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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Crarues W. BEEHLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Box-Fasteners, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to a fastener for secur-
ing the lids of shipping-boxes.

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of my box-
fastener shown applied to fragments of a ship-
ping-box and its lid. Fig.2is a view of frag-
ments of the box and lid with the fastener-
latch shown in elevation and the latch-receiv-
ing plate in vertical section. Fig. 8is a cross-
section taken on line 8 8, Fig. 1.

A designates part of the front wall of a box,

and B part of the box-lid. In the lid Bis an
aperture C. :

4 designates a latch-receiving plate secured
to the box-lid at the location of the aperture
therein. This plate is provided with an aper-
ture 5, that registers with the lid-aperture,

.and projecting downwardly from the lower

side of the latch-plate is an inclined tongue 6,
(see Fig. 2,) that is located at one end of the
aperture in said plate.

7is a perforated ear surmounting and form-
ing a part of the latch-receiving plate.

8 designates a latch having at its upper end
a hook 9 and provided with a transverse per-
foration 10. Near the lower end of the latch
at one of its sides is a notch 11.

12 is a pivot-pin or rivet set into the box-
wall A and extending beyond the inner side
of said wall at which the latch 8 is located.
This pivot-pin is seated in the notch in the
latch 8, so that it serves as a pivot member
for said latch to permit of the latch swinging
laterally thereon. .

18 designates a spring having its lower end
seated in the notch in the latch 8 and resting
between the notched portion of the latch and
the pivot- pin 12, being preferably curved
therearound, as seen in Fig. 2.

14 is a washer surrounding the inner end of
the pivot-pin 12, to which it is secured, and
bearing against the latch 8 at the location of
the notch therein to retain the lower end of
the spring 13 in said notch.

15 is a staple driven into the box-wall A
and confining the latch 8 to restrain forward
swinging movement thereof. This staple also
serves as a confining member for the upper

free end of the spring 13, which extends there-
through and rests against the rear arm of the
staple, whereby when the latch is moved rear-
wardly against the action of the spring to
force it forwardly the said spring may play
with freedom to permit of the movement of
the latch.

When in the practical use of my fastener
the lid of the box equipped therewith is to be
opened, the upper hooked end of the latch is
forced rearwardly against the action of the
spring 18, which tends to hold it forward, and
the hook is moved from a position above the
lid-carried latch-receiving plate which it pre-
viously overlapped, and the lid may then be
raised, during which action the hooked end
of the latch passes through the aperture in
the latch-receiving plate. The spring 13 then
immediately forces the latch in a forward di-
rection, and when the lid is again closed the
tongue 6 of the latch-receiving plate strikes
against the upper hooked end of the latch and
forces it rearwardly, thereby permitting the
hook of the latch to pass through the aperture
in said plate and secure the lid, as before. The
perforations in the latch-receiving plate and
latch, respectively, serve to receive a seal-wire
by which the latch may be secured to the latch-
receiving plate to prevent unwarranted open-
ing of the box.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a box-fastener, the combination of an
apertured lid-plate, a latch for engaging with
said lid-plate provided with a notch in one of
its sides, a pivot-pin fitted to said notch, a
spring having one of its ends seated in said
notch in engagement with said pivot-pin, and
means for confining the other end of said
spring, substantially as set forth.

2. Inabox-fastener, the combination of an
apertured lid-plate, a latch for engaging with
said lid-plate provided with a notch in one of
its sides, a pivot-pin seated in said notch, a
spring having one of its ends seated in said
notch and curved around said pivot-pin, and
means for confining the other end of said
spring, substantially as set forth.

3. Ina box-fastener, the combination of an
apertured lid-plate, a latch for engaging with
said lid-plate provided with a notch in one of
its sides, a pivot-pin seated in said notch, a
spring having one of its ends seated in said
notch and curved around said pivot-pin, means
for confining the other end of said spring, and
means for holding said spring in said notch,
substantially as-set forth.
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4. In a box-fastener, the combination of an
apertured lid-plate, a latch for engaging with
said lid-plate provided with a notch in one of
its sides, a pivot-pin seated in said notch, a
spring having one of its ends seated in said
notch and curved around said pivot-pin, means
for confining the other end of said spring, and
a washer secured to said pivot-pin and bear-
ing against the end of said spring seated in
the notch in said latch to hold the spring in
the notch, substantially as set forth.

5. Ina box-fastener, the combination of an

apertured lid-plate, a latch for engaging with
said lid-plate and having anotch in one of its
sides, a pivot-pin seated in said notch, a spring 15
having one of its ends seated in said notch and
curving around said pivot-pin, and a staple for
confining said latch and the other end of said
spring, substantially as set forth.

CHARLES W. BEEHLER.

In presence of—
E. S. Knicur,
Brancue Hogax.



