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My present discovery relate:S to imprO'Wement in 
gardenia plants. My new variety is a sport of the 
variety Veitchii and Was developed and improved 
by selection for a number of years. The plant 
shows some of the distinctive characteristics of 
its parent although it is very different in many 
reSpectS. 

Probably most outstanding among the many 
good qualities of this new variety is the fact that 
the filowers can be handled roughly Without bruis 
ing, whereas most gardenias turn broWin at the 
slightest touch. This quality enables my new 
variety to be shipped easily and still remain fresh 
and beautiful for many days after being received. 
Its large size is also very notable, since it often 
attains a size of 5 to 6 inches in diameter, With 
two more rows of petals than other commercial 
gardenias. Its petals stay fiat When the filoWer 
opens and produce the desirable and unluSual 
camelilia-like form. Its fragrance is SWeet and 
overwhelming and distinctly of the magnolia type 
which is more pleasing than that of most gar 
denias. 
The original illustration making a part of this 

specification shows a typical filoWer branch of 
my new variety, giving particular attention to 
the arrangement of the leaves; also the reverse 
side of a single first-roW petal. 

Following is a detailed description of the plant 
and flower of my new variety. 

The plant 
Growth: Vigorous and strong. Fastest groWing 
plant among commercial gardenias. In 6 
months it Will attain a height of 2 to 3 feet. 

Disease resistance: Free from disease, particu 
larly leaf spot which is found among other 
WarietieS. 

Blooming habits: Heavy producer. Blooms When 
most other Warieties fail to bloom under Simi 
lar conditions Of grOWth. Buds do not drop 
at any season of the year, Whereas most com 
mercial gardenias have this fault. Each 
branch produces a single bud Which is Suur 
rounded by a whorl of leaves. Blooming sea 
Son of this Wariety in my nurSery is from No 
vember to July. 

Foliage: Very large, from 4 to 7% inches long by 
2 to 4 inches wide. Mature foliage is very dark 
green, almost black on the lower branches. 
Under surface and new foliage is lighter. Up 
per Surface is gloSS.y. 

Stems: Brown on the hard wood (like Veitchii). 
Sturdy, Strong. 
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The fiouver 

Bud: Three to four inches long; looks much like 
a large magnolia bud. Peduncle is about 2 
inches long and very heavy. Callyac is 1% to 2 
inches long. Sepals are open. 

BlOSSOm: 
Siee.--Large; 4 to 6 inches in diameter. 
Form.-Regular and camellia-like. Petals 
remain flat rather than become reflexed. 

Color.--Pure waxy white like other gar 
demias, except that it has a ribbon of 
“cream green” around the under edge of 
each petal of the first row. When opem, 
the flower shows no black center as gar 
deniaS frequently do. 

Petals-Very thick and substantial. They 
are rounded from the base, smooth, and 
velvety in aspect. 

Petallage.--The flower averages more than 
25 petals which require 7 to 10 days in 
which to open. This is two more rows of 
petals than are found in other commercial 
gardenia.S. 

Fragramce.--Very sweet and distinctly of the 
magnolia type. 

Endurance.--Unlike other known gardenias, 
this Variety can be handled roughly with 
out bruising and turning brown. 

LaSting period.--When on the plant, the 
flower remains white from 6 to 10 days, 
after Which it turns a pure cream color 
and remains beautiful for several days 
longer. When cut, it keeps from 10 days 
tO 2 Weeks. 

Having thus disclosed my discovery, I claim: 
The new and useful variety of gardenia plant, 

Substantially as herein shown and described, 
characterized particularly by its vigorous, fast 
groWith; its freedom from disease; its constant 
heavy production of flowers; the retention of its 
buds at all seasons; its production of a single bud 
to a branch; its large, dark, glossy foliage which 
forms in a whorli; its large buds of magnolia-like 
appearance; its Very large, camellia-like flowers 
With great petallage and with substantial, 
rounded petals of pure white with greenish cream 
edging on under side of outer row; the sweet mag 
nolia-like fragrance of its filowers; and the great 
endurance and longevity of its filoWers both on 
the bush and after being cut. 
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