BMITEH.

L e
VENDING MAQHINE,

woT

S
5%

&3

¢3
piof

[

91

Inventor

e

I 4

T AT T

Fh

k3

7 L. Erndf

rHes

J{lj'n

—
s
fod

/
/‘ﬁ -

WRitnesses

it

Ohey,
G F

A A,
Sitoriizus

#

s

-
paas
=

Ui
d
4

A

24

&/ﬁd/v@



\ 7 N
;LEE%

UNITED ST

PATENT OFFICE.

J£
iy 4

EBNEST L. SMITH, OF WII\fDSOR, NORTH CAROLINA, ASSIGNGR OF ONE-HALP TO ERNEST
"LINWOOD WEAVER, CF WARRENTON, NORTE CAROLINA.

VENDING-MACHINS,

Ne. 914,320,

Application fled Mavon 19,

Towll whitm i may concern:

. Bs it known that I, Ernest L. Smirs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Windsor, in the county of Bertie and State
of North Carolina, have invented certain
new sad ‘useful Improvements in Vending-
Machinegs; and I do declare the following to
be » full, clear, znd=ekact deseription of the

_ invention, such as will enable others skilled

10

in the arb o which it appertains to make ind

- use the same.
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My invention relates to vending machines,
and particularly to coin or cheel-controlled
machiues, snd while I have shown the de-
vice sdapted for disperising apples, it will be
understoood that it may ge consiructed
along lines to adapt it for vending different
articles of merchardise.

"The obje¢t of the invention is to provide-
a simple, cheap and efficient structure of.

this class which absolutely prevents fraudu-
lent operation.

With this and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, combinagion and arrange-
ment of parts as will be described and par-
tieularly pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure

" 1is & top plan view with parts broken a BV
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chute, 3, having a dispensing

Fig. 2'is a longitudinal sectional view show-
ing in dotted lines the alternative position
of the parts; and Fig. 3 is & transverse sec-
tional view on the line »—z of Fig. 2.
Referring more especially to the drawings,
! represents a suitable casing ‘preferably
rectangular in outline which supports the
entire mechanism. Mounted longitudinally
within the frame is & tube or casing, 2, con-
necting at its outer end with a discharge
pocket, 4, at

" its quier end.

(28

Extending from the casing 2, adjacent its
outer end, is & merchandise tube or casing, 5,
adapted to 'deliver its contents upon o
shoulder, 6, formed at the end of the casing
in position to be engaged by the combined

- plunger and baffle plate, 7." "This plunger,

" The operating shaft, 9, is mounte
g = 7 2 =

.

7, 13 provided at its vear end with s
tudinal slot, 8, which is sdapted to be en-
gaged by the operating shaft, 9, carrying on
its outer end the usual thumb iece, 1i0.
in bear-

longi-

ings, 11 and 12, carried by
provided with av_s}i‘i

to the operating shaft and to the bearing so

Bpecification of Letters Patant,

the caging and is
ral spring, 13, connected

Patented March £, 1808,
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42 to normally hold the shaft in retracted
position. A suitable collar, 14, limite its
rearward movement.
~ Secured to the upper side of the shaft ¢
Is a supporting piece, 15, from which pro-
jects a horizontal arm, 16, heving de yenu-
ing from its outer frée end, a detent or nger,
17, adapted to engage an upwardly project-
-7, the casing 2 being suitably slotted ab 17’
to allow the passage of the detent. A suit-
able coin slot, 19, is carried by the easing 1
and is alined with a similar slot, 29, carried
by the casing, 2, both being in alinement
“with a slot 21 formed in the arm, 16. Suit-
able lugs, 22, 23, are carried by the plunger,
7, and casing, 2, respectively, so as to liomib
the inward movement of the former. De-
pending from the easing, 2, is a tube, 24,
connecting with o money box, 25, so as to
receive the coins when released by the shaft, 9.
The operation is as follows: A coin is
dropped Into the slot, 19, and if the shaft, 9, is
in normal position, it passes through the slot,
21, in the arm, 16; through the slot, 20, and
across the aperture, 8, in the end of the
plunger.  The shaft, 9, is now operated
and its engaging end comes into contact with
the coin which closes the aperture 8, and,
therefore, as the shaft is continued in its
movement, the plunger is forced forwardly
to eject the apple or other article of mer-
chandise into the discharge chute, 3. At
this time the remaining apples in the supply
chute or casing, 5, drop down upon the upper
side ‘of the combined plunger and baffe
plate, 7, and until the plunger is retracted
are held thereon. After the shaft 9 is re-
leased, the spring, 13, retracts it to normal
position, but it will be seen from an inspee-
tion of the dotted lines that the dotent 17
does not engage the lug 18 until sufficient
time has elapsed for the coin to drep into
the money box, 25, the detent then engaging

allows another apple or article of merchan-
dise to drop upon the shoulder 6. “The cas-
ing, 2 is only sufficiently deep to allow one
apple or one article of any kind to descend
from the chute, and the weight of the articles
place so-that it cannot be dis leced exeopt
y_the forward movement of tge plunger.”

From the foregoing deseription, iaken in

ing lug, 18, carried on the end of the plunger,

‘the Iu%1 18 and -retracting . the plunger 7
through the action of the spring, 13.  This-

above holds the article on the shoulder in-
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connection with the accompanying drawings,

the construction and operation of the inven-

tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-

_ ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of

the invention as de
claim. } ]

Having thus described miy inventivn, what
I claim asnewand desire to secure by Letters-

ed in the appended

Patent is: ' o _
In a device of the class deseribed, the com-

5 binstion with a-casing, of a centrally dis-

posed slotted tube therein, a discharge tube

‘depending from the forward end thereof, a

dispensing tube projecting from. the slotted
tube and off-set from the discharge tube, a
dispensing plunger in seid slotied tube hav-
ing a longitudinal socket therein, an operat-
ing plunger mounted for reeiprocation in said
slotted tube and adapted o snter therein, s

$34,320 -

spring to retract said operating plunger, &
coin chute carried by the casing, a coin chute
carried by the tube in register with the first
coin chute and adapted to deliver a coin to
the slotted tube so as to rest across the
socket in the dispensing plunger, a retract-
ing device carried by the operating plunger
and . extending between tﬁe coin ‘chutes,
said retracting device having a slot to regis-
ter with the coin chutes when the operating
plunger is in normal position, and an arm on
the retracting device extending through the
slot ‘in the tube to engage the dispensing
plunger to retract the same after a predeter-
mined retrograde movement of the operating
plunger. | , '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
: ERNEST L. SMITIL
Witnesses: v S

W. L. Dogrrs, .
W. P. King-
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