertised 
in Sunset House Catalog, 1966, at p. 110. 
The difficulty with towels, tissue paper, cloths, and nets, 

etc. enclosing the head is basically that they have been 
found to crush a hairdo because of the overall contact 
and pressure. Elastic bands and ribbons have proven in 
effective and unacceptable primarily because modern 
hairdos extend upwards of eight inches above the ears 
and the hair tends to spill over such devices and thus pro 
viding no substantial protection. Further, if they were 
made wider than as shown, for example in Patents 1,897, 
146, 1,626,433, they would not be flexible enough to fol 
low the delicate contours of the upper portion of the hair. 
Similar difficulties exist in the case of the wire frame 
supported elastic material type bands as illustrated in 
Patent 2,700,977 in that they are incapable of providing 
the different degrees of Support required and where 
needed. The same thing can be said for the screen wire 
like mesh type wrap-around hairdo protector referred to 
above in that it tends to slip from position and to crush 
the upper portion of the hairdo. The latter is particul 
larly true in the case of this device inasmuch as the shape 
of the forehead is such that the front of the Wrap-around 
hairdo protector tends to tilt back in front and crush 
the front of the hairdo which is the portion of the hairdo 
which is, of course, most observed. This has been found 
to be the case despite its slightly conical design. Fur 
ther, tests indicate that such devices have a low comfort factor. 

It is the object of the present invention to overcome 
the difficulties of the prior types of protective devices and 
to provide a comfortable, long-lasting, and efficient coif 
fure saver or protector. 

10 

5 

styles from becoming disarranged, particularly while 
20 

25 

2 
In accordance with the invention, an encircling coiffure 

or hair style protector is constructed of a generally rec 
tangular, band of porous elastic material as a basic Sup 
port member. A secondary support member substantially 
thinner than the basic support member and of soft, thin, 
flexible, but self supporting, net cloth or other porous or 
open weave material is attached to a top edge of the basic 
support member. End portions of the basic member are 
reduced in width by cutting out a bottom portion to un 
cover the eyes and nose and by cutting out a top portion 
to completely free a lady's bangs and frontal portion from 
any supporting contact, even from the protector. Fas 
teners adapted to vary the length of the protector are 
attached to each opposite end to permit the protector 
to be adjustably fit around one's head. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the inven 
tion will become more apparent from the following de 
scription when considered together with the accompany 
ing drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is an elevation view of the embodiment of the 
invention set forth in FIG. 1; -. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the lines 3-3 of FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a front view of an embodiment of the in vention as actually worn. 

30 

40 

50 

55 

60 

Referring now to the drawings, the basic supporting 
member or band 10 of coiffure protector it is constructed 
of a porous, low density, and flexible foam material such 
as a plastic foam of polyurethane ester or polyurethane 
ether. Band 0 is generally elongated and rectangular 
in configuration with the overall length dimension suf 
ficient to go around with, some overlap, most heads. A 
length of approximately twenty-four inches (24') has 
been found to be about optimum. The rectangular shape 
of band 50 is modified by the removal of generally rec 
tangular portions from each corner. The removed rec 
tangular portions have length and width dimensions of 
the same direction as band 0. The length dimensions 
of the removed upper corner rectangular portions are 
Smaller than the length dimensions of the removed lower 
corner portions and the width dimensions of the removed 
upper coiner rectangular portions are greater than the 
width dimensions of the removed lower corner rectangu 
lar portions. Since band 10 is generally worn longitudi 
nally all length dimensions may be considered horizon 
tal dimensions and all width dimensions considered ver 
tical dimensions. In use the band does tilt downward to 
the rear. Top cut-out portions 12 and 14 of one and one 
half inches (1/2') to four and one-half inches (4/2') 
each in length leave a free area above the forehead 15 
to leave untouched a lady's bangs, and bottom cut-out 
portions 18 and 20 of four and three-fourths inches 
(4%) to nine inches (9') each in length serve to un 
cover a lady's eyes and bridge of her nose. The length 
dimensions of each of the cut-out portions are in the 
same direction as the length dimensions of band 10, with 
length dimensions of each bottom cut-out portion being 
greater than the length dimension of each upper cut-out 
portion. The width of the bottom cut-out portions are 
in the approximate range of one-half (/2') to one and 
one-half (1/2') inches and smaller than the width of the 
top cut-out portions. The overall length of band 10 is 
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approximately six times the width of band 10 in the 
region between lower cut-out regions. This still gives a 
substantial width of material for band 10, typically three 
(3) to five (5) inches and thus it provides a substantial 
overall support with very light pressure on the head. It 
has been discovered that reduced width for band 10, par 
ticularly below two inches (2") results in too little Sup 
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port at tensions which the band will positively remain in 
position without noticeable indentation and some discom 
fort. 

