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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Franx W. SterLING,
of the United States Navy, a citizen of the
United States, and a resident of Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented a new and Improved Paral-
lel-Ruler, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription.

The invention relates to drafting instru-
ments, and its object is to provide a new and
mmproved parailel ruler, more especially de-
signed for the use of navigators and other
persons, to permit them to accurately and
guickly transfer parallel lines when trans-
Iating courses on a chart.

The invention consists of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same,
which will be more fully desciibed herein-
after and then pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention
is represented in the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, inwhich
similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts n all the views.

Iigure 1 is a plan view of the improve-
ment, parts of the roller being in section and
the voller and straight edge being spaced
apart; TFig. 2 is a sectional side elevation of
the same, showing the straight edge in con-
tact with the roller; and ¥ig. 8 15 a plan
view of the improvement applied for laying

.out a course through a certain point from a

compass on a chart,
A reller A of a sultable material and size

is provided centrally at its ends with bush--

ings B engaged by trunnions €7 of a fork (2
held on the end of a handle C, adapted to e
taken hold of by an operator, for rolling the
roller A over a chart or the like. A straight
edge D is used in connection with the roller
A, and this straight edge is of a suitable
length and is provided with a flat base or a
bottom D’, an inclined front D2 and a back
D? having a concave recess D*, extending
throughout the length of the back and be-
ginning a distance above the bottom D’, so
that the recess is approximately in aline-
ment with the front peripheral face of the
roller A, as indicated in Fig. 2. Now when
the straight edge D is fitted onto the roller
A, as shown in Fig. 2, then the front edge D?
of the straight edge D is parallel with the
axis of the roller A, and when the roller A
is rolled over the surface of a chart or the
like with the straight edge fitted on the
roller, then the straight edge D is moved
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along to a desired position and which is
parallel to its original position.

In using the device, for instance, for trans-
lating a course to and through a given point
Hron a chart (see Fig. 3), then the operator
places the straight edge D with its edge D?
onto the desired course indicated on the
compass I arranged on the chart, and then
the roller A is run into the recess D* while
the straight edge D is held firmly in posi-
tion, so that the axis of the roller A is now
parallel with the edge D3 The straight
edge D is now remaved from the chart and
the roller A is run over the surface of the
chart until it is near to the point E, and
then the straight edge D is again engaged
with the roller A and the latter is moved
forward over the chart until the edge D?
passes through the point E, and a line can
now be drawn along the edge D2, to indicate
the desired course through the point X.

In case the roller A while being volled
over the chart toward the point K should
meet an obstruction G, such as a weight for
holding the chart to a table, then the roller
A is run to within a distance of the ob-
struction G, and then the straight edge D
is applied on the roller and held firmly in
place on the chart, after which the roller is
shifted from the position on the right of

‘the middle dotted portion of Tig. 3 to the

left on the straight edge, after which the
straight edge is removed and the voller is
pushed forward, and then the straight edge
D is re-applied on the roller and moved for-
ward until the edge D? passes through the
point I, the same as previously explained.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the
parallel ruler is very simple in construction
and permits accurate and quick transferring
of parallel lines from a compass to a de-
sired point, as above described.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent: -

1. A parallel ruler, comprising a handled
roller, and a separate straight edge having
a flat bottom and a back at right angles to
the bottom, said back being provided with a
concave recess for the peripheral face of the
roller to fit in, whereby the straight edge
can be readily engaged with and disengaged
from the roller and when engaged thereby
will be held parallel with the axis of said
roller and can be moved bodily over a sur-
face by .operating the roller.
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9 A pamﬂel riiler, compmsmo a handled
roller; and a sepurate straight edge having
a flat bottom and a back at right ‘mOIes to
the bottom, said back being prowqed with
a concave recess for the peripheral face of
the roller to fit in, the recess beginning a
distance above the bottom of the straight
edge.

3. A parallel ruler, comprising a handled
roller, and a separate straight edge having
a flat bottom, an inclined front and a back at
right angles to the bottom, said back being
provided with a concave recess for the pe-
ripheral face of the voller to fit in, the ve-
cess beginning a distance above the bottom
of the straight edge and extending through-
out the length of the back.
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4: Tn a mler of the character d ebcrlbed, &
straight edge comprising a body having an
inclined front, a flat bottom, and a back at

right angles to the bottom and having &
lonOhuchnally extending concave - recess
therein, said recess extending from a short
distance from the bottom of the body to
the top of the same and adapted to receive
a roller to permit the straight edge to be
moved over a surface thereby.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FRANK WARD STERLING.

Witnesses:

Cmas, M. Jawmzs,
J. F. O’Moga.
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