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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT STEVENSON,
of Ferrysburg, in the county of Ottawa and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and

"Improved Fire-Escape, of which the follow-
‘ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention consists of a balcony for each
story of the building,  the balustrade and

floor of which fold up against the side wallun-

der the windows, and are secured by catches,
with which a rod is connected, that extends
along past each window, for releasing the bal-
cony from any window, the balcony being
contrived for the floor to swing down on the
supporting - brackets, and the balustrade to
swing upright by springs or other means for
being ready indtantly for the escape of the
people from the house to the balecony, and
thence to the ground by ladders, which are
capable of being stored behind the balconies,
to be let down and hooked on as wanted.

These folding balconies are to Le employed-

where permanent ones are not desired, and to
be arranged for utilizing the floors for sign-
boards.

‘When the ladders are 1)01 manently fixed at
the ends of the balconies, they are to be in-
closed in a case for concealing them,with a de-
vice at each balcony for opening the door for
access to the ladder, all as hereinafter fully de-
scribed.

Reference is to be]nd to the accompanying

-drawings, forming part of this specification, in

whieh similar letters of reference indicate cor-

‘responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a front view of a building with
my improved fire-escape applied and shown
in the open position for use andalso folded up,
the ladder being of the portable kind that is
stored up behind the folded balcony. Fig. 2
is a defail of the device in section.

I make a balecony consisting of floor ¢ and
balustrade b, resting on brackets ¢, perma-
nently attached to the side of the house, the
balustrade being hinged to the flooor-at d, to
fold down on it, as Indicated by the dotted
line ¢, and the floor being -hinged to the wall
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at f, to swmo up against the side of the
building, as mdlcctted by the dotted line g,
to enable the balcony to be swung up and

folded against the front wall of the ] house, as.

represented in the lower part of Fig. 1, where

it may remain until wanted for use, and may

serve as a sign-board, if desired.

To secure the balcony in the folded posi-

tion, one or more latches, &, are to be piv-
oted to the wall of the building, to swing
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down over the edge of the balcony-floor, ora .

projecting lip, ¢, theleof and to unlatch the
baleony from any window along the side of
the house a rod, j, for working the lateh by
stud-pins k, or eqmvalent means, is extended

-along the windows, as shown, and provided

with a handle, I, for each window, whereby
the latches may be disconnected from any one
of the windows to let the balcony fall upon
the brackets ¢ when required for use; and in
order that the balustrade may also rise to its
place automatically, I propose to connect it
to the-floor by springs m and eye-clips n, or
any equivalent or suitable contrivance of the
springs for the purpose.

It is intended to have the hinge- Jomts of
the balustrade contrived to 1)1event it from
swinging open beyond the vertical line; or
stops of 3 any kind nny be attached for the pm
pose.

A short ladder, omay be stored on each
balcony, to be connected by hooks p with a
rod, ¢; on the end of the balcony, for means of
deseent from one balcony to another.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
agnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination of a folding balcony,
consisting of floor @, hinged to the wall of the
building, and balustrade b, hinged to the floor,
with supporting- braekets ¢, permanently at-
tached to the building, substfmtlally as de-
scribed.

2. A folding balcony, ¢ b, one or more
latches, &, and a rod, j, extendmcr along the
windows for working the latches, in combina-
tion with the side wwll of a buﬂdmg, substan-
tially as described. .
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3. The folding Dbalcony e b, having rod g, | alent means, for automatically raising the bal-
and the portable ladder o, having ‘hooks p, in ! ustrade, substantially as deseribed,
combination with the side wall of a building, | - AT O
substantially as deseribed. ¥ | ROBERT STEVEN _SO*\"
5 4. A folding baleony-floor, «, and balus- | Witnesses:
trade b, hinged to the side of a building, and I ArLOYS BI1.7, ;
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having: springsm, and eye-clips n, o equiv-