It has been found that by employing one of the plastic 
foam materials referred to above with a density range 
of 1.1 to 1.6 pounds per square foot and with a thickness 
in the approximate range of one eight (/8) to one-quarter 
(4) inch that an optimum relationship can be obtained 
between comfort and durability. Of the two foam ma 
terials, the polyurethane ester foam is generally preferred 
because of its better elasticity. However, because of its 
availability in lower density ranges the polyurethane 
ether is an excellent material for constructing the protector 
especially for warm or hot weather usage where greater 
air circulation is desired through the material. By using 
relatively thin foams in the range of thickness described, 
excellent support can be achieved without discomfort. 
Efforts in the past to use thicker and non- or less porous 
materials have failed to obtain any substantial acceptance. 
Band 6 performs two important functions. First, it 

holds in place, with a relatively firm but gentle force, 
the lower portion of the hair which is generally more 
thickly arranged in most hair styles than the upper por 
tion. Second, band 10 provides a base support for a 
soft, flexible net band 22 which is elongated in configura 
tion and attached on and to, or near, the top edge 23 of 
band 10 between cut-out portions 12 and 14. 
A significant feature of this invention is that net band 

22 picks up the support of a hairdress where the body 
of the hair is less thickly arranged and provides a gentle 
but sufficiently protective enclosure to retain but not 
compress the upper coiffure. The enclosure is an en 
circling one rather than one that totally encloses, it fitting 
around the front, sides and back of the head. Net band 
22 is of a thread constructed weave of nylon and it is of 
a gauge and weave to be flexible enough to conform 
to the contour of the hair style yet be just rigid or 
stiff enough to be self supporting in two (2') to four 
(4') inch widths. Net band 22 thus readily conforms to 
the more delicately hair styles wherein, for example, the 
hair is teased to make up a wide variety of and lightly 
supported waves, flips and fluffs and yet is sufficiently 
substantial to effectively hold the pair. 
By the same token overall net enclosures are not gen 

erally satisfactory for several reasons. One, they are not 
effective in providing basic support for the lower portion 
of the hair and upon which the upper more delicately 
situated portions rest. Second, as they are initially spread 
with the hands while placing them on the head one usual 
ly musses the hair in the process. 

Net band 22 typically extends above band i0 two 
(2') to four (4') inches and is fastened, as by glueing, 
to one side, inner side as worn, of band 10 near the top 
edge of band 10. Other methods of attaching band 22 
are by stitching the netting to the plastic foam of band 
10 or by attaching it with an elastic adhesive tape, as, for 
example, with a thin synthetic foam type elastic tape 
which is thus homogeneous, or nearly so, with the foam 
material of band 10. 

Protector 11 is held on the head by means of narrow 
extending end regions 24 and 26 of band 10, end region 
24 being formed of the region left by removal of cut-out 
portions 12 and 8 and end region 26 being formed of 
the region left by the removal of cut-out portions 14 
and 20. The mating faces of the end regions 24 and 26 
are equipped with interengaging Surfaces 28 and 30 of 
“Welcro” tabs, well known commercially available fasten 
ers wherein one engaging Surface includes a multiplicity 
of small outwardly projecting loops of thin filamentary 
material and the other engaging surface is provided with 
a multiplicity of curly or crinkled filamentary members 
interengageable with the loops of the first surface when 
the surfaces are juxtaposed. The “Velcro' surfaces are 
supplied on thin cloth material strips 32 and 34 which in 
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4. 
turn are glued or otherwise affixed to end regions 24 
and 26. 
To accomplish fastening, the Velcro surfaces are sim 

ply pushed together. To unfasten them they are pulled 
apart. By varying the relative position at which the sur 
faces are joined, band 19 may be adjusted in place with 
just the right degree of tension to hold it in place until 
intentionally unfastened. This adjustment also necessarily 
adjusts the frontal portion of the hair style free from 
compression from the protector as the protector is shown 
in FIGURE 4. 

In summary the present invention provides what is be 
lieved to be the most effective and comfortable coiffure 
protector ever devised and the tremendous acceptance 
by the beauty trade bears this out. This success appears 
to have followed from the fact that the protector of this 
invention solves for the first time in a new and practical 
device the different requirements which the inventor has 
discovered are so necessary for a satisfactory product for 
modern use. To enumerate several of them, one, the pro 
tector of this invention provides a light but substantial 
Support for holding the protector on the head and for 
Supporting the lower portion of a hairdo wherein a rel 
atively Substantial support is necessary; two, this basic 
Support is provided by a porous material which 
"breathes,” to provide comfort permitting extended usage 
of the device; three, the protector combines with the 
basic lower support a different upper support constructed 
of light, soft, but self supporting, net or open weave 
material and it is adapted to support the more delicately 
upper hair designs, in turn supported by the lower sup 
port member; and four, both the lower and upper sup 
ports leave the front portions of the hairdo free of any 
direct Support to prevent any disturbing contact on the 
front hair or bangs. Actually, by virtue of the almost 
ideal Support which is provided in the back and on the 
sides by the different degrees of upper and lower support, 
the front is substantially supported without direct contact. 
In this way the most important region, the front can be 
efficiently maintained without any disturbing effect. 
Some modifications and changes from the specific form 

of the hairdo or coiffure protector disclosed herein will 
occur to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, all such 
modifications and changes which do not depart from 
the Spirit of the invention are intended to be included 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A coiffure protector for encirclement around the 

front, sides and back of a person's head to maintain a 
hair style in place comprising: 

(A) A basic support member including: 
(1) an elongated lower band member for fitting 
around said head for supporting said protector 
On Said head and for providing lateral retain 
ing support to the back and sides of the lower 
portion of said hair style to maintain said low 
er portion of said hair style in place without 
applying compression to a lower portion of the 
front portion of said hair style, 

(a) said lower band member having an end 
region at one end and another end region at 
its other end, said end regions being of re 
duced width compared to the width of the 
portion of said lower band member be 
tween said end regions to prevent compres 
sion of a lower portion of the front por 
tion of said hair style and said end regions 
being of a configuration defined by the re 
moval at each said end of an area of the 
upper portion of said lower band member, 

(b) the portion of said lower band member 
extending between said end regions being 
constructed of a porous elastic material to 
provide retaining support to the lower por 
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tions of the back and sides of said hair 
style, 

(c) said end regions including fastening 
means for adjustably fastening said end re 
gions together to provide a variable dimen 
sion of head encirclement by said protector 
and a variable width opening for said front 
portion of said hair style to minimize com 
pression of said front portion of said hair 
style by said lower band member, and 

(B) a secondary support member including: 
(1) an elongated flexible self-supporting upper 
band member having a predetermined width di 
mension for providing lateral, non-compressive, 
retaining support to the back and sides of the 
upper portion of said hair style, 

(a) a lower portion of said upper band mem 
ber being secured to the upper edge of 
said lower band at the portion of the low 
er band defined between said end regions to 
prevent compression of the upper portion 
of the front portion of said hair style, 

(b) said upper band member also defining 

6 
a non-compressive, open-top, hair-retaining 
enclosure for receiving the top portion of 
said hair style, and 

(c) said upper band member being substan 
5 tially thinner in cross sectional dimension 

than said lower band member and being 
constructed of soft, flexible, but self-sup 
porting, open weave material. 

2. A coiffure protector as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
10 said lower band is of a plastic foam construction of a density of 1.1 to 1.6 pounds per square foot. 

3. A coiffure protector as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said open weave material of said upper band material is 
a net type material. 
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